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UCSD Sides With Hate Group
The Foundation for Individual Rights in Education has taken up the case of The 
Koala, a student publication, which the university is prosecuting over a parody of 
the Hispanic hate group Mecha. The Koala stands charged with "disruption" for 
"taking photographs" at a Mecha meeting that was open to the public--though in 
fact the photographer was not a member of The Koala and submitted the photos 
to the publication after the fact.

"We condemn The Koala's abuse of the Constitutional guarantees of free 
expression and disfavor their unconscionable behavior," a FIRE statement 
quotes Joseph Watson, UCSD's vice chancellor for student affairs, as saying. But 
FIRE notes that in 1995 Watson "issued an unequivocal defense of the right to 
free expression." The issue then was an article advocating racist violence against 
law-enforcement officers, which appeared in Mecha's own publication. It cheered 
the murder of a Hispanic Immigration and Naturalization Service officer, saying 
he was a "traitor . . . to his race" and adding: "We're glad this pig died, he 
deserved to die. . . . The only good one is a dead one."

It gets even worse. As we noted in March, Mecha is a virulently anti-Semitic 
organization, which is easily enough confirmed by a visit to the group's own Web 
site. Yet the university regards the group as somehow representing "diversity." 
A Web search turned up this 1999 memo to UCSD's chancellor by a self-
described piece of furniture (Herbert York, "chair" of the "Diversity Council") 
urging that "the chancellor should raise new funds and/or allocate existing funds 
to ensure the effective implementation of the AASU and MEChA high school 
conferences and recognition ceremonies, respectively." (The AASU is the African 
American Student Union.)

Mecha's members are entitled to exercise their First Amendment right of free 
expression. But they no more deserve university subsidies and moral support--
let alone an effort to silence their critics--than would a camps chapter of the Ku 
Klux Klan.
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