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Clubs should be able to choose their own 

By Dave Sorter, Editor 01/15/2003

Suppose you were a member of the officially sanctio ned Dallas Cowboys Fan
Club, and Jerry Jones told you that the team wouldn 't continue its support unless 
the club chose a die-hard Washington Redskins fan a s its leader. 

Sounds ludicrous, doesn't it? Well, that's exactly what several universities are doing in
their dealings with campus Christian groups.

Rutgers University in New 
Jersey and the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
both have told their local 
chapters of Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship that they 
will revoke sanction of the 
organizations unless they 
change their bylaws that 
prohibit gays and lesbians 
from serving as leaders. 
Some are claiming that 
Rutgers, in particular, is all but 
demanding a gay person be 
designated a leader. The 
IVFC is suing the university.

I have long been outspoken in 
my belief that a certain 
extremist minority of 
Christians are out to circumvent the First Amendment and establish a state religion - in 
fact, if not in word. I also believe that even though my Bible clearly defines homosexuality 
as a sin, it simply means that I don't practice it. What people do in the privacy of their 
own bedrooms is their own business and does not minimize what they do with the other 
97 percent of their lives.

But the fact is that a large percentage of Christians adamantly oppose homosexuality. It 
is completely contrary to their religious beliefs. Therefore, why should a gay or lesbian 
person be allowed to become a leader of the group?

According to reports on Christian Web sites, Inter-Varsity certainly allows gays and 
lesbians to join the group and to pray. In fact, they say that people of any religion may 
join - though why a Jew or a Muslim or an atheist would want to is beyond me. The 
bylaws just say leaders must be Christian and believe in the tenets of the faith.

Would Rutgers or North Carolina demand that the campus Hillell Society choose a 
Palestinian as a leader? Would they tell an African-American student group to place a 
white person at its helm. Would UNC order the school's basketball booster club to pick 
Duke coach Mike Krzyzewski as its president?

School administrators argue that it's a church-state issue: Because Rutgers and North 
Carolina are state schools, organizations sanctioned by the schools cannot discriminate 
in any way. So, I guess that means that a Sigma Nu must be considered for president of 
the TKE house.

This isn't an issue of religion...it's an issue of being forced to accept some degree of 
political correctness even though doing so would go against everything a group stands 
for. And it does call into question exactly what the colleges are trying to prove.

Most of extremist Christians' cries that government or other entities are trying to diminish 
- and even destroy - Christianity are just blather. It's all spin to further their goal of 
making public schools, government and all entities venues for proselytizing. But in this 
case, they are right on target.
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What on earth does a university have to gain by picking on this particular group? 
Christian students are simply expressing their faith with peers who believe as they do. 
What is the purpose of foisting upon them a leader whose lifestyle does not jibe with 
their particular value system?

The colleges will get some slack from me when they tell the campus women's group that 
their leader must be an acknowledged sexual harasser.

If my college Hillell had been forced to accept a Christian or a Palestinian as a leader, 
we would have disbanded. If the goal of the universities is to break up Inter-Varsity, 
that's too bad.

The good thing is, devout Christians find a way to worship no matter what the 
circumstances. If the colleges pull sponsorship from Inter-Varsity, these students will 
simply gather at an off-campus facility and do the same things they have been doing.

And they will have an even stronger bond with their savior. They will have first-hand 
experience with crucifixion and, hopefully, resurrection.

Editor Dave Sorter can be reached at 972-538-2103 or sorterd@dfwcn.com. 
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