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Student still in battle with CU
Says new hearing can’t be fair with current judge

By AMANDA HILL
Colorado Daily Staff Writer

Carlos Martinez thinks that most students in his position would have already 
given in to the pressures and sanctions levied against him by the university.

But that is exactly why, he said, he's not going to stop fighting.

"I'm doing this for all of the students," said Martinez. "They deserve a better 
process. Not only a better process, but a process that other students in other 
states get."

Last Friday, Andrea Goldblum, the director of judicial affairs for the 
university, sent a letter to Martinez stating that the staff in the Office of Judicial 
Affairs is in the process of compiling his record and is preparing to initiate a 
new hearing process regarding his original disciplinary sanction that went 
unfulfilled.

"Judicial Affairs will conduct a sanction review before hearing officers Andrea 
Goldblum and Matthew Lopez-Phillips," read Goldblum's most recent letter. 
"If a violation is found, Judicial Affairs will consider the imposition of further 
sanctions, which could include suspension or expulsion."
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Already, Martinez has been both suspended and expelled from CU because of 
alleged incidents of harassment of Bursar's Office staff members. But because 
of his litigation in the Boulder District Court, Justice Daniel Hale lifted 
Martinez's expulsion pending the outcome of the case.

In a letter sent to Chancellor Richard Byyny on Monday, Martinez has asked 
for intervention in the hearing process, alleging that Goldblum is undeniably 
prejudiced against him.

"Ms. Goldblum has demonstrated, and even admitted, her bent of mind against 
me," Martinez wrote. "I cannot receive a fair and impartial treatment of this 
matter so long as Ms. Goldblum directs it or is otherwise involved with it. ... 
The very fact that she irresponsibly accused me of basically terrorizing her, 
even though she had absolutely no evidence to support her accusation, shows 
the depth of her bias and prejudice."

The hearing in the Boulder District Court, at which Goldblum testified against 
Martinez, stemmed from a suit filed against the university by Martinez 
contesting his expulsion, alleging that his rights to due process had been 
violated.

Martinez was first suspended, and later expelled, for refusing to fulfill a 
sanction handed down by Goldblum. On Feb. 21, Martinez was ordered to 
write a letter of apology to the staff members in the Bursar's Office.

"Goldblum has admitted that she never did any investigating before punishing 
me," claims Martinez. "She read the police report and then punished me -- even 
though I denied it in the report."

He was ordered to apologize after the police report was filed with the 
university police, which alleged that Martinez had verbally harassed several 
women who work in the Bursar's Office.

"I think I'm being accused because some people don't like my approach to 
resolving problems within the administration," said Martinez. "They want to 
punish me because I'm 'mouthy.'"

But, he said, being mouthy is not a crime.

Martinez does admit to being verbally aggressive -- but says that it can be 
attributed to his "mental disability" -- attention deficit disorder.

"I have ADD," said Martinez. "Basically, I'm easily frustrated. They know this. 
I told that to the judicial affairs hearing board."
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But since he has been excluded from campus, as per the university orders and 
the decision handed down by the Boulder District Court, Martinez said that he 
has been unable to get his medication or see his doctors, who work for the 
university.

Because he firmly believes that he has not violated the code of conduct, 
Martinez has flatly refused to fulfill the disciplinary sanctions handed down by 
Goldblum.

"I will not sell myself out. I don't strut for grades, and I don't kiss ass for better 
test scores," Martinez said. "I can't write the letter that they asked me to write."

In the letter sent by Goldblum in February which outlines the sanctions against 
Martinez, she required that he "submit an appropriately written letter of 
apology to the affected staff members of the Bursar's Office." The letter needed 
to be submitted to Andrea Goldblum for review and approval by March 3, 
2000, after which Goldblum would forward the apology if it was deemed 
appropriate.

But although Martinez has been the underdog, fighting a $1.5-billion 
institution, he isn't without his supporters. Martinez said that he was recently 
contacted by the Foundation for Individual Rights in Education, which has 
offered to work with him in reaching a settlement with the university.

"We're looking closely at this case," said Thor Halvorssen, the executive 
director of FIRE. "This case is astonishing. It's amazing that the university 
would do this to a student. And if this case gets as much attention as we think 
it's going to get, it's going to be difficult for the university to defend in public 
what it has done to Carlos Martinez in private. I think they're going to have a 
bit of trouble explaining this to their trustees -- the regents." 
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