
- 12 - 
 

Lehigh Political Clubs, Organizations, Committees, etc. 

The University permits students and faculty to organize voluntary political clubs. These 

clubs are self-supporting and are permitted to exist insofar as they engage in lawful 

activities. Indeed, as these organizations provide the opportunity for rational debate of 

issues on the campus, they are encouraged to flourish. Senate recognized political 

organizations must follow all Senate Allocations guidelines and the “Student Handbook 

Fundraising Guidelines” when raising or spending funds. Further, they are obligated to 

point out to donors that contributions are going to a political club and, therefore, are 

not tax exempt. Student political groups that are not recognized by Student Senate must 

also work with the Student Activities office and will need the sponsorship of a 

recognized club in order to reserve space or host events or other activities on campus. 

Use of University Facilities for Political Meetings 

Lehigh political clubs may use university facilities and should apply for lecture rooms 

and meeting rooms in the normal way; through the UC main desk (Ext. 84160) for the 

University Center and Registrar's Office (Ext. 83200), for lecture rooms in the academic 

buildings. No rooms in the university will be set aside for political clubs or organizations 

for their exclusive use on a long-term basis. Groups not affiliated with the university 

should apply to the Director of Community Relations, (Ext. 83885) for rooms and will be 

charged for the use of facilities. Non-Lehigh groups will be accommodated only when 

there is no request for these facilities by Lehigh organizations. In all cases (both Lehigh 

and non- Lehigh groups), the policy of assigning space will be evenhanded. 

Political Speakers 

The university encourages students and faculty alike to have the opportunity of hearing 

speakers of national renown of various ideologies. This evenhanded policy of exposing 

all major political points of view will be continued. (See Guest Speakers.) 

Guest Speakers 

The university affirms open inquiry and free discussion as necessary provisions for 

students’ freedom to learn.  Recognized student organizations are therefore free within 

the bounds of the law, good order, and the university’s procedural requirements to 

invite and hear speakers of their own choosing. 

With this freedom goes the responsibility to prepare adequately for the event so that it 

is conducted in a manner appropriate to the academic community.  Thus, there should 

be opportunity for questions and statements at opposing views and a recognition that 
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any speaker who is a guest of the university is entitled to a courteous hearing, 

regardless of his or her position.  The sponsors have the responsibility to maintain good 

order; when good order cannot reasonably be assured an event may be postponed or 

canceled. 

Finally, it shall be made clear to the academic and larger community that sponsorship of 

guest speakers does not necessarily imply approval or endorsement of the views 

expressed, either by the sponsoring group or by the university. 

The procedures are simple:  (1) notify the Dean of Students Office (UC); (2) make room 

reservation in the usual manner with the main desk (see Services for Students University 

Center); (3) release off-campus publicity through the Office of Media Relations, 436 

Brodhead Avenue. 

Under normal circumstances, the university expects that speakers invited by student 

organizations are being brought for the academic community, which is defined to 

include students and faculty of neighboring colleges.  The opening of meetings to the 

general public involves considerations beyond academic freedom and therefore requires 

approval through the President’s office.  Application for such approval should be made 

through the Dean of Students Office.  (See related information in section on Guidelines 

for Cultural and Social Events.) 

Sales and Fund-Raising 

1. Campus-wide or fund-raising projects must be registered and approved by the 

Dean of Students Office. This can be done by any recognized student club or 

organization at the U.C. Reservation Desk and by gaining approval from the 

Office of Student Activities. All forms must be filled out at least three days prior 

to the requested start date. Prior approval will be needed on all T-shirt sales. The 

Dean of Students office reserves the right to cancel any sales or fund-raiser if the 

procedures are not followed. 

2. The University Center, Lamberton and Ulrich Student Center are the locations for 

all sales. Spaces may be reserved at the Reservation Desk, first floor. 

3. Door-to-door solicitation for profit in residence facilities is prohibited. Approval 

for charitable fund-raising must be given by the Associate Dean of Students for 

Residence Life. 

4. All fund-raising efforts must provide either a service or a product to the donor. 

All funds exceeding expenses must be given to the designated charity. 


