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    After Legal Threat, UNC Allows InterVarsity Ministry to Remain on 
Campus

By Jim Brown
January 7, 2003

(AgapePress) - There's been a First Amendment victory at the University of 
North Carolina-Chapel Hill. InterVarsity Christian Fellowship (IVCF) will be 
allowed to continue operating "as an official recognized student 
organization."

A UNC official had told InterVarsity it would be stripped of university funding 
unless the campus ministry allowed non-Christians to serve in leadership 
roles. But in a sudden about-face, UNC Chancellor James Moeser said he 
wanted to preserve the school's relationship with Intervarsity, and vowed to 
do all he can to support IVCF and its values.

Alan Charles Kors is president of the Foundation for Individual Rights in Education (FIRE), which had 
threatened to sue UNC. He says apparently Chancellor Moeser did not even know that his own 
administration had such an intolerable double-standard toward Christian students.

"If that's the case, it seems to me he's blamable for that," Kors says. He adds that since Moeser has now 
been alerted of the problem, "it ought to concern him a great deal that, on his watch, his administration 
failed to uphold the most basic American values of freedom of association, free exercise of religion, freedom 
of religion, and freedom of expression."

In addition, Kors says, citizens ought to be troubled that only after the case received public exposure and 
the university was threatened with the lawsuit did the administration decide to stop this denial of equal 
rights. He says that begs a question.

"What is there in the administrative culture of UNC -- and what is there in the political and cultural climate at 
UNC -- that the First Amendment could be trashed by an administrator who, under the guise of preventing 
religious discrimination, could rule out the ability of Christian organizations to be Christian?"

Kors says many high university administrators have given over student life offices to ideologues and zealots 
who believe it is their job to impose a set of politically correct values and worldviews.

A statement from FIRE indicates UNC is not the only American college campus where the rights of religious 
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groups have been limited. It says FIRE is currently defending the rights of similar groups at Rutgers 
University and at Harvard University. [See Related Article]
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