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Student rightS and reSponSibilitieS

Preface
Higher education plays a vital role in developing 
future leaders by providing students with educational 
opportunities both in and outside the classroom. As an 
institution of higher education, the University of Southern 
Indiana is a learning community dedicated to excellence. 
All USI students are presented with rights, privileges, and 
opportunities by choosing to become a part of the USI 
community.

In order for USI community members to live and learn in 
harmony, they must assume responsibility for their actions 
and respect the rights of others. Students, faculty, staff, 
and alumni make a commitment to furthering the mission 
of the University of Southern Indiana. 

The University of Southern Indiana expects and requires all 
of its students upon admission to the University to develop, 
adhere to, and maintain high standards of scholarship and 
conduct. The Student Rights and Responsibilities: A Code of 
Student Behavior is the guiding document for USI community 
standards, and outlines all rights and responsibilities afforded 
to USI students.

1.0 Purpose and Application
The University of Southern Indiana is charged by the State 
of Indiana with the responsibility for the development and 
administration of institutional policies and rules governing 
the role of students and their behavior. Student Rights and 
Responsibilities: A Code of Student Behavior contains 
statements of those University regulations and policies 
relevant to the academic and co-curricular experience.

The University community is not a sanctuary from the law, 
and all students of the University are subject to federal, 
state, and local law. This document forms the basis for 
student behavioral expectations in the USI community and 
the greater community at large. The standards of conduct 
apply to students while on University-owned or -controlled 
property, when attending University-sponsored events off 
campus, or when off-campus conduct poses a threat to 
the University’s educational mission or property or to the 
health or safety of University community members.

In addition, the University is a forum for the free expression 
of ideas. The development and enforcement of these 
standards of behavior is designed to foster students’ 
personal, social, and ethical development. These standards 
serve to promote the protection of the rights, responsibilities, 
and health and safety of the USI community, so that its 
members may pursue educational goals.

1.1 Student Rights and Responsibilities
The following statement of students’ rights and 
responsibilities is intended to reflect the base upon which 
the Student Rights and Responsibilities: A Code of Student 
Behavior document is built. 

Student’s Rights
• A student has the right to participate in a free 

exchange of ideas, and there shall be no University 
policy that in any way abridges the rights of freedom 
of speech, expression, petition, and peaceful assembly 
in accordance with applicable federal, state, and local 
laws.

• Each student has the right to be free from 
discrimination, including harassment, on the basis of 
race, sex, religion, disability, age, national origin, 
sexual orientation, or veteran status. 

• A student has the right to personal privacy except 
as otherwise provided by law and University policy 
and this will be observed by students and University 
authorities alike.

• Each student subject to disciplinary action arising 
from alleged violations of the Student Rights and 
Responsibilities: A Code of Student Behavior will 
be assured procedural due process. In conduct 
proceedings, the student will be guaranteed due 
process.
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