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19. Invitation of Off-Campus Speakers  (See also Board Policy 7005.01, Access to Campus for 
Purposes of Solicitation, Distribution of Materials and Presentation of Information by 
Employees and Visitors) 
 
The freedoms of speech and assembly guaranteed by the First and Fourteenth 
Amendments to the United States Constitution shall be enjoyed by the members of the 
University community regarding the opportunity to hear off-campus, or outside, speakers on 
the campus. 
 
However, there is no absolute right to assemble or to make or hear a speech at any time or 
place regardless of the circumstances, content of speech, purpose of assembly or probable 
consequences of such meeting or speech.  In order that the rights of all students might be 
assured, the calendaring of outside speakers shall be subject to the following: 

 
 a. A request in writing to invite an outside speaker will be considered by the Vice President 

for Student Affairs only when made by a registered student organization at least ten (10) 
University working days in advance of the scheduled event.  This request shall include: 
(a) the name of the sponsoring organization; (b) name of the speaker; (c) time and date; 
(d) desired location of the meeting; (e) anticipated size of the audience; and (f) topic of 
speech. 

 
 b. A request for space shall be made to the Office of Kilcawley Center Reservations (for the 

use of Kilcawley Center and University housing facilities) or to the Events Coordinator 
(for other University facilities) by an officer of the registered student organization 
sponsoring the speaker not later than ten (10) University working days prior to the date 
of the proposed speaking engagement. 

 
c. A request made by a registered organization may be denied only if the Vice President for 

Student Affairs determines, after proper inquiry, that the proposed speaker will constitute 
a clear and present danger to the institution’s orderly operation by the speaker’s 
advocacy of such actions as: 

 
1) The violent overthrow of the government of the United States, the State of Ohio, or 

any political subdivision thereof. 
 
2) The willful damage or destruction, or seizure and subversion, of the institution’s 

buildings or other property. 
 
3) The forcible disruption or impairment of, or interference with, the institution’s 

regularly scheduled classes or other educational functions. 
 
4) The physical harm, coercion, intimidation or other invasion of lawful rights of the 

institution’s officials, faculty members, or students or other campus disorder of a 
violent nature. 

 
5) In determining the existence of a clear and present danger, the Vice President for 

Student Affairs may consider all relevant factors, including whether such speaker 
has, within the past five (5) years, incited violence resulting in the destruction of 
property at any educational institution or has willfully caused the forcible disruption of 
regularly scheduled classes or other educational functions at any such institution. 
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d. The decision of the Vice President for Student Affairs is final. 
 

e. In granting the request, the Vice President for Student Affairs may require that the 
speaking event be chaired by a member of the administration or faculty, and may further 
require a statement to be made at the meeting that the views presented are not 
necessarily those of the institution or of the sponsoring group. 

 
20. Scheduling of off campus social events 
 
 Events that are communicated, publicized or advertised as associated with a registered 

student organization (including descriptions on social media such as Facebook or Twitter) 
are considered to be sponsored by the organization and are subject to the following 
requirements.  Any registered organization hosting a social event or party must provide the 
following information to the Office of Campus Recreation and Student Programming and to 
the University Police at least two (2) weeks prior to the proposed function. 

 
a. Name of the sponsoring organization; 
 
b. Location of the event; 
 
c. Date and time of event; 
 
d. Name and contact information for site risk manager, student organization member 

responsible or event planner and if appropriate, other official contacts in attendance; 
 
e. The University reserves the right to require: 

 
1) Adequate security (determined by YSU Police); 
 
2) A list of all attendees; 
 
3) A statement of whether alcohol will be present and what procedures will be in place 

to ensure Section F., 14. will be followed. 
 

Failure to follow the above requirements will result in charges under The Code of Student 
Conduct. 

 
21. Use of Bulletin Boards 
 
 Bulletin board space is provided at numerous locations throughout campus. Regulations 

governing the posting of materials on bulletin boards are described below.  Posting of 
materials on trees, posts, buildings, or other non-bulletin board surfaces (e.g., auto/truck 
windshields) is prohibited. 

 
 a. Official University/departmental bulletin boards are located in all University buildings.  

Regulations governing the posting of materials on these boards are determined by the 
department responsible. 

 
 b. Student Government regulations govern individual student and registered student 

organization materials posted on student bulletin boards located in buildings throughout 


