
Judge finds college rule infringes speech rights - The Washington Times: Nation/Politics

September 06, 2003 

 Advertise  Subscription 

 

 

  Site Map 

  Front Page 

  Nation/Politics 

   -Pruden on Politics 

   -Inside the Beltway 

   -Inside Politics 

   -Inside the Ring 

   -Federal Report 

   -Around the Nation 

   -Daybook 

   -Steiner Cartoon 

  World 

  Commentary 

  Editorials/Op-Ed 

  Metropolitan 

  Sports 

  Business 

  Technology 

  Entertainment 

  Books 

  Food 

  Wash. Weekend 

  Travel 

  Family Times 

  Culture, etc. 

  Civil War 

  Weather 

  Classifieds 

  Home Guide 

  Auto Weekend 

  Employment 

 

 

Bush to address the nation 
on Iraq  

House approves vouchers 
for D.C.  

Democrats embrace 
amnesty for illegals  

FBI intensifies global 
manhunt for four terror 
suspects

 

22 million Americans are 
addicts  

UDC president's residence 
gets $215,000 refurbishing  

Massive job losses spur 
pessimism on recovery  

Abbas Resigns; Israel Bombs 
Gaza City  

Bermuda Devastated by 
Hurricane Fabian  

EU Nations Agree to Freeze 
Hamas Assets  

U.S. Accepts Patrols It 
Banned in Iraq  

Rumsfeld Lashes Out at Iraqi 
Critics  

9 Killed in Escalating 
Kashmir Violence  

Soldiers Kill at Least 25 in 
Colombia  

Ridge Seeks Europe's Help in 
Terror Fight  

Troops in Liberia Postpone 
Peacekeepers  

Taiwan Activists Demand 
Name Change  

Judge finds college rule 
infringes speech rights
By Joyce Howard Price
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

 

    A federal judge told a Pennsylvania college 
Thursday it couldn't enforce a school code that 
could violate its students' First Amendment 
rights. 
    Judge John E. Jones II temporarily barred 
officials at Shippensburg University from 
implementing some provisions from the school's 
Student Code of Conduct, which urges students 
to take views that don't antagonize others and 
"mirror the official views of the administration." 
Judge Jones said parts of the code could "likely" 
be found unconstitutional in a future ruling. 
    "Were we to deny a preliminary injunction, 
the First Amendment rights of Shippensburg 
University's students would continue to be 
violated," Judge Jones wrote in his 32-page 
opinion. 
    The judge acknowledged that the potentially 
discriminatory provisions in the code are not 
being enforced by Anthony F. Ceddia, president 
of the Harrisburg campus since 1981, but he 
said it's possible a future administration might 
do so. 
    The decision came in a lawsuit two students 
— a Shippensburg graduate and a senior — 
brought against the institution in April, 
challenging the legality of the speech code. They 
were represented by lawyers with the 
Philadelphia-based Foundation for Individual 
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Rights in Education, a censorship-watchdog 
organization. 
    "This is a great victory and a vital step in the 
struggle against the scandal of unconstitutional 
campus censorship in public colleges and 
universities," FIRE Chief Executive Thor 
Halvorssen said. 
    The suit held that some language in the 
speech code was improperly "vague and 
overboard." It specifically targeted a provision 
that forbids students from engaging in 
communication that "might provoke, harass, 
intimidate or harm another." 
    In his ruling, Judge Jones wrote, "Indeed, the 
language of the code instructs students that they 
must 'mirror' the university's ideals as they apply to racial tolerance, cultural 
diversity and social justice." 
    The plaintiffs said the speech code "chilled" their free speech, since they 
were reluctant to take positions on some controversial issues, fearing they 
could face sanctions. 
    "These provisions could certainly be used to truncate debate and free 
expression by students," Judge Jones observed in his opinion. 
    Reacting to the decision, Mr. Ceddia said, "We respect the rule of law and 
will comply with the ruling, while, at the same time, maintaining the 
university's core values — community, character and citizenship — which are 
critical for the success and development of our students." 
    The university unsuccessfully sought to have the lawsuit dismissed. 
    Established in 1871 as a state normal school, the university was long 
known as the State Teachers College at Shippensburg. It has an enrollment 
of 6,500 undergraduates and 1,000 graduate students. 
    Mr. Halvorssen insisted "hundreds and hundreds" of public higher 
education institutions have such speech codes and says many are enforced. 
     "We intend to bring each of them down," he said in a telephone interview 
yesterday. 
    FIRE said it will be seeking to make the temporary injunction against the 
school permanent. 
    

Back to National/Politics

 

 

  All site contents copyright © 2003 News World Communications, Inc.
Privacy Policy

 

http://www.thefire.org/offsite/data/washington_times_090603.html (2 of 2) [7/22/2004 5:56:40 PM]

http://washtimes.healthology.com/
http://washingtontimes.abracat.com/c2/services/index.xml
http://www.washingtontimes.com/market
http://www.washingtontimes.com/touristguide
http://www.washingtontimes.com/giftguide
http://www.internationalreports.net/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/archive
http://www.washingtontimes.com/subscribe
http://www.washingtontimes.com/advertise
http://www.washingtontimes.com/about-twt
http://www.washingtontimes.com/contact-us
http://www.insightmag.com/
http://www.worldandi.com/
http://www.americasnewspaper.com/
http://www.metimes.com/
http://www.tdm.com/
http://www.sgt.co.kr/
http://www.sgtusa.com/
http://www.edutimes.co.kr/
http://www.worldtimes.co.jp/
http://www.thewgm.com/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/upi-breaking/20030906-073614-7859r.htm
http://www.washingtontimes.com/upi-breaking/20030906-073614-7859r.htm
http://www.washingtontimes.com/upi-breaking/20030906-102123-1440r.htm
http://www.washingtontimes.com/upi-breaking/20030906-102123-1440r.htm
http://www.washingtontimes.com/upi-breaking/20030906-095451-1205r.htm
http://www.washingtontimes.com/upi-breaking/20030906-095451-1205r.htm
http://www.washingtontimes.com/upi-breaking/20030906-091919-9070r.htm
http://www.washingtontimes.com/upi-breaking/20030906-091919-9070r.htm
http://www.washingtontimes.com/upi-breaking/20030906-083933-5028r.htm
http://www.washingtontimes.com/upi-breaking/20030906-083933-5028r.htm
http://www.washingtontimes.com/upi-breaking/20030906-082346-6601r.htm
http://www.washingtontimes.com/upi-breaking/20030906-082346-6601r.htm
http://www.washingtontimes.com/upi-breaking/20030906-080934-2426r.htm
http://www.washingtontimes.com/upi-breaking/20030906-080934-2426r.htm
http://www.washingtontimes.com/upi-breaking/20030906-074635-5786r.htm
http://www.washingtontimes.com/upi-breaking/20030906-074635-5786r.htm
http://dynamic.washtimes.com/print_story.cfm?StoryID=20030906-120039-1990r
http://www.washingtontimes.com/national/index.htm
http://dynamic.washtimes.com/email_story.cfm?StoryID=20030906-120039-1990r
http://www.washingtontimes.com/about-twt/privacy.htm
http://www.washingtontimes.com/national/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/world/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/commentary/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/classifieds/

	thefire.org
	Judge finds college rule infringes speech rights - The Washington Times: Nation/Politics


	CKFMAHMNFIEGJLMIDKKNPOEFBJGJJGBHOE: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f4: 0
	f5: MssRes.msk
	f6: MssFind.cfg
	f7: 0
	f8: X
	f9: N
	f10: -1

	f2:  Search 
	f3: 




