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Rutgers Settles Lawsuit With 
Religious Group Whose Charter It 
Revoked

By MEGAN ROONEY 

Rutgers University at New Brunswick and a Christian-
student group on Wednesday settled a dispute over the 
university's decision to revoke the group's charter 
because of its policies on choosing leaders. InterVarsity 
Christian Fellowship/USA had sued Rutgers in late 
December after the university found that the group's 
requirement that its leaders affirm a statement of 
religious faith was a violation of the university's 
nondiscrimination policy. 

InterVarsity Christian Fellowship/USA is a national 
organization with which the Rutgers student 
organization, InterVarsity Multi-Ethnic Christian 
Fellowship, is affiliated. 

According to a joint statement released by the 
university and the national organization, the dispute has 
been "amicably resolved," with the university 
approving the campus group's constitution and allowing 
the group to take into account the religious beliefs of 
candidates seeking leadership roles in the group. The 
group dropped its lawsuit against the university. 

Tensions arose between the university and the student 
group in September when the group submitted its 
constitution for review, as each student organization at 
Rutgers is required to do every three years. The group's 
constitution, according to the Web site of InterVarsity 
Christian Fellowship/USA, stipulates that "only those 
persons committed to the Basis of Faith and the 
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 Purpose of this organization are eligible for leadership 
positions" in the organization. 

Rutgers officials decided that the stipulation violated a 
university policy that prohibits discrimination on the 
basis of religious affiliation and other factors. 
Subsequently, the university suspended the group, 
denying it access to student activity fees. 

David A. French, a lawyer with the volunteer legal 
network of the Foundation for Individual Rights in 
Education, a watchdog group for civil liberties on 
college campuses, filed the suit against Rutgers on 
InterVarsity's behalf. The Christian group argued in the 
lawsuit that the university's decision violated its 
members' First Amendment rights to freedom of speech 
and religion "by preventing the fellowship from making 
faith-critical decisions through the use of faith-based 
criteria." 

In the settlement announced on Wednesday, the group 
agreed to explicitly recognize the right of any student to 
seek a leadership position in the organization, although 
the group's members have the right to choose leaders 
based on their religious beliefs. The university affirmed 
in the settlement that this method for choosing student 
leaders complied with the university's 
nondiscrimination clause. 

Background article from The Chronicle: 

●     Christian Student Group Sues Rutgers After 
University Revokes Its Recognition (1/10/2003) 
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