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OPINION

THE RECORD

Letters to the editor
 

Thursday, July 28, 2005 

The Record has performed an incredible public service by publishing three 
recent series of articles detailing fiscal irresponsibility in state institutions 
and agencies. I refer to the articles on 1) no-bid contract awards and other 
irregular practices at the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New 
Jersey; 2) the secrecy surrounding the spending of tax money for biotech 
initiatives in state-run agencies and state-supported academic research 
centers; and 3) questionable spending practices at the New Jersey State 
Interscholastic Athletic Association.

The articles were all 
meticulously researched 
and clearly presented to an 
astounded reading public.

It appears that in New 
Jersey, there is no 
shortage of institutions and 
agencies that may be in 
need of investigation for 
fiscal impropriety.

The Record should follow 
up these stories to detail 
the change in practices 
(and penalties, if any are 
applied). The culture of self-serving greed must be monitored constantly.

Silvio Laccetti

Hoboken, July 13

Regarding "The definition of WMD" (Your Views, July 24): 

The writer takes issue with those who state that the invasion of Iraq was 
"based on 'no solid proof' of WMD," or as he states, "NBC" (nuclear, 
biological and chemical) weapons. He correctly states that these weapons 
include more than just nuclear weapons. He also correctly reminds us that 
Saddam Hussein used chemical agents against the Kurds.

What he left out was when these weapons were used - more than 15 years 

The Record and the 
Herald News welcome 
your comments. Send a 
letter to The Record or 
the Herald News. 
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ago. Yes, Saddam had chemical weapons, sold to him by the Reagan 
administration before and after Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld's 
visits to Baghdad and after he had used them against Iran, with our tacit 
approval. These chemical agents have a limited shelf life, and the sanctions 
and U.N. inspections were implemented to limit, successfully, Saddam's 
ability to acquire such weapons.

Saddam used no such weapons in the invasion of Kuwait, in the first Gulf 
War or in his own defense against Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Clearly the Iraq invasion, at a great cost in lives and resources, has proven, 
beyond a shadow of a doubt, that as former Secretary of State Colin Powell 
and current Secretary Condoleezza Rice both stated in 2001, Saddam was 
being contained and posed no threat to his neighbors.

George Farago

Wayne, July 24

Regarding "Taking a policy too far" (Editorial, July 22), in which The Record 
criticized William Paterson University's punishment of Jihad Daniel for 
sending an e-mail disapproving of homosexuality, I'd like to add a couple of 
points.

First, Daniel's status as a graduate student prevails over his status as an 
employee. The e-mail to which he responded (which advertised a movie 
about a lesbian relationship) was related to the school curriculum, not his 
work duties. WPU's attempt to make this an employment matter is a 
smokescreen. No student should ever be called in by government officials 
to be told that his religious beliefs are "offensive."

Second, the professor who accused Daniel of discrimination is the chair of 
WPU's Women's Studies Department. Simply put, Daniel does not have 
the power to engage in workplace discrimination against a highly placed 
professor.

Finally, the Foundation for Individual Rights in Education (FIRE), which the 
editorial described as a "conservative group," is non-partisan and has 
defended everyone from the College Republicans to PETA.

Robert L. Shibley 

Philadelphia, July 25

The writer is program manager of the Foundation for Individual Rights in 
Education (FIRE).

The legislation to ban smoking while driving proposed by Assembly 
members John McKeon and Loretta Weinberg ("Drivers fume over smoking 
ban," Page A-3, July 25) will make no difference in my lifestyle. I am a 
non-smoker.

However, when will the infringement on our personal rights end in this 
state? Of course, this is all done in the name of safety. Well, maybe they 
should start equipping our automobiles with steering cuffs. We could make 
them retractable like the seat belts; then we needn't worry about 
cellphones, coffee, picnics, make-up, smoking, etc.

Come to think of it, let's take out the radios, CD players, vanity mirrors, 
animals and kids, too. Let's face it, these are all distractions. And, if you 
have attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, better get yourself a driver.

Linda Santucci
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Upper Saddle River, July 25

Assemblywoman Loretta Weinberg, D-Teaneck, may be onto something 
with her proposed mobile smoking ban.

I can't say how many times I've observed rude drivers and passengers 
flicking their cigarette butts out the windows, even though their cars must 
have ashtrays. Dangerous, too, since these butts are loaded with potent 
chemicals that can easily be consumed by wildlife. And I also can't say how 
many times on beautiful days that I've had to shut my car's windows to 
avoid taking in smoke from that smoking car in front of me.

Rich Baudisch 

Montvale, July 26

As a health-care provider, I have too often seen the tragic effects from a 
lifetime of tobacco use. As such, I strongly support legislation banning 
smoking in the workplace, in bars and restaurants, in casinos and in 
outdoor spaces such as parks and playgrounds. The intent of such 
legislation is to protect the non-smoker from the many dangerous side 
effects of secondhand smoke.

The pending legislation that would ban smoking while driving, however, 
must be looked at in a different light. Before allowing such a blatant 
intrusion of the law into individual privacy, there must be inarguably 
sufficient cause to do so. The AAA study cited notes that 1 percent of 
accidents linked to distraction were smoking-related. Is this sufficient 
cause? It seems unlikely that smoking is among the greatest concerns of 
the road.

Increased vigilance toward the enforcement of existing laws, such as those 
against aggressive driving, would yield far more meaningful results in 
assuring motorist safety.

Evan Spivack

Teaneck, July 26

I was glad to see the article on Sahaja Yoga ("Hundreds fill weekend with 
devotion, bliss," Page L-3, |July 24).

As a practitioner for the past 16 years, I would like to elaborate on certain 
points: The house for Shri Mataji in Ridgefield Park, although built by her 
followers, was paid for by her husband, Sir C.P. Srivastava.

Sahaja Yoga meditation is mostly about sitting quietly with eyes closed and 
feeling the flow of divine energy. Repeating phrases or chanting is only a 
small part of it, and we do this only when mentally or emotionally we are in 
a disturbed state and are not able to meditate. Moving our hands is a way 
of channeling the divine energy, which we feel as a cool breeze in our 
fingers to any part within us where we feel an obstruction to the flow.

Arranged marriages are not forced on anyone by Mataji. A large number of 
people in Sahaja Yoga marry on their own, according to the culture they 
come from. I am a good example, as my marriage was not arranged by 
Mataji. This practice of marriages being arranged was started a long time 
ago when some people desired to find a partner with whom they could 
share a spiritual life and continues even now.

As for getting divorced, statistically the divorce rate in Sahaja Yoga is very 
low; perhaps five in 100, and they happen when the couples do not get 
along at all. It is their own choice. Mataji loves to see well-settled families 
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that are in harmony and this, she says, is the foundation for a true spiritual 
life. I have seen her spend hours just to reconcile one estranged couple, or 
to guide families going through difficult times.

Sridevi Vallabhaneni 

Paramus, July 26

Rather than chastising Bergen County Freeholders David Ganz and 
Bernadette McPherson for spending $9,000 on coffee and doughnuts, I 
think they should be congratulated ("Buying doughnuts or votes?" Page L-1, 
July 13). Just when we thought New Jersey politicians had found every 
conceivable way to waste taxpayer money, Ganz and McPherson have 
come up with one more gimmick.

You have to admire their arrogance: first of all, to add something so 
ludicrous to the county budget, and then to send out an official letter 
bragging about their good deed.

I suppose if the plot weren't exposed by The Record, the doughnuts and 
coffee for Election Day poll workers would have been accompanied by 
signs letting everyone know that Ganz and McPherson were responsible for 
the refreshments. Don't you just love it when our public officials are so 
generous with other people's money?

Dan Miller

Carlstadt, July 26
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