
 

 

 
Ads by Yahoo!

Sourcing Mgmt Careers 
www.wyeth.com/careers 

USA Defense Industry Jobs 
www.USADefenseIndustryJobs.com 

 

 

 
Today's Events 

 

 

Events...  

 

Recent Podcasts 

Mason Students in New Orleans 

Day 1: Bus ride 

Day 2: Harsh reality 

Day 3: Talk with New 

Orleans principal  

Day 4: Final days  

 SUBSCRIBE  

 

Featured Videos 

IMMIGRATION RALLY  

DC 101 CHILI 

COOKOFF  

 

Photo Galleries 

DC 101 CHILI 

COOKOFF PHOTOS  

 

Broadside Affiliate Blogs 

BROADSIDE 

ONLINE BLOG  

 

MASON TECH BEAT  

CHINAFOX 

 

MOSTLY HARMLESS  

 

 

Can Your Hear Me Now? 
How Free is Speech at Mason?  

Asst. News Editor Becca Fulton  

The freedom of speech is guaranteed to inhabitants of the 

United States under the Bill of Rights.  While there are minor 

regulations on this freedom at all times, many students are 

beginning to wonder if one of their most basic, innate 

freedoms is being inhibited on and off George Mason’s 

campus.   

Often times, students’ controversial speech is limited to 

specific times and places, such as organized rallies or 

meetings.  Some students find this to be micro-managing on 

the university’s part, believing university officials want to 

inhibit speech for students, leaving controversial topics not 

only out of the public view but out of the classroom as well.   

“Much of our freedom of speech is limited to certain zones 

around campus,” said Jasper Connor, a prominent member of 

Students for a Democratic Society.  “This means that even in 

the classroom, we do not necessarily have the right to 

express our thoughts and ideas.”   

The university has undoubtedly established these regulations 

to protect and honor many people and feelings in such a 

diverse university, but speculation has arisen that these 

limitations are not only more than the majority of students 

want or need, but that they are unjust as well.   

The Foundation for Individual Rights in Education’s website, 

rated Mason as having a red light free speech policy, directly 

meaning that the university is censoring student speech.  

This rating is in response to  a number of incidents. In one of 

which a student was arrested for handing out anti-military 

fliers next to a military recruiter in the Johnson Center. 

Descriptions of the event differ, but This student was 

reported by students and arrested under Policy 1110, which 

describes regulations regarding vending sales and 

solicitation.  This rating also came after author and film-

maker Michael Moore’s lecture was canceled after many 

students and faculty wrote letters of discouragement to the 

president of the university about a liberal bias speaker on 

campus near election day. The university defended its action 

at the time by stating that Mason was not willing to pay the 

$35,000 Moore was asking to speak on campus.  

“I believe that is a fair rating [by FIRE] for many reasons, 

one is that many clubs such as the Students for a Democratic 

Society has had trouble getting recognized by the university 

and a lot of other political groups have had trouble getting 

adequate funding,” Connor said.  “If we do not have money, 

we cannot do things.  There are inherent economic 

advantages and the school does not seem to care.”   

 

Various Policies 

Regarding Speech on 

Campus 

University Policy Number 

1109 - Poster Posting  

 
This policy states that “No 

information or advertising will be 

posted that is inconsistent with the 

educational mission of the 

University.” It requires that posters 

and leaflets be approved prior to 

posting or distribution. “Posting of 

materials or distribution of 

flyers/leaflets without prior approval 

as specified above will be 

considered as littering and is subject 

to the laws of the Commonwealth of 

Virginia.” Violation of this policy can 

result in removal of the material, 

denial of approval for that 

organization to post materials for a 

period of time, loss of access to 

duplicating services, or other 

restrictions as determined by the 

Assistant Vice President for 

University Services.  
-------------------------------------

-  

University Policy Number 

1105 - Graffiti   

“This Policy was created to promote 

the overall learning environment, 

the aesthetic appeal of the campus, 

an inclusive campus community. 

Excessive chalked messages and 

pictures can be detrimental to these 

goals.” 

Chalked messages are allowed on 

sidewalks that are exposed to 
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Blogging policy  

Want your blog 

featured on 

Broadside Online? 

Email.  

 

While this limitation on speech affects all students, it may be 

clubs and organizations that get the brunt of the inhibitions.   

The university ultimately has full control over clubs and club 

activities when it comes to advertising events.  Poster polices 

give administration complete control over what is allowed 

and what is not with policy codes such as “Posting of 

materials or distribution of flyers/leaflets without prior 

approval…will be considered as littering”.  Policies such as 

these give administration total reign over what is appropriate 

and what is not.   

Many clubs and organizations feel that their funding is 

inadequate to what other more prestigious or respected clubs 

are receiving.  This funding would leave clubs with more 

opportunities to have meetings, go on trips or host a 

speaker.    

“It is hard to get adequate funding to do certain things like 

make and post fliers.  I think that the university looks the 

other way at many clubs and organizations that are more 

well-liked when they do not follow certain rules,” said SDS 

member Megan Cipperly.   

Many students do not understand the university’s decision to 

regulate recognized and sometimes even academic 

organizations when businesses seem to have unlimited 

resources to advertise to students on campus.  

“I don’t think profit organizations should be allowed to post 

signs at George Mason, this is an academic institution and 

people should not be advertising to us all of the time,” 

Connor said.   

Past events, such as last year’s visit by John Lewis on April 

25, and the perceived belligerent behavior of some of the 

students at this event, which interrupted the question and 

answer portion of the lecture may be what are inhibiting the 

free speech of other students.  This highly controversial 

event was postponed once due to a public outcry.   

“It seems that if the students were not mature enough to 

respect other people’s opinions then they are just hurting 

themselves,” Mason student Sam Brisini said.  “It is like 

listening to Howard Stern on the radio: sure it is there, but 

there are 400 other stations as well.  The people in 

opposition of John Lewis’ views did not have to attend.”   

While free speech is a great cause to strive for, the reality of 

achieving it in such a diverse community is still debatable.   

“To have complete free speech would be chaos within the 

student body,” Brisini said.  “Free speech needs to be 

restricted in small amounts to create a cohesive and 

harmonious university.”  

rainfall, but are prohibited on all 

stairs, walls, and buildings, with the 

exception of a designated wall 

located on the north side of 

Robinson B. 

These chalked messages must meet 

community standards and cannot 

include profanity, obscene pictures, 

or disparaging remarks. Violation of 

this policy can result in the charging 

of the cost of removing the chalking 

by the George Mason University 

Physical Plant.  

--------------------------------------  

University Policy Number 

1110 - Vending Sales and 

Solicitation   

“The policy applies to the sale and 

distribution of products, goods, 

food, beverages, services, and 

newspapers by GMU and non-GMU 

organization and individuals.” 

Mason’s facilities and grounds are 

intended for the use of its students 

faculty, and staff. No use shall be 

permitted which is inconsistent with 

the message of the University or 

which shall result in undue 

competition with local enterprises. 

Funds raised in connection with 

activities on Mason’s campus can 

not be destined to purposes which 

are exclusively religious or political, 

with an exception made for 

approved student organizations, nor 

can they be applied to personal 

profit unless they are raised by 

University employees running 

approved projects and programs. 

Funds raised in connection with 

activities on campus cannot be used 

to further causes which are adverse 

to the well being of the University. 

“The sale, distribution, or solicitation 

of any products, goods, food, 

beverage, service, and newspaper 

by GMU and non-GMU organizations 

and individuals is subject to prior 

authorization. After authorization, 

the activity must be conducted in 

accordance with the procedures for 

vending sales and solicitations.”  

More about the events mentioned in this article... 

Phi Beta Kappa’s Rejection of Mason as a Charter 

Spring 2005 

Phi Beta Kappa, the nation's oldest and 

largest academic honor society for students 

in the liberal arts and sciences, refused 

Mason’s second application for a charter. 

The honor society, though it didn’t comment 

on its reasons for the denial, made the 

denial shortly after a late 2004 controversy 

regarding Mason’s decision to cancel a 

lecture by controversial filmmaker Michael 

Moore. Phi Betta Kappa considers academic 

freedom a criterion for membership. 

Mason officials at the time cited Moore’s 

speaking fee of $35,000 as the reason for 

canceling the speech, which the school 

received criticism for from local elected officials. "We have never paid any public figure that much 

money to speak," said Mason Press Secretary Dan Walsch at the time. Following the cancellation, 

Mr. Moore announced that he would speak at no charge, according to Mr. Walsch. The university's 
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response was "great, let's talk," he said, but "his people never called our people." 

Many Mason professors at the time felt that $35,000 was too much to pay for a speaker and that 

Moore should not have been invited to speak on the state school’s dime. However, many also felt 

that once the invitation had been extended, the university should have stuck by it.  

The Arrest of Tariq Khan 

September 2005 

In September of 2005, junior sociology major Tariq Khan stationed himself near a military 

recuriters’ table in the Johnson Center, holding literature and wearing a variety of signs including 

one saying, “Recruiters Lie, Don’t be Decieved.” A Broadside story written at the time stated that 

Khan was asked repeatedly to leave and refused, prompting someone to call the university police. 

After an officer appeared on the scene, Khan allegedly tried to avoid him, but was apprehended. 

One news account stated that Khan was bruised and bloodied when he was taken to jail because 

of the scuffle.  

Khan was asked to leave for violating University Policy number 1110 by handing out information 

inside the facility. Director of the Office of Events Management Barbara Lubar said at the time 

that the JC North Plaza had been designated as a free speech zone and students wishing to 

protest could have protested at this location without prior permission.  

Khan was originally charged with disorderly conduct and trespassing, however the charges were 

dropped by the university only a few weeks later. The case brought a large amount of attention to 

Mason’s speech policies and prompted Mason to release a statement saying “The university has 

embarked upon a thorough review of all policies and procedures pertaining to leafleting, 

demonstrations and other activities associated with free speech, with a goal of providing a safe 

and secure campus environment that preserves the rights of all those in the George Mason 

University community to express their view.”   

  

-Compiled by News Editor Rachael Dickson 
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