
ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY 
Preamble 
Lock Haven University endeavors to promote an appreciation of the values of fairness and 
intellectual honesty and to establish a climate of academic freedom within which students learn. 
Any breach of trust may undermine academic freedom and diminish the integrity of the 
University's mission. The University has established means of discouraging academic dishonesty 
and has established procedures to protect every student's right to fair treatment and due process. 
Instructors share the expectation that students demonstrate their mastery of subject matter in an 
honorable and straightforward manner. Violations of ethical norms are very serious. 
Policy 
Lock Haven University forbids academic dishonesty. Students who commit acts of academic 
dishonesty shall be subject to the sanctions outlined below. This policy applies to all students 
registered at Lock Haven University during or after their enrollment. Students may contest only 
(1) whether or not academic dishonesty has occurred or (2) whether a penalty was given 
capriciously.  
Responsibilities of Instructor 
Instructors are encouraged to include a statement regarding academic dishonesty in the course 
outline. Faculty members have the right to investigate any circumstances that may constitute 
violations of academic honesty. 
Responsibilities of Students 
Students who do not attend the first day of class must seek out a copy of the course outline. 
Students must meet the time deadlines outlined in this policy or forfeit the opportunity to appeal 
the decision. 
As members of the University community, students share the responsibility for promoting and 
maintaining academic integrity. A student who becomes aware of an act of academic dishonesty 
by another student should bring this information to the attention of the instructor. Either the 
instructor or student may initiate a charge of academic dishonesty.  
Definitions 
An act of academic dishonesty involves fraud, deceit, or misrepresentation in attempting to 
obtain academic credit or influence the grading process by means unauthorized by the course 
instructor or inconsistent with University policy. Academic honesty is breached when a student 
willfully gives or receives assistance not authorized in course work, and/or who intentionally 
fails to adhere to, or assists others in failing to adhere to, the University policy on academic 
honesty. 
Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited, to the following: 

1.       Plagiarism. The definition of plagiarism for purposes of Lock Haven University policy is as follows:  
At one extreme, plagiarism is the word-for-word copying of another's writing without enclosing the copied 
passage in quotation marks and identifying it in a proper citation. At the other end of the spectrum, 
plagiarism is the casual inclusion of a particular idea or term which one has obtained from another's writing 
or speaking, and which is presented as one's own opinion or idea. Within the broad spectrum, plagiarism 
may include weaving into the text random writings of others without proper identification of the sources. It 
is also the paraphrased and abbreviated restatement of the analysis and conclusions of another, without the 
due acknowledgment of the author's text as the basis for recapitulation. Plagiarism also includes, but is not 
limited to, "the wrongful appropriation, in whole or part, of another's literary, artistic, musical, mechanical, 
technical, or computer program composition." 

2.   Receiving and/or providing unauthorized assistance for and during examinations. 
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3. Using unauthorized notes, materials and devices during examinations. 

4. Presenting material research prepared by others, including commercial services, as one's   

     own work in fulfilling course requirements. 

5.  Collusion with others in attempting to circumvent course requirements. 

6.   Making fraudulent statements or claims to gain academic credit or influence grading. 

7.  Attempting to bribe faculty or other University personnel in order to gain academic   

     advantage. 

8.   Securing or possessing course examination material prior to the administration of the  

     examination from the instructor or proctor without the consent of the instructor. 

9.       Taking an examination or course on another's behalf or arranging for another to take an   

      examination or course on one's behalf. 

    10.  Altering transcripts and misusing other records and identification material. 

    11. Intentionally falsifying or arbitrarily inventing research and data to be presented as an    

           academic endeavor.  
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