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World
 At Kosovo edge, US troops nab rebels, potatoes

 

A NATO border force aims to cut off the rebels in Macedonia. 
The success – or failure – of the peacekeepers to cut off supplies 
and rebel reinforcements could determine how long the unrest 
around Tetovo, Macedonia, goes on. By Richard Mertens 

 India's new watchdogs bite back

 

Six government and Army leaders have resigned in the past two 
weeks as a bribery scandal unfolds. The corruption sting has 
jolted the country into a bold new era of Internet journalism. By 
Janaki Bahadur Kremmer 

 Northwest Pakistan, where guns are the jewelry of men

 
Twelve years after the Soviet Union left Afghanistan in defeat, 
the weapons bazaars of Pakistan's northwest are making and 
selling guns as if the war never ended. By Scott Baldauf 

 In the politics of calypso, crooners hitting an off note?

 
Beyond banana boats and lost loves, Trinidad's calpyso was born 
of political protest. But now there's protest over a new strain of 
singers. By Reese Erlich 

 Reporters on the Job

 Monitor reporters share tales from the field. 

USA
 The US drag on world economy

  

TUESDAY, MARCH 27, 2001 

 e-mail this story to a friend 

FEATURES, LEARNING

COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES

Campuses struggle 
to define free speech 

By Kim Campbell 
mailto:campbellk@csps.com and Noel C. 
Paul 
Staff writers of The Christian Science Monitor 
Write a letter to the editor 
mailto:oped@csps.com 

The issue of free speech is getting a sharp 
test on America's college campuses. 

At universities from Berkeley to Brown, a 
controversial ad placed in campus 
newspapers has pitted student publications 
against their readers, and freedom of 
expression against perceived racism. 

In response to the ad, which argues against 
giving reparations for slavery to African-
Americans, student groups have protested - 
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Despite growing concern about the US economy, it is not a dead 
weight dragging the rest of the world down into recessionary 
depths – at least, not yet. By Peter Grier 

 A Delta twist on desegregation

 

As a 1970s lawsuit draws to an end, Mississippi's black colleges 
must enroll whites. Ultimately, the case may set a precedent – and 
prompt more than 50 other black colleges in 19 states to review 
their own enrollment rules. By Patrik Jonsson 

 Creatively seeking mentors among the time-starved

 

Many would-be mentors in today's time-crunched competitive 
culture are scared away, creating a stumbling block for the 
nation's 5,000 mentoring organizations. As a result, many 
organizations have found creative, pioneering new ways to get 
volunteers involved. By Alexandra Marks 

 Seattle sours on promise of global trade

 
When Boeing announced it would leave Seattle – its home for 
more than 80 years – it was as if a sky full of B-52s had carpet-
bombed this city's psyche. By Dean Paton 

 High court to decide who owns newspaper archives

 

Internet-based electronic archives of newspaper and magazine 
articles have revolutionized the business of current-events 
research. Freelance writers will argue Wednesday that they 
deserve royalties for use of articles in digital databases. By 
Warren Richey 

 The quiet force in campaign-finance fight

 A profile of the lesser-known sponsor of the McCain–Feingold 
campaign-finance reform bill, Russell Feingold. By Dante Chinni 

 On Florida's diamonds, hope glistens

 

The rest of the country might be icy cold and dreary, but in 
Florida it's time once again for the "boys of summer" to play ball. 
Baseball's annual rite of spring prepares the players – and their 
expectant fans – for another reach for glory. Photos by Andy 
Nelson - staff; text by Warren Richey - staff 

Editorial
 Night Vision in the Balkans

 Both the US and Europe should appreciate how quickly and how 
well they've dealt with the latest violence in the Balkans. 

 Local Involvement in Schools

 

The struggle to improve local public schools demands local civic 
responsibility and community involvement. Right now, though, 
something is clearly out of whack between schools and their 
communities. 

 Today's cartoon

Opinion

•Chalk Talk: 
School- 
democracy 

snapshot 

in one case taking 
thousands of papers to 
keep the message from 
getting out. Some 
editors have apologized 
for the ad, angering free-
speech defenders. 

The conundrum has highlighted the 
difficulties campuses face as they try to 
foster both racial sensitivity and free debate. 
And it's left educators and students 
wondering if the image of college as a place 
where all views can be heard is just a 1960s 
ideal. 

"There is less discussion of controversial 
issues on college campuses than anywhere 
else in society, and that's a tragedy," says 
Harvey Silverglate, co-author of "The 
Shadow University: The Betrayal of Liberty 
on America's Campuses." 

Colleges are much more diverse than they 
were 40 years ago. But some experts say 
that just as students are being asked to be 
more accepting of one another, they have 
become less tolerant of viewpoints that 
challenge their own, or are not considered 
"politically correct." 

Administrators are part of the problem, say 
critics like Mr. Silverglate, an attorney and 
adviser to Brown's student chapter of the 
American Civil Liberties Union. He says 
schools are imposing more rules about 
speech that is considered harassing and 
looking the other way when students take 
actions that suppress views, like stealing 
papers. 

Don't like today's issue? 
Steal it. 
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 Clinton's tough prison watch

 Loyal Clinton supporters – African-Americans – have suffered 
most from his incarceration policies. By Joe Davidson 

 35 years, over easy

 

As the Monitor Breakfast group celebrates 35 years of serving 
bacon, eggs and probing questions to more than 3,000 
newsmakers, it seems a fitting moment to reflect on highlights of 
many, many press sessions with public figures that started back in 
1966. By Godfrey Sperling 

 Letters

Learning
 The other March Madness

 

In the shadow of the NCAA tournament, players' homework 
habits, exams, and even e-mail use are scrutinized by academic 
advisers. So while these potential pros showcase their athletic 
talent for scouts at the tournament, they also must stay focused on 
academic performance. By Lane Hartill 

 School-democracy snapshot

 

I've unofficially dubbed this "First Amendment Month." Beyond 
the anecdotes, a study released this month found that educators 
support the First Amendment in principle, but are hesitant to 
apply it in schools. Chalk Talk column by Stacy Teicher 

 Campuses struggle to define free speech

 

At universities from Berkeley to Brown, a controversial ad placed 
in campus newspapers has pitted student publications against their 
readers, and freedom of expression against perceived racism. By 
Kim Campbell and Noel C. Paul 

 Student activists: still a strong force

 How student activism is alive and well – and kicking hard – 
today. By Tricia Cowen 

 Improvising a back-to-school life

 Adults in pursuit of degrees are finding different ways to blend 
study with relationships and jobs. By Lee Lawrence 

 School decisions often leave residents and teachers 
feeling 'out of the loop'

 
A new nationwide survey indicates Americans are not sufficiently 
involved in discussions that determine the direction of their local 
schools. By Marjorie Coeyman 

 Masters of quiz-show prep

 How far some people will go to get a spot on – and succeed at – 
game shows. By Lane Hartill 

 The Notebook

 Finishing the job: school and hoop 

Theft of college papers has increased 
dramatically in the last decade, according to 
the Washington-based Student Press Law 
Center, which advises high school and 
college papers on their First Amendment 
rights. Before a high-profile case of paper 
theft in 1993 at the University of 
Pennsylvania, there were about a half-dozen 
incidents of theft per year. Since then, the 
number has ranged from a dozen to as many 
as 40 in an academic year. 

 TAKING ACTION: Brown 
University sophomores, 
including a member of the 
Coalition of Concerned Students 
(r.), talk about a controversial 
ad by conservative author David 
Horowitz that ran in the student 
paper The Brown Daily Herald. 
STEW MILNE/AP

The 

pattern suggests that the definition of open 
discussion on campuses is changing. More 
students respond with disbelief and anger at 
the utterance of unpopular opinions, 
educators say. 

Nearly 30 campus newspapers decided not 
to run the anti-reparations ad offered by 
conservative pundit David Horowitz. But on 
many of the 13 campuses where the ad has 
appeared - including the University of 
California at Berkeley and at Davis, Brown 
University in Providence, R.I., the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, and 
Duke University in Durham, N.C. - 
protesters have charged papers with being 
insensitive to African-American heritage 
and complicating efforts to help racial 
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 What's New

The Home Forum
 Cardboard contains many possibilities

 
First, it was a hatband. Now it's used to ship 90 percent of all 
goods. A Kid Space special on the many uses of corrugated 
cardboard. By Ross Atkin 

 Today's Article on Christian Science: Hey, Buddy! You 
can't go in there

The News in Brief
 World

 USA

 Business & Finance

 Etc...

 

groups reach common ground. 

"It really angered me because ... this created 
more of a rift between the various students 
on campus," says Goldie Pritchard, a 
student of West African descent at UC-
Davis who works at the campus Cross-
Cultural Center. "I think it's important to 
have a dialogue, but there are people who 
will take that [ad] at face value and not look 
at the whole picture." 

Some student objectors have taken action to 
make sure their opposition to the ad is 
heard, storming college papers' offices and, 
in the case of Brown, taking virtually an 
entire press run of 4,000 papers. Since then, 
several editions carrying the ad have 
circulated. 

The stealing of papers troubled Carl Takei, 
the head of Brown's chapter of the ACLU. 
He and other students formed an 
organization called Students of Color 
Against Censorship shortly after the papers 
were taken and took out their own ad in The 
Brown Daily Herald. 

"We were horrified that a group of students 
acting in the name of the minority 
community was suppressing dialogue and 
censoring opposing viewpoints," Mr. Takei 
says. "We don't believe that viewpoints 
should be censored because people find 
them offensive." 

What surprises many observers is that 
minority groups would squelch speech, 
given that historically they have been most 
threatened by censorship. 

Not everyone points the finger at political 
correctness. Todd Gitlin, a professor of 
culture and communication at New York 
University, says students don't have the 
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same affection for free speech as he 
witnessed in the 1960s. That sentiment, he 
says, has been replaced by indifference. 

"There's been a devaluation of reason," Mr. 
Gitlin says. "Today, debate just seems like a 
drag. Video games are more interesting. The 
life of the mind and democracy have 
become a side show." 

But Gitlin suggests this new apathy may be 
linked to school administrators' growing 
role as fundraisers - something that makes 
them reluctant to let tensions between 
students flare and draw the ire of concerned 
parents and donors. 

"It's a tragedy of American higher education 
that administrators are fundraisers," he says. 
"In general, they are politicians who are 
looking to their monied constituencies and 
want to protect their multiethnic flank." 

Tougher guidelines on 
speech 

In the past decade, administrations have 
toughened guidelines for harassment and 
acceptable speech. The University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, for example, has had 
its current faculty speech code in place since 
1999. It states that "some hurtful 
expressions ... play no meaningful role in 
the free exchange of ideas; they may, 
indeed, inhibit that exchange...." 

Robert O' Neil is a former president of the 
University of Wisconsin and the University 
of Virginia who now teaches a 
constitutional law class on church and state 
at the latter. He intentionally tries not offend 
anyone. "I feel I owe it to my students," he 
says. "All of them are more likely to be able 
to learn than if I ran the risk of offending 
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anyone unwittingly." 

He attributes this careful treatment by him 
and other colleagues in part to the 
increasing sensitivity among students. But 
he defends the approach as the best way to 
promote learning in the classroom. 

In the case of the Horowitz ad, protecting 
speech and student sensitivities can be a 
difficult balancing act. Some officials 
responded with forums for discussion after 
the ad ran, others built websites offering 
opposing positions. 

"Probably over time we will change [our 
website] to include pros and cons, but for 
the immediate future, we thought it was 
important to give the student community 
here the message that there is another point 
of view," says Jesús Trevino, director of the 
Intergroup Relations Center at Arizona 
State University in Tempe. He says the 
student paper, which later printed an 
apology, should have first offered space for 
opposing views. 

The Daily Californian at Berkeley is one of 
the papers criticized by free-speech 
advocates for apologizing for the ad. 

"Our position has been completely 
distorted," says editor Daniel Hernandez, 
explaining that the editorial board didn't 
change its mind about the ad. It never saw 
it; the business side made the decision to 
publish it. 

Free debate is very much a part of Berkeley, 
Mr. Hernandez says, noting that his paper 
often takes conservative positions. But he is 
critical of Mr. Horowitz's approach, which 
he says aims to pick a fight rather than 
promote civil discourse. Hernandez also 
takes aim at other papers, wondering if they 
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are getting involved with the ad to draw 
attention to themselves and then "preaching 
about the First Amendment [when] we 
haven't even mastered our craft yet." 

Some educators suggest that nostalgia for 
the good old days in which everything could 
be freely discussed on campuses is based on 
a myth. "We need one institution in this 
world in which any question can be asked 
and any answer found," says Arthur Levine, 
president of Teachers College at Columbia 
University in New York. "No institution has 
been closer, but universities have never 
been able to do this." 

• Send email to campbellk@csps.com. 

For further information: 

●     Brown Daily Herald 
●     Late night with David Horowitz 

Salon 
●     The Free Speech Movement: Media 

Resources University of California 
Berkeley 

Please Note: The Monitor does not endorse 
the sites behind these links. We offer them 
for your additional research. 

Home | Archive | Subscriptions | Get Free 
E-mail Update | Send Editor E-mail | Monitor 
Talk | Today's Paper | @csmonitor.com | 
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