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FIRE Lauds Marshalls Dropping of RaceBased Course 
Restrictions 

2006-08-16 -- WDC Media News --

(AgapePress) - A campus watchdog has convinced Marshall University 
in West Virginia to stop offering racially segregated classes. The 
school had been limiting several freshman orientation classes to 
"African American students only."

The Foundation for Individual Rights in Education (FIRE) wrote a 
letter to Marshall's President Stephen Kopp, protesting the racially 
segregated classes, after which the university changed the course 
descriptions, dropping the race-based restrictions. This fall, several 
sections of the school's University Studies 101 course will focus on 
"African American student issues," but will now be open to all 
students, regardless of race or ancestry, and their official course 
descriptions will reflect this fact. 

At one point the university's administrators argued that the "African 
American students only" restriction on certain courses had never been 
enforced. But Greg Lukianoff, president of FIRE, says the policy of 
having some racially segregated classes was "flatly unconstitutional 
and misguided" at the outset, and "Marshall's claim that this was 
never enforced" is beside the point.

Anyway, Lukianoff says he has a hard time believing the school 
officials' claim, "because, why would they put this restriction in there 
if they didn't mean to enforce it?" But beyond that, he asserts, 
"whether or not they enforce it, that's no excuse. When something is 
facially unconstitutional -- when something is unconstitutional by the 
way it's written -- it doesn't matter whether or not you enforce it." 

The idea of "separate but equal" education was discredited decades 
ago, the FIRE spokesman points out. "No matter what the 
motivation," he contends, "it is extraordinarily shortsighted to 
undermine cases like Brown v. Board of Education."

Offering racially restricted classes "was a bad idea on the part of 
Marshall University," Lukianoff insists, no matter what solutions or 
benefits the school may have thought the plan would confer. 

"You really do not want to turn back the clock to the days of 
segregation," he insists, "even if you think you are doing it with the 
best of all possible motives." 

Last fall, the academic freedom and individual rights advocate notes, 
FIRE succeeded in getting Arizona State University to cease offering 
an English class to "Native Americans only." Ultimately, he 
emphasizes, this is a question of what is legal under the U.S. laws 
and the federal Constitution. 

"Students rights to take certain courses, especially at a public 
institution, must not be determined by the color of their skin," 
Lukianoff observes. He says FIRE is pleased that Marshall University
came to understand that all of its students deserve equal treatment 
under the law and ended its use of racial course restrictions.
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Comic Genius 
'Jackie Mason' 

WDC Media  announced that it
has been retained by the 
management team of the 
legendary comic icon Jackie 
Mason. 

Jackie's Tour Schedule: 

 

Order Your Copy 
1-800-957-6476 

60 Sec  Audio Teaser

Danger Road is the incredible 
true story of three drug dealers 
who were brutally murdered in
1983 on Danger Road  the
Florida Everglades. Lured into a 
phony drug deal each victim 
hoped would be his big 
retirement score, they allegedly 
found themselves at the 
business end of a gun wielded 
by a Miami-Dade police officer. 
But police and prosecutors say 
Officer Gilbert Fernandez Jr. and 
his cohorts weren't there to 
arrest the drug dealers; they 
were there to kill them and steal 
their nine kilos of cocaine. 

Jim Brown, a regular contributor to AgapePress, is a reporter for American Family 

Radio News, which can be heard online.

© 2006 AgapePress all rights reserved.



Christian Public Relations | WDC Media http://www.wdcmedia.com/newsArticle.php?ID=1680

3 of 3 8/17/2006 9:49 AM

Danger Road details the 
transformation Fernandez, a 
former Mr. Florida bodybuilding 
champion and black-belt karate 
champion, who became a 
Christian during the intervening 
years  between the 1983
murders and his subsequent 
arrest in 1990. This was no 
courthouse conversion. The man 
who had once been named 
"Miami's meanest cop" had been 
a Christian for years by the time 
of his trial. He no longer forced 
African American detainees to 
eat cigarette butts from the 
squad-car ashtray at gunpoint, 
as he did in his days before 
knowing Christ. And he no 
longer ran the ring of 
bodybuilder debt collectors out 
of the notorious Apollo Gym, 
which he eventually owned. He 
lived to convert people at the 
gym to his faith; and in 1991, he 
was also on trial for his life.

Does God give second 
chances? In Danger Road you'll 
discover why He's called the 
'God of the Second Chance.'

ORDER NOW 
1-800-957-6476
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