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School Cuts Christian Group's Funds 

By JAY LINDSAY 
Associated Press Writer 

BOSTON (AP) — Julie Catalano never hid her bisexuality from the leaders of the Tufts Christian Fellowship, 
and it didn't seem to matter during her first two years with the campus evangelical group. 

But last month, when the Tufts University junior tried for a leadership post, fellowship leaders turned her 
down because she doesn't believe homosexual acts are sinful. 

In response, an arm of the Tufts student government ruled the group had violated the school's anti-
discrimination policy. It stripped the group of its name and $6,000 in funding from student fees, and forbid it 
to meet in campus classrooms. 

The move left some civil libertarians howling. 

``This is political correctness gone awry,'' said Thor Halvorssen of the Philadelphia-based Freedom for 
Individual Rights in Education. ``They're asking a fundamentalist Christian group to stop being 
fundamentalist Christians.'' 

Catalano, 20, said TCF leaders told her homosexuality was a product of man's ``brokenness'' and she could 
change with prayer. 

After two years of praying, she said, nothing changed. Catalano researched different Biblical interpretations 
and eventually decided homosexuality wasn't a sin. 

When she told TCF leaders she intended to begin dating, they told her she wouldn't be accepted for a 
leadership post because the group believes homosexual acts are sinful. 

Halvorssen agreed that Catalano had experienced a type of discrimination, but he said groups are legally 
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allowed to discriminate all the time, especially when choosing leaders who set policy. A campus gay group 
would be perfectly within its rights to forbid someone with anti-gay views to run for office, he said. 

But it seems to be acceptable to discriminate against conservative Christians at the nation's universities, 
Halvorssen said. He pointed to Middlebury College in Vermont, which is debating whether to require a 
Christian group to allow gays to hold leadership posts, and Grinnell College in Iowa, which he said last year 
banned a student group that said only married heterosexuals should have sex. 

``If it had been a gay or black group, (Tufts president) John DiBiaggio would have been leading candlelight 
vigils,'' Halvorssen said. 

Tufts spokeswoman Christen Graham denied that the university had treated TCF differently. 

``They have the same rules and rights and the same respect as any other group,'' Graham said. 

She said Tufts doesn't plan to interfere because the decision was made by a student organization and is being 
appealed within student government. 

TCF's chaplain, Curtis Chang, said he didn't expect much support from the administration. The group, with 
about 65 members, is too large to meet elsewhere so it hasn't gotten together since the Tufts Community 
Union Judiciary's April 13 decision. 

The issue boils down to the right to interpret the Bible as Christians have interpreted it for centuries, Chang 
said. 

``When you ask us to give up the Bible, you're asking us to give up the heart of our religion,'' Chang said. 

David Smith, spokesman for the Human Right Campaign, a gay rights group, said the decision was about 
simple fairness. 

``Religion should never be used to justify discrimination,'' he said. ``That's exactly what it's being used to do.'' 
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