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RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

The Statement on the Rights and Responsibilities of Students at Lafayette 
College and the Code of Conduct set forth the philosophical basis for the 

governing of student conduct at Lafayette and specify certain regulations 
agreed upon by students, faculty, administrative officers, and trustees for the 
general welfare of the community. They also delineate areas of responsibility 
for the students. In all matters of personal conduct, whether in academic work 
or social life, students are expected to be responsible members of the College 
community and to contribute to the best development of other students and 
the College as a whole.

STATEMENT ON THE RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES  
OF STUDENTS
The Statement on the Rights and Responsibilities of Students was written by 
a committee appointed especially for that purpose. Before its adoption, it was 
reviewed by the Student Council and the faculty. These two groups approved the 
statement and, on May 31, 1968, the Board of Trustees adopted it as the official 
College Statement on Student Rights and Responsibilities. It was modified in 
1973, 1978, 1983, and 2004 by concurrent action of the Student Government,  
the faculty, and the Board of Trustees.

PREAMBLE
The chartered functions and the goals of Lafayette College include the 
transmission of knowledge, the pursuit of truth, and the creation of an 
atmosphere conducive to the development of students. The College recognizes 
that education takes place not only in the classroom, but in the library, in 
meeting rooms, on the playing fields, and in residence halls.

Freedom of inquiry and freedom of expression are indispensable to the 
attainment of the goals of Lafayette College. All members of the College 
community share the responsibility to secure and to respect general conditions 
conducive to enjoyment of these freedoms. As members of this community, 
students are encouraged to develop the capacity for critical judgment and for 
the independent search for truth. They should exercise their freedom in such 
a way as to preserve the freedom of others and with regard for the good of the 
whole community.

I . FREEDOM OF ACCESS TO EDUCATION
Admission to Lafayette College is competitive. Admission policies are 
established by the faculty upon recommendation of the Enrollment Planning 
Committee. Admission is offered to those applicants who are judged best 
able to benefit from a Lafayette education on the basis of high school record, 
examination scores, evidence of good character, leadership potential, and other 
personal qualities. There is no discrimination on the basis of gender, race, 
color, religion, creed, national origin, ancestry, age, physical ability, or sexual 
orientation (please refer to p. 43 for grievance procedure). By matriculating 
at Lafayette, the student signifies willingness to contribute to the learning of 
others, to promote the welfare of the College, and to adhere to the regulations 
established by the College. The facilities and services of the College are available 
to all Lafayette students.


