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safety hazard. Residents and guests may not devise any unsafe situation in 
which a member of the residential community can be injured. Residents 
may not affix to or suspend any tapestries and other room decorations 
from the ceiling or in the doorway.

Items not permitted in the residence halls and guidelines for 
personalizing and decorating your room are listed on page 9. Students 
possessing or using items not permitted, or not following the appropriate 
guidelines for decorating their rooms, will be required to remove the item 
(the item may also be confiscated) and/or may receive other discretionary 
sanctions (i.e., community service, reflection exercise, etc.). 

Residents and their guests may not intentionally or unintentionally 
cause smoke or fires. Use or possession of an open flame (i.e., burning 
candles, burning incense, etc.) or open element appliances, including 
toasters, hot plates, and hot pots in residence hall rooms or other 
unauthorized areas is not permitted. Cooking in residence hall rooms not 
equipped for such use is also prohibited. Tampering with (intentionally or 
unintentionally) fire hoses, sprinklers, fire extinguishers, or other safety 
equipment to include but not limited to smoke detectors, exit signs, and 
pull stations, may result in removal from University Housing. 

Students and their guests must immediately evacuate upon activation 
of the residence hall fire safety system (i.e., smoke detectors, fire alarm, 
etc.). Failure to evacuate will result in a minimum sanction of 10 hours 
community service and other discretionary sanctions. 

Window screens are not to be removed under any condition due 
to danger to life and property. Dropping, throwing, or allowing solid 
or liquid objects to go out a window or off a balcony or fire escape is 
prohibited. Residents may not tamper with, manipulate (i.e., removing 
bolts or screws), or remove window screens and/or safety screens. 
Residents and their guests may not obstruct or prop (penny shut, glue, or 
jam) a door so as to prohibit entrance and/or exit from a residence hall 
room or other area. 

Minimum sanctions for these violations will be at the discretion of the 
student conduct meeting officer.

Sexual Misconduct
Any sexual activity with a person who does not consent or is unable 

to consent is prohibited. This includes, but is not limited to, sexual 
intercourse with, and/or sexual intrusion against (including sexually 
based touching), a person capable of giving consent, without such 
person’s consent, or a person incapable of giving consent. Sexually based 
gestures and non-consensual sexually based communication, whether 
communicated in writing, orally, electronically (e.g., Facebook, text 
messaging, Twitter, e-mail, etc.), to include unwelcome sexual advances, 
requests for sexual favors, or any conduct of a sexual nature that prevents 
or impairs a person’s right to a safe and educational environment/
community are also prohibited. Violations of this policy typically result in 
removal from University Housing and are referred to the West Virginia 
University Student Conduct Office for disciplinary action. 
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