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Preface
By issue of this Code of Student Conduct, Northwestern State University hereby establishes the standards and 

procedures that shall govern the conduct of students on University property, in University facilities and away from 
the University campus.  Students, members, and advisors of student organizations will be expected to become 
familiar with this Code and assure the Code’s successful implementation by their observance of the provisions and 
their support of the objectives stated herein.

Classroom Civility Statement
Each Northwestern State University student is encouraged to help create an environment that promotes 

learning, dignity, and mutual respect for everyone in the learning environment.  Students who speak at 
inappropriate times, take frequent breaks, interrupt the class by coming to class late or leaving early, engaged in 
loud or distracting behaviors, use cell phones or pagers (other noise-making devices like watches with alarms), 
listen to headphones/CDs, play with computers or hand held games, use inappropriate language, are verbally 
abusive, display defiance or disrespect to others, or behave aggressively toward others during the class period may 
be asked to leave the class and subjected to disciplinary action under the Northwestern State University Student 
Code of Conduct and Sanctions (Article VII Sanctions).  The instructor of a course may deem additional behaviors 
or actions inappropriate; these action or behaviors will be outlined in the course syllabus.  Copies of the infractions 
and sanctions are available on the NSU web sites at http://studenthandbook.nsula.edu

ARTICLE I. Introduction
Northwestern State University is an institution with an educational mission, which is carried out by means 

of programs and activities devoted to the pursuit of knowledge, through instruction, research and service. The 
University exists as a community of students, faculty, administrators, and staff who provide, participate in and 
support these activities and programs. The University campus, facilities, properties and other resources exist to 
facilitate this educational mission.

The University has an inherent interest in developing policies to preserve and enhance the University’s ability 
to function effectively and efficiently as an academic institution.  These policies entail recognition of both rights 
and responsibilities for all members of the University community.  These considerations make student conduct a 
legitimate concern of the University.

As a member of the University community, a student is entitled to the freedoms and rights guaranteed to 
students by the Constitutions of the United States and Louisiana.  A student has a right to the opportunity to learn 
and benefit from an intellectual environment free of distractions.

Accompanying these rights are certain responsibilities.  A student must abide by federal, state and local laws.  
A student is obliged to respect the rights of others.  A student shall comply with valid institutional regulations, 
contribute to the order of the University’s academic and administrative processes and uphold standards of decency 
and honor in all conduct. Only when individuals are responsible can their rights be assured.  Freedom must be 
exercised responsibly in the context of recognized interest of others and the institution.

The policies and procedures in this Code are established to secure these ends.  Such policies and procedures 
are fundamentally designed to help maintain a campus environment conducive to learning and other educational 
pursuits. 

This Code is intended to ensure the enjoyment of students of all proper rights, without undue infringement 
by others.  This Code is a means to the attainment of the University’s educational mission by protecting the 
institution’s processes, resources and constituent community.

General authority in the governance of students enrolled at Northwestern State University is delegated to 
the University President by the University of Louisiana System Board of Supervisors.  Within the scope of this 
authority delegated the President, and pursuant to further delegation to the Dean of Students, this Code of Student 
Conduct is promulgated for Northwestern State University.

This Code shall be published and made available by reasonable means, to students attending the University, 
and shall be applicable to all students.  Upon enrollment a student shall be deemed to have accepted the conditions 
and obligations stated herein and to have agreed to be bound hereby, in addition to all other applicable University 


