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Housekeeping and Safety Regulations
1. To comply with City of Evanston hous-

ing codes and to ensure the general  
safety and welfare in the residence halls, 
the Uni versity reserves the right to 
enter and inspect rooms for health or 
safety reasons, for fire safety, during an 
emergency, to protect life or property 
from imminent danger, or to provide re-
pair or maintenance services. Absent an 
emergency or imminent threat to health 
or safety, no search of the contents will 
be made without either consent of a 
resident of the room or a search warrant, 
except as otherwise permitted by law. 
Closets that are part of the room may be 
opened and inspected. Any hazardous 
conditions or violations noted during 
any safety inspection must be corrected 
upon notification of the residents.

2. Fire alarms, automatic sprinklers, extin-
guishers, and other devices are provided 
for the safety of residents in case of fire.  
Exiting through an alarmed security 
door (except in case of emergency) or 
propping open, disabling, or tampering 
with a fire door is prohibited. Tampering 
with these devices or using them for 
other purposes is prohibited. Fire exit 
drills for residence halls are required by 
Illinois and Evanston law. All occupants 
of a residence hall must leave the build-
ing during a fire alarm or exit drill. 
Sounding a false alarm is a violation of 
city and state law and University regula-
tions. Persons found to have sounded 
a false alarm, misused security or fire 
doors, or tampered with extinguishers, 
smoke or fire detection devices, or auto-
matic sprinklers may be fined, and other 
disciplinary sanctions may be applied up 
to and including removal from Univer-
sity housing. When responsible indi-
viduals cannot be identified, residence 
hall governments may be assessed.

3. Under Illinois law, a person commits  
aggravated arson when, by means of 

fire or explosive, he or she knowingly 
damages, partially or totally, any build-
ing, and he or she knows, or reasonably 
should know, that one or more persons 
are present therein. Aggravated arson is 
a Class X felony; imprisonment of not 
less than six years, without probation, 
must be sentenced upon conviction.

4. The Evanston housing code forbids 
the use or storage in sleeping rooms of 
microwaves, hot pots, toaster ovens, or 
any appliances for cooking or heating 
food or beverages. In addition, other 
heat producing appliances, such as irons, 
may not be used in sleeping rooms, and 
refrigerators with interiors larger than 
three cubic feet are prohibited.

5. Smoking is prohibited in all areas of 
all residence halls, including but not 
limited to sleeping rooms, lounges, suite 
living rooms, dining rooms, corridors, 
stairwells, and washrooms.

for hanging blankets, tapestries, rugs, or  
fishnets, provided the decorations do not  
cover more than 50 percent of the wall 
or window space. Combustible decora-
tions must not be put on the ceiling, in 
the entryway, on the door, or near heat 
sources such as radiators or light bulbs. 
Any method of affixing decorations that 
puts holes in or mars walls, woodwork, 
doors, or furnishings is prohibited.

holiday or decorative lights, incense, 
fireworks, explosives, and incendiary 
materials are prohibited. The possession 
or use of firearms or other weapons of 
any description and for any purpose 
is prohibited. No decorations, flags, 
banners, or other items may be hung on 
the exterior or draped from a window 
or doorway of any residence hall. Signs 
or posters in windows or on doors must 
have the approval of all roommates 
and are subject to the approval of the 
University.
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