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Bush Takes Baghdad
Well, now you know why we decided to write a column 
on the day after Thanksgiving.

Seriously, after we heard the stunning news that 
President Bush had flown to Baghdad to visit with U.S. 
soldiers, it wasn't long before we started to wonder: Just 
what is the Angry Left going to say about this? "He said 
he was going to be in Crawford. BUSH LIED!!!!"? (The 
Associated Press takes this line, sort of, describing the 
announcement that the president would be at his Texas 
ranch "a ruse staged in the name of security.")

The New York Times reports on the reactions of the 
Democratic candidates. Howard Dean sent out a 
spokesdwarf, Jay Carson, to announce: "It's nice that he 
made it over there today, but this visit won't change the 
fact that those brave men and women should never have 
been fighting in Iraq in the first place." Somehow we doubt many of the soldiers sitting in that room 
yesterday were wishing Dean were with them instead, telling them they're fighting for nothing.

John Kerry, the haughty, French-looking Massachusetts Democrat, took a similar tack, issuing a statement: 
"When Thanksgiving is over, I hope the president will take the time to correct his failed policy in Iraq that 
has placed our soldiers in a shooting gallery." Kerry, who voted for the war but against funding the troops, 
served in Vietnam, so it's little wonder his campaign is such a quagmire.

John Edwards and Joe Lieberman were more tepid in their carping. David Axelrod, an Edwards aide, 
"described the visit as a 'daring move and great politics,' but added: 'I think these kids need more. I'm sure 
they were buoyed by his coming, but they need more.' " Edwards also voted to defund the troops.

And here's Lieberman spokesman Jano Cabrera: "In fairness, visiting with the troops is exactly what a 
commander in chief should do. That said, we hope that he's also reassuring them that the administration 
will eventually have a plan to win the peace and bring our troops home soon."

Cabrera must've missed the president's speech, in which he declared: "We did not charge hundreds of miles 
into the heart of Iraq, pay a bitter cost in casualties, defeat a brutal dictator and liberate 25 million people 
only to retreat before a band of thugs and assassins." Sounds pretty reassuring to us.

Then there's Mark Bennett, the communications director for Wesley Clark's campaign, who declared: "We're 
not going to throw stones at the guy for trying to do a nice thing for the troops. When the president goes 
and spends time with the troops, that's a good thing." 
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Bennett then proceeded to throw stones at the guy for trying to do a nice thing for the troops back in May: 
"They made their bed with that 'Mission Accomplished' trip, and that's going to be around for a long time. 
That's not the last ad you will see with that. I will guarantee you that whoever the nominee is will have that 
image up."

Dick Gephardt proved himself the class of the Democratic field; the Missouri congressman, the Times 
reports, "declined to comment on the trip." It would have been nice if someone had simply said: We stand 
with the president and the troops against our nation's enemies. But a simple expression of patriotism is too 
much to expect from this crowd.

Sour Scribes
The Washington Post's Howard Kurtz reports that the White House arranged for a pool of 13 reporters to 
accompany President Bush to Baghdad; the Drudge Report has a copy of the notes filed by Post reporter 
Mike Allen, who writes: "The [president's] staff aimed to keep the trip secret until after he had taken off 
from Baghdad--no filing was permitted from the site, by the pool or by locals." 

This seems entirely reasonable; the president was taking a risk by landing at Baghdad (né Saddam) 
International Airport, where less than a week ago a terrorist's surface-to-air missile hit a civilian jet. As 20-
year-old Pfc. Telo Monahan tells the Associated Press, Bush's visit "was a display of confidence in our ability 
to protect not just us, but him. It was just three or four days after that DHL plane got hit." 

But some journalists are complaining, Kurtz reports:

Philip Taubman, Washington bureau chief of the New York Times, said that "in this day and 
age, there should have been a way to take more reporters. People are perfectly capable of 
maintaining a confidence for security reasons. It's a bad precedent." Once White House officials 
"decided to do a stealth trip, they bought into a whole series of things that are questionable."

Tom Rosenstiel, director of the Project for Excellence in Journalism, criticized the White House 
correspondents who made the trip without spilling the secret. "That's just not kosher," he said. 
"Reporters are in the business of telling the truth. They can't decide it's okay to lie sometimes 
because it serves a larger truth or good cause." 

Is it any wonder Americans don't trust the press? Here we have an editor of the New York Times insisting 
that reporters can keep a secret, then in the very next breath, a self-styled rabbi of reportorial "excellence" 
denounces them for doing just that. 

Rosenstiel's comments are especially idiotic. The reporters didn't lie; they just waited 2 1/2 hours until Bush 
had left Baghdad before reporting that he had been there. Journalists often get information that is 
"embargoed"--i.e., not to be released until a time of the source's choosing--and by and large they comply 
with such embargoes. Moreover, withholding facts "because it serves a larger truth" is precisely what 
reporters do when they use anonymous sources.

Rosenstiel adds that Bush's trip "was much bigger news on a slow news day if it was unexpected. What 
reporters have done by going along with this is to help Bush politically." Well, it's true that the element of 
surprise helped make this one of the most dramatic political gestures in recent history (actually, we can't 
think of anything that comes close to surpassing it). But what Rosenstiel seems to be saying is that 
reporters had an obligation to diminish the news value of the story in order to hurt Bush politically.

Finally, Shock and Awe
Remember the "shock and awe" campaign in Baghdad that never materialized last March? CNN reports it 
finally arrived yesterday, when Bush emerged from behind the curtain:

The shocked and elated soldiers jumped to their feet, pumped their fists in the air, roared with 
delight, and grabbed their cameras to snap photographs. . . .

At the president's ranch in Crawford, Texas, where reporters had been told Bush would be 
having Thanksgiving dinner, the reaction among the press corps was shock and awe.

CNN's "ticker" yesterday kept mentioning that Bush was the first U.S. president ever to travel to Iraq--which 
is true, though Bill Clinton sent his wife.

London's far-left Independent newspaper, home of America-hating polemicist Robert Fisk, predictably 
sneers, headlining its story on the trip "The Turkey Has Landed: How Bush Cooked Up a Secret Mission to 
Give Thanks to His Troops." It ends as follows:

Some Iraqis were unimpressed. "To hell with Bush," said Mohammed al-Jubouri. "He is another 
Mongol in a line of invaders who have destroyed Iraq."
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But although one of the bylines on the Independent story is "Phil Reeves in Baghdad," this quote seems to 
have been lifted without attribution from a Reuters dispatch.

Another Reuters dispatch mentions that President Bush by the way didn't serve in Vietnam: "The 57-year-
old president, whose absence from active service in Vietnam was an issue during his election campaign, 
succeeded in impressing many of his troops and bolstering their morale."

Yet another Reuters dispatch helpfully explains Thanksgiving to those poor souls whose countries don't 
celebrate it: "Thanksgiving is one of the most cherished holidays in the United States, traditionally 
celebrated with a turkey dinner shared among family and friends who 'give thanks' for their blessings and 
good fortune." One man's thanks are another's ingratitude?

An Administration That Looks Like America
"We looked like a normal couple."--President Bush describing himself and National Security Adviser 
Condoleezza Rice en route to the airport before the Baghdad trip

What Press Conference? Just Move On!
The Hill newspaper has an intriguing report on the far-left outfit MoveOn.org (last item):

Sen. Jon Corzine (D-N.J) and the MoveOn Voter Fund were supposed to hold a news 
conference at the National Press Club last Friday to introduce MoveOn's new TV spot on the 
Bush administration's economic program. But, at the last minute, the event was canceled.

"There were legal problems I'm not supposed to talk about," said someone connected with 
MoveOn. The group's Voter Fund is one of the so-called 527 political action committees 
currently under investigation by the House Administration Committee.

"There was a scheduling conflict," said Kawana Lloyd, a spokeswoman for MoveOn. "What 
press conference?" said Corzine, hustling to the Senate floor. "I didn't know there was one."

It would be interesting to learn more about MoveOn's "legal problems."

Mouse of Representatives
Folks, we just can't make this stuff up. Rep. Dennis Kucinich (D., Fantasyland) 
is trumpeting his "endorsement" by a fictitious character: "The classic 
children's book icon, Grandfather Twilight, broke twenty years of silence to 
endorse Congressman Dennis Kucinich for President in 2004," boasts 
Kucinich's campaign Web site.

The site features an "interview" with Twilight by Barbara Helen Berger, author 
of the children's book series. Twilight "tells" Berger: "There is a brave, truth-
telling man from Ohio. His name is Dennis Kucinich, a Congressman who is 
running for President. As you know, I tend to be a calm old man, but when I 
heard Dennis speak, I got excited. He plans to create a Department of Peace. 
At last! Why has no one done it before? This is exactly how a wise President 

should think, what a good President should do!"

There's also a "report" datelined "Among the Trees, 7pm," which informs us that "a sober mood here broke 
into a raucous celebration as creatures great and small followed the Bear's lead in signing a statement 
endorsing Dennis Kucinich for President in 2004." It quotes "the mouse" (pictured above) as saying, "Pssst, 
spread the news. Tell a friend. Word of mouse!"

The San Francisco Chronicle reports that under an animal-protection law signed by former governor Gray 
Davis, it is now technically illegal to set mousetraps in California without a trapping license, "available only 
by paying a fee ($78.50) and passing a fairly complex test." Can rodent suffrage be far behind? 

A Comma-dy of Errors
Former Enron adviser Paul Krugman appeared Wednesday on CNBC's "The News With Brian Williams," and 
blogger and Krugman nemesis Donald Luskin notes that Williams issued this correction at the end of the 
interview: "We've been identifying you as we've been talking as 'The Great Unraveling Author' and the 
punctuation should have been 'Author--comma--The Great Unraveling.' "

What an Ingrate
"A human rights activist whom the U.S. government helped free from a Chinese prison in 2001 pleaded 
guilty Wednesday to illegally sending $1.5 million worth of high-tech items to China," the Associated Press 
reports:
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Gao Zhan entered the plea in federal court in Alexandria, Va., to one count of unlawful export 
and another count of tax evasion. Her husband, Xue Donghua, also pleaded guilty to tax 
evasion.

President Bush intervened personally on Gao's behalf after the Red Chinese government arrested her and 
her husband in February.

Must've Been Something They Hate--II
"Gonzaga University has reaffirmed the value of freedom of speech after unfairly disciplining a student 
group for posting fliers with allegedly 'discriminatory' language," the Foundation for Individual Rights in 
Education announces in a press release. 

As we noted last month, the Young Americas Foundation chapter at the Catholic campus in Spokane, Wash., 
got in trouble for using the word hate--though it was merely citing the title of guest speaker Daniel Flynn's 
book, "Why the Left Hates America."

"Administrators chose to place a disciplinary letter in the group's file for using the words "the left hates" on 
the fliers, suggesting that that use of the word 'hate' was 'discriminatory' and might constitute 'hate 
speech.' " This presented administrators with a logical conundrum, since if the word hate is "hate speech," 
all they can say without running afoul of their own stupid rule is that it might constitute "speech."

What Would the Planet Do Without Experts?
"We've Outgrown the Planet, Say Experts"--headline, Australian Broadcast Corp. Web site, Nov. 26

Bird Brains

"Turkeys May Not Be Stupid After All"--headline, Associated Press, Nov. 27

"Turkey Identifies Explosives Used in 4 Suicide Bombings"--headline, Associated Press, Nov. 27

Not Every Vet Counts
"Five-Legged Dog Undergoes Surgery to Remove Two Legs"--headline, Associated Press, Nov. 26

Veterinarians of Tomorrow
"Selinsgrove Third-Graders Score Low in Math They Haven't Studied Yet"--headline, Daily Item (Sunbury, 
Pa.), Nov. 24

This Just In
"U.S. Blackout Cut Off Many Internet Users-Report"--headline, Reuters, Nov. 25

Yadda Yadda Nevada
"Nevada memo to George Bush: When making a first presidential visit to a state, use the right 
pronounciation [sic] of its name," begins a snarky Associated Press dispatch from Carson City:

Bush, in Las Vegas on Tuesday, repeatedly said Ne-vah-da. To properly pronounce Nevada, the 
middle syllable should rhyme with gamble. . . .

State Senate Minority Leader Dina Titus, D-Las Vegas, said the mispronunciation shows Bush, 
who won the state in the 2000 election, doesn't care much about the state.

"They take such pains to orchestrate these trips and to make sure everything is politically 
correct," she said. "You would think the name of the state would be a simple piece of that." 

Now, according to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, there are actually two accepted pronunciations of 
"Nevada": one that rhymes with "yadda," and the one Bush used, which rhymes with "enchilada." We've 
never heard of a pronunciation in which the second syllable rhymes with "gamble."

Oh well, this was Wednesday's story anyway, and it seems kind of petty to dwell on it now, after the 
president's triumphant visit to Bagambledad.

(Elizabeth Crowley helps compile Best of the Web Today. Thanks to Brandon Davis, Michael Segal, Carl 
Sherer, Scott Lahti, Don Surber, Barak Moore, Chris Stetsko, Mikael Nussdorf, Tom Linehan, Arnold Nelson, 
Natalie Cohen, Dan Friedman, Sol Horwitz, Jennifer Ray, Elliot Ganz, Arvind Desai, Edward Morrissey, Roger 
Denk, Nick Eckert, Shelley Taylor, Curtis Frantz, M.E. Gilbertson, Miriam Bertram, C.E. Dobkin, John 
Haworth, Richard Haisley, S.E. Brenner, John Williamson, Adam LaPoint, Thomas Mayer, Harrison Roberts, 
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Patrick Anders, David Babcock, Mark Davis, Jim Tarantino and Pegan Sherick. If you have a tip, write us at 
opinionjournal@wsj.com, and please include the URL.) 

 

Today on OpinionJournal:

●     Robert George: The case for preserving the definition of marriage.
●     Daniel Henninger: The Democratic primary race makes clowns of serious men. 
●     George W. Bush: "The regime of Saddam Hussein is gone forever."

And on the Taste page:

●     Review & Outlook: The government decides not to ban BB guns. Hooray!
●     Tony & Tacky: Even in Marin County, they love their Hummers.
●     Eric Gibson: The proposed 9/11 memorials aren't awful, but the're not good enough.
●     Stephen Barbara: "Frankly, I kind of wish I had choked him to death."
●     Alex Mindlin: Traditionalist Catholics celebrate Latin mass at a soldiers' club.
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