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PROGRAMMING POLICIES 
 
RSO PHILANTHROPIC ACTIVITIES 

RSOs interested in organizing philanthropic donations (i.e., food drives, clothing collections, Toys for 
Tots, etc) must work directly with the coordinators of the building(s) in which donation bins will be 
placed. RSOs must comply with all policies and guidelines set forth by the building(s)’ coordinator(s). 
Contact information can be found by clicking on the building name at 
http://www.fm.wmich.edu/ap/bldg/buildings.pl. 
 
 

SCREENING OF COPYRIGHTED MOVIES ON CAMPUS 
The Federal Copyright Act (Title 17 of the United States Code) governs how copyrighted materials, such 
as movies, may be used. Neither the rental nor the purchase of a video tape or DVD carries with it the 
right to show the movie outside the home. The only exception to this law is when the movie is shown 
for educational/instructional purposes, typically in a classroom setting.  Non-classroom use of the film 
(i.e., entertainment) at schools and universities require a public performance license. This legal 
requirement applies regardless of whether an admission fee is charged. Permission must be obtained 
from the film's distributor, who holds the rights to the film.  
 
Securing permission for showing a film is relatively easy. Most mainstream films that are distributed for 
non-commercial use come from one of two main distributors: 
 
SWANK Motional Pictures, Inc   Criterion 
www.swank.com     www.criterionpic.com  
1-800-876-5577     1-800-890-9494 
 
All questions for film screenings on campus can be directed to the Student Activities and Leadership 
Programs Office at (269) 387-2115 or the Office of University Relations at (269) 387-8400. 

BALL AND DANCE GUIDELINES 
Western Michigan University has established ball and dance guidelines in order to provide Registered 
Student Organizations, University departments and other organizations with the information they need 
in order to plan and implement positive, successful balls and dances on the campus of Western Michigan 
University. All departments and other entities that sponsor dances for students are governed by these 
guidelines. The full guidelines, including a helpful planning checklist, can be found online at 
http://www.rso.wmich.edu/PDFs/ball_dance_guidelines2011.pdf.  

 

POLITICAL ACTIVITIES POLICY 
Western Michigan University fosters and encourages a wide variety of views and provides all 
organizations and candidates equal access to University facilities. The appearance of political 
organizations or candidates on campus implies neither approval nor disapproval by the University of 
those persons, organizations, or their views.  

 
CAMPUS APPEARANCES BY CANDIDATES FOR PUBLIC OFFICE 
The responsibility for conduct within legal and constitutional bounds rests with the candidate. 
The following must be honored: 

 A Registered Student Organization or University department must sponsor political candidates, 
candidates’ designees, and any other outside speakers. 

 The sponsoring organization must make all arrangements for reservation of space and time 
with the appropriate University officials. 

 Candidates will be responsible for all costs associated with their appearances. When large 
amounts of University resources are necessary, an advance security deposit may be required. 

 
FREE SPEECH AREA 
As an open community, WMU protects freedom of expression and powerfully affirms civility. As such, all 
members of the University community and all those who visit our community are expected to respect 
the rights and dignity of others. In support of these principles and the marketplace of ideas, WMU has 
established the flagpoles as an area for outdoor expression.  

 


