
Tuscaloosa

Logo

 

  
WEATHER: MOSTLY CLOUDY, 77° Quick Search:   

July 23. 2003 
 FORUMS  ¦ TIDESPORTS ¦ CLASSIFIEDS ¦ E-NEWS REGISTRATION 

MARKETPLACE

• Get a job! 
• Buy a car! 
• Find a house! 
• Home Delivery! 
• Advertiser index 

 
HOME PAGE 

NEWS

LOCAL 

STATE 

NATIONAL 

WORLD 

OBITUARIES 

BRIEFS 

HONORS 

PHOTO GALLERY 

POLICE AND COURTS 

WEATHER 

SPORTS

U OF ALABAMA 

HIGH SCHOOL 

LOCAL COLLEGES 

COLUMNISTS 

SPORTS STUFF 

COMMUNITY 

CALENDAR 

BUSINESS

NEWS
STOCKS

FEATURES

RECENT STORIES
COLUMNISTS
COMMUNITY NEWS 

WEDDINGS
ENGAGEMENTS 

OPINION 

EDITORIALS 

COMMENTARY 

LETTERS
FORUMS 

CLASSIFIEDS 

UA plans to ban window displays in dorms

By Amanda Dawkins 
Staff Writer
July 21, 2003

Email this story. 

• UA dorm policy raises concerns
TUSCALOOSA | Look up at a dormitory while 
passing through campus at the University of Alabama 
this fall, and all you will see are bricks and glass ó no 
banners, flags or other displays in students’ windows ó under a planned change in 
policy.

UA’s Office of Residential Life plans to ban all dorm window displays but allow 
freer expression inside the buildings, where doors and hallways could still be 
decorated.

Groups that represent students living in dorms reportedly support the new policy, 
but free-speech advocates on campus say the blanket ban on window displays 
“threatens the human, legal and academic rights" of students.

UA student Rob White agrees. “We pay them good money for the use of the 
dorms. If they were letting us stay there for free, then they might have the right," 
he said.

Window displays are not common in UA dorms. However, last month students 
living in Byrd Hall, home to students in the Mallet Assembly honors program, said 
residential life officials told them to remove a Confederate flag hanging in the 
second-floor hallway.

Byron White, a UA real estate center analyst who serves as professor-in-residence 
for the Byrd Hall dorm, refused to remove the flag. The residential life office 
declined further action, pending review of a new policy by university attorneys.

“As a student at any university you have a few ways to express your opinions and 
individuality to the outside world. One of the few is your window, where you can 
fly flags, put up political posters, display holiday decorations, support your 
favorite band and basically decorate what is otherwise a very bland building," 
White said.

“While fighting for the right to display a Confederate flag is controversial and 
makes many people nervous, a blanket denial of rights by the university is a much 
less tenable position for them, and a lot more people are willing to fight it," he 
said.

Residential Life Director Lisa Skelton said the plan is not aimed at removing 
Confederate flags from dorm windows, but instead to make students feel more at 
home on campus.

“In order to make [the university] more welcoming and in order for us not to be a 
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censor at the same time, we had to say ëno’ to everything," she said.

Skelton said they decided to exempt hallways and doors because it should be up to 
students living on the floor to decide what to do about a potentially offensive 
display.

“A floor is a community, and what is displayed in the community should be a 
community decision," she said. “If they put it on a Burke Hall window, it makes it 
look like it expresses the entire community’s opinion rather than an individuals’."

White suggested the Office of Residential Life drop the policy and let student 
dorm residents talk to each other if they have a problem with what is displayed.

“If something is put up with the intent to specifically intimidate or harass an 
individual, the university already has systems in place to deal with this sort of 
thing," he said. “It does take more effort and involves such concepts as due 
process and determining intent, but there are departments full of well-paid 
administrators who are supposed to be able to figure these sorts of things out."

A residential life press release said there was no timetable for when the guidelines 
would be released as a policy or available to the public. The release said the office 
created the policy’s original draft as a “starting point for its consideration of this 
complex subject" and that officials were working closely with UA lawyers.

Skelton said she spoke with the Residence Hall Association and the Residence 
Assistant Association, which represents students living in dorms, about the 
proposal and got both organizations’ approval.

“There was no way the policy was trying to be made without student input," she 
said.

Skelton asked the organizations to review the policy and to give her feedback. 
“They did not express any concerns. They thought it was a solid policy and agreed 
with it," she said.

Skelton said the only student groups that expressed concern to her about the policy 
were the Mallet Assembly and the Alabama Coalition. After discussing the policy 
with Skelton, the coalition withdrew its concern.

“When they realized it wasn’t about the Confederate flag, they didn’t have a 
concern," she said.

The policy will be presented for review to other organizations in the fall, such as 
the Campus Student Life Committee, which is made up of faculty and students.

Dan Bowden, local chairman of the Southern heritage organization League of the 
South, said the university is giving in to public pressure to modify the proposal.

Bowden said the change was acceptable since it included all displays.

“The Tuscaloosa League of the South opposes the University’s policy of 
restricting the free-speech rights of students. However, if such a policy is enacted, 
we insist that it must apply to all displays and not only those that offend the 
politically correct," he said.

Bowden said there was no doubt that Southern symbols were the primary target of 
the policy because the first item targeted was a Confederate flag.

He also cited a growing nationwide pattern of discrimination against Southern 
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symbols.

“By putting public pressure on the university and forcing it to adopt a Draconian 
blanket policy, everyone is affected, not just the politically incorrect," he said. “As 
strong supporters of the right of free speech, especially in a government-dominated 
setting like a public university, the League of the South hopes that Alabama 
students will protest this restrictive blanket policy and cause it to be rescinded, and 
we will support them in such efforts."

The Foundation for Individual Rights in Education has written to UA President 
Robert Witt to say the organization is “deeply troubled" by the policy and 
encouraged the university to abandon a policy that “threatens the human, legal and 
academic rights" of its students.

Charles Nuckolls, a UA professor and director of ASA, said his organization 
would help any student who defies the policy through public advocacy and by 
helping students see appropriate legal council from its civil attorneys.

“I am not advocating that students break the university law, but if they do because 
they feel the law violates their First Amendment rights, then the ASA will do all in 
its power to assist them in their defense," he said.
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