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Policies & Procedures 

dling in any form; creation of excessive fatigue; physical and psychological shocks; quests; treasure hunts; scavenger 
hunts; road trips; or any other such activities carried on outside or inside the confines of the chapter house; wearing pub-
licly apparel that is conspicuous and not normally in good taste; engaging in public stunts and buffoonery; morally degrad-
ing or humiliating games and activities; late work sessions that interfere with scholastic activities; and any other activities 
that are not consistent with academic achievement, fraternal law, ritual, or policy, or the regulations and policies of the 
educational institution or applicable state law. 
 
Hazing also includes pressuring students to drink alcohol or other substances by means of drinking games or contests, or 
creating an atmosphere in which students feel that drinking is encouraged or expected, and that declining a drink would 
subject them to ridicule or criticism. Consent of participants is not an available defense against any prosecution for hazing.  
 
University regulations prohibit hazing, as do the policies of every inter/national fraternity and sorority adopted by the Inter-
Greek Council at Tufts. Every member of any student organization, athletic team, and fraternity/sorority is individually ac-
countable under the higher standards of the Tufts Hazing Policy. Responsible parties may include members, new mem-
bers, officers, and the organization itself. Under the law, Tufts must, and does, notify students of the law, assign discipli-
nary consequences for a violation and report regularly to the Massachusetts Board of Regents of Higher Education.  
 
 

MAILING LABELS POLICY  
 
Mailing labels are available through the OCL. In order to protect the privacy of Tufts students, the following policy has 
been developed concerning the distribution of labels and mailing lists to students: 
 
 Labels ordered by student groups may only be given for categories of residential versus nonresidential students, and/

or by class codes, majors, or schools of affiliation. Labels will not be provided by other categories.  

 Requests for labels for specific ethnic groups will only be given for programs co-sponsored by the appropriate Univer-
sity cultural center and must be ordered by the Director of that center. 

 All organizations must apply for labels through the OCL, at which point the organization must submit a copy of materi-
als being mailed to the Director of Campus Life for approval (the mailing may be refused if it is not consistent with the 
mission/philosophy of the student organization, or could be seen as offensive to the recipients). If the Director ap-
proves the mailing, the Campus Life staff will complete an IDR for the appropriate labels, debiting the organization’s 
account. TCU-funded organizations must also have the requisition signed by a TCU Treasury official. This IDR will be 
sent to the Registrar’s Office for approval. Upon approval, the Registrar will forward the IDR to Computer Services 
who will produce the labels and send them to Printing Services, who will affix the labels to the items to be mailed. At 
no time will organizations have direct access to any mailing labels. Questions should be directed to the OCL. 

 
 

POLITICAL ACTIVITIES POLICY 
 
The University is committed to free and open discussion of ideas and opinions. Tufts encourages students, faculty, and 
staff to exercise their civic rights to participate as individuals in the electoral process. Because the University is a tax-
exempt entity, Tufts is prohibited by law to participate in or attempt to influence campaigns for any elective public office. 
Federal Election Commission regulations also restrict political activity of educational institutions.  
To comply with these and related legal requirements, the University maintains this Policy with respect to political activities 
on campus. 
 
With regard to support or opposition to candidates for election to public office, members of the University community are 
free to express their opinions and engage in political activities in their individual capacities but need to avoid the appear-
ance that they are speaking or acting on behalf of the University. 
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Guidelines: 
 This policy applies only to declared candidates. 

 The University is open to viewpoints on a non-partisan basis and suggests that invitations to speak be extended to all 
rather than selected candidates. 

 It should be made clear to the candidate and the campaign that no fundraising may take place during the appearance 
or other visit to campus. 

 Reasonable efforts should be made to ensure that the event does not become a campaign rally, but rather is a 
speech on a given topic delivered in an academic environment. 

 The sponsoring organization should make clear in the introduction of the speaker and in all publicity and notices for 
the event that the candidate is speaking at the invitation of the organization (not the invitation of Tufts University) and 
that Tufts University does not endorse political candidates. 

 Any expenses associated with the event that are typically not covered by Tufts should be billed to the sponsoring or-
ganization so that there is no appearance of sponsorship by the University. 

  
 

SPECIAL SECURITY NEEDS POLICY 
 
Any group planning to invite a speaker, high profile individual or group to the campus should take into account the safety 
of both the speaker and members of the audience. Serious consideration should be given to the safety of all individuals 
involved in the program. If other appearances by the speaker have prompted demonstrations, if there has been strong and 
vocal disagreement with the speaker’s views, if there has been disapproval by some community members to the speaker 
or topic, or if the speaker is from a country in the midst of hostilities, special preparations must be made to ensure that 
there will be a minimum security risk. 
 
The Director of Public Safety in consultation with the OCL will make decisions regarding the classification of an event as a 
program with Special Security Needs. If a program is classified under this policy the following procedures will be neces-
sary: 
 
Guidelines: 
 Adequate preparation for a speaker requires at least three weeks’ notice. Groups planning to invite a speaker meeting 

the above criteria should plan ahead - certain programs may require more than three weeks. 

 Name of sponsoring group (must be a recognized and registered organization); 

 The full name of the speaker or performing group and background/biographical information; 

 The title of the talk or program; 

 Where and how the event will be advertised (Events will be limited to Tufts ID holders only to ensure security unless 
special agreement is reached with the Directors of Public Safety and Campus Life to broaden the audience); 

 Whether or not admission will be charged, and, if so, how much. 

 
Audience: 
Events may be: 

 Open to the sponsoring organization and invited guests only, in which case the group must bear any required security 
costs; 

 Open to the Tufts community (any student with a valid Tufts ID with a Bursar’s label for the current semester), in 
which case the University will bear any required security costs; 

 Open to the community at large, first-come, first-served, with no admission charge, in which case the University will 


