
Commentary » Blog Archive » Indoctrination at the University of Delaware http://www.commentarymagazine.com/blogs/index.php/lewis/1283

1 of 7 11/12/2007 9:52 AM

Commentary

Sign In | Home | Customer Service | About Us

 

 
advanced search 

search



Commentary » Blog Archive » Indoctrination at the University of Delaware http://www.commentarymagazine.com/blogs/index.php/lewis/1283

2 of 7 11/12/2007 9:52 AM

Subscribe
Give a Gift

Renew
Customer Service

Back Issues
Buy Articles

Donate

   

Bowling with Others
James Q. Wilson

October 2007

1.

What Kind of War Are We Fighting, and Can We Win It?

November 2007

2.

Jewish Genius
Charles Murray

April 2007

3.

The Case for Bombing Iran
Norman Podhoretz

June 2007

4.

The Amateur as Critic
Terry Teachout
November 2007

5.

Advertisement



Commentary » Blog Archive » Indoctrination at the University of Delaware http://www.commentarymagazine.com/blogs/index.php/lewis/1283

3 of 7 11/12/2007 9:52 AM

 
about us | contact us | archive | contributors | subscribe to commentary | advertise | RSS

commentary's blogs: contentions | connecting the dots

« Norman Mailer, 1923-2007
The Seventh-Best World War II Novel »

Indoctrination at the University of Delaware

Michael J. Lewis - 11.10.2007 - 17:34 

A conspicuously embarrassed University of Delaware abandoned its residence life education program last week 
after details of its curriculum were made public by the Foundation for Individual Rights in Education (FIRE). At 
issue was the training manual prepared by Shakti Butler, a diversity training specialist with a national practice,
who has conducted facilitator training sessions for Shell Global and the Kellogg Foundation. Butler’s Diversity

Facilitation Training manual was meant to guide the university’s resident assistants in their meetings and training
sessions with students (a one-on-one meeting with the RA was mandatory).

The manual begins with a fascinating glossary, according to which all whites, without exception, are racists,
while non-whites cannot be (“by definition,” it explains helpfully). To read the entire glossary is to take a

nostalgic journey into the identity politics of a generation ago (in fact, it is a 1995 revision of an even older
document). For example:

A RACIST: A racist is one who is both privileged and socialized on the basis of race by a white 
supremacist (racist) system. The term applies to all white people (i.e., people of European descent) 

living in the United States, regardless of class, gender, religion, culture, or sexuality. By this 
definition, people of color cannot be racists . . .

A NON-RACIST: A non-term. The term was created by whites to deny responsibility for systemic
racism, to maintain an aura of innocence in the face of racial oppression, and to shift responsibility

for that oppression from whites to people of color (called “blaming the victim”) . . .

Although the University of Delaware program was spectacularly inept, it is hardly the nation’s only residential
life program that includes ideological indoctrination. Such programs have become rather common, although this

will be news to most adults over thirty. In fact, the emergence of these residential life programs in the past
decade is a sociological phenomenon of considerable interest, and marks a great swing of the generational
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pendulum.

Fifty years ago, it was still understood that colleges would exert some sort of moral control over the lives of its
students—through such institutions as parietal hours and compulsory chapel. Such prudery was soon swept away

everywhere, and by the 1970’s, colleges no longer presumed themselves to be acting in loco parentis. Their
scope of moral action had been reduced to that of a policeman at Woodstock: act in a life-threatening situation 

and otherwise look away.

But in the past generation, colleges have rediscovered their moralizing potential—at first reluctantly and then, in
many cases, eagerly. In large part, this was the result of anxiety over underage drinking. With the drinking age
raised to twenty-one, and with dire financial consequences for alcohol-related deaths, colleges began working
diligently to reduce any legal liability they might incur. But once administrators were hired to monitor student
life, they soon widened their purview—moving from what students drink to what they think. In an ominous 

essay, John Leo offers a tantalizing hypothesis as to how this happened: “highly ideological freshman orientation
programs are now widespread and meet so little resistance, the temptation to extend the brainwashing to all four

years of college may seem irresistible to eager ideologues.”

When the celebrated architect Louis Kahn was hired in 1960 to design a dormitory at Bryn Mawr College, he
was told that the rooms were not to have locks on the doors. The women students might lock their valuables in
closets, but they were not to be able to lock their doors. Today’s students no longer need worry about guarding

the privacy of their rooms. As for the privacy of their minds, that is another matter.
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pixologic Says: 
November 10th, 2007 at 8:35 pm

most North American universities now have speech codes, and it also applies to anything you send over 
the internet using a campus computer.

1.

Leave a Reply

 Name (required)

 E-mail address (will not be published) (required)

 Website



Commentary » Blog Archive » Indoctrination at the University of Delaware http://www.commentarymagazine.com/blogs/index.php/lewis/1283

5 of 7 11/12/2007 9:52 AM

Submit Comment

Advertisement

 



Commentary » Blog Archive » Indoctrination at the University of Delaware http://www.commentarymagazine.com/blogs/index.php/lewis/1283

6 of 7 11/12/2007 9:52 AM

 

FREE SAMPLE ISSUE

the complete archive
hundreds of authors
thousands of articles

American history
since 1945

ENTER THE ARCHIVE

ADVERTISER LINKS

Illustrations by Terry Colon
Accepting Nominations 

Medical Supplies
Software Development

Advertisement



Commentary » Blog Archive » Indoctrination at the University of Delaware http://www.commentarymagazine.com/blogs/index.php/lewis/1283

7 of 7 11/12/2007 9:52 AM

Advertisement

Commentary is proudly powered by WordPress 
Entries (RSS) and Comments (RSS).

Home | Subscribe | About Us | Donate | Advertise | Contact Us | Legal Notices | RSS

Copyright © 1997-2007 Commentary Magazine
All Rights Reserved

Help Us Make a 
Difference
Sign Up Today With Our 
Cell Phone Plan & We'll 
Donate 1% of Your Bill 
CredoMobile.com

Environmental Advocacy
MS in Environmental 
Studies Grassroots Social 
Action Movements 
www.antiochne.edu/es/eao/

Apply for a Scholarship
Find Hundeds of Online 
Colleges! AA, BA & 
Graduate Degree 
Programs. 
WashingtonPost.com

Host an Exchange 
Student
Make a difference in a 
teenagers life. SHARE! 
Your Heart & Home 
www.erdtshare.org

Fun K-8 School 
Assemblies
Creative And Engaging 
Program To Teach 
Cultural Diversity: Visit Us! 
www.MindYourPlanet.com


