
RESIDENCE LIFE AND HOUSING STANDARDS AND POLICIES 
All policies may be amended or changed at any time at the discretion of the Office of Residence Life 
and Housing. 
 

Community Responsibilities 
The purpose of the residential community at Emory University is to enhance the academic 
environment and provide students with a well-maintained, safe, and positive living experience.  
Students have the right to expect an environment that is conducive to study, sleep, and socialization. 
 
Many diverse individuals comprise the residential community at Emory.  As a result of this shared 
environment, it is necessary for the University to have policies and procedures in place that serve as 
standards for all resident’s behaviors.  These policies are not meant to hinder the student but to 
protect individual and community rights. 
 

General Resident Student Policies 
It is an expectation that once students sign their respective Housing Agreement, they understand the 
rules and regulations of living in campus housing – regardless if residency is within a traditional hall, 
suite, apartment, fraternity house, sorority house, theme house or on the Clairmont Campus.  
Throughout the year, publications, brochures, electronic mail messages, and flyers are distributed, 
sent, or posted in an attempt to convey information to residents.  Information also is provided 
through the use of floor meetings and interaction between hall staff and residents.   
 
Students are ultimately responsible for knowing about, and are held accountable for, the information 
listed below as well as information noted in the Emory Campus Life Handbook.  Residential staff 
(i.e., Resident Advisor, Residence Hall Director, Assistant Director, House Director, Complex 
Director) do not give verbal or written warnings to violations of rules, policies, or procedures 
outside of what may already be stated in Residence Life and Housing publications or what has been 
previously stated within the residential facilities.  When residents violate policies, the University is 
obligated to take action.  For more information, please refer to the Undergraduate Code of Conduct 
or contact the Office of Student Conduct (404.727.7190). 
 
 
Abandoned Possessions 
It is important that students remove all personal possessions, furnishings, trash, and discarded items 
at the time students depart students’ rooms/apartments. Property left behind in students’ rooms will 
be considered abandoned and will become the property of the University. Students will be charged 
for the removal of any abandoned items from students’ former rooms/apartments. 
 
Acts of Intolerance  
Emory University is committed to fostering an environment in which all members of the residence 
halls can live and study free from acts of intolerance.	  	  In conjunction with the University’s 
discriminatory harassment policy, the Office of Residence Life and Housing and Student Conduct 
have drafted an Act of Intolerance (AOI) Policy. An AOI is defined as any act (oral, written, 
graphic, or physical) directed against any person or group as a result of their personage including but 
not limited to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender 
expression, age, ability, or veteran’s status, that has the effect of creating an offensive, demeaning, 
intimidating or hostile environment for that person in particular or others who may see, hear, or 
otherwise witness the act. Furthermore, students’ use of epithets or names in a derogatory manner 



will be constituted as an “AOI.” Acts of Intolerance will be handled through the Residence Life 
disciplinary procedures, or the Conduct Code, depending upon the nature of the act. 
 
Alcohol 
Emory University abides by Georgia State law concerning the sale, possession, and use of alcohol. 
Students under the age of 21 who purchase or knowingly possess an alcoholic beverage violate state 
law and University policy.  
 
Residents under the age of 21: 

• Are not permitted to be under the influence of alcohol while in any residential facilities.  
• Are not permitted to be in possession of or store alcohol in any residential facilities, 

consistent with state law. 
• Are not permitted to possess any container that may have once contained alcohol (cans, 

bottles, or bongs) in the residential facilities, regardless of their decorative purpose. 
• Are subject to judicial action if they are present in the room when any of the aforementioned 

violations take place. 
 
Residents over the age of 21: 

• Are permitted to be in possession of or store alcohol in any residential facilities, consistent 
with state law. 

• Are not permitted to be in the presence of anyone under the age of 21 consuming alcohol. 
 
 
Alcohol is not allowed in common areas (such as lobbies, lounges, study rooms, hallways) of 
residential facilities. Common containers (such as kegs and punch bowls) are not permitted in 
residential facilities or food service areas of residential facilities. Public intoxication, consumption, or 
display of liquors, wines, or beers in residential facilities is prohibited.  Furthermore, unbecoming 
behavior or any conduct violation committed by a student under the influence of alcohol is 
prohibited.	  
 
The use of alcoholic beverages as a prize in any type of contest is prohibited.  Beer slides, drinking 
contests, and drinking contest paraphernalia (i.e. funnels, beer pong tables, and ice slides) are also 
prohibited within residential facilities and contiguous areas. 
 
Any person who furnishes an alcoholic beverage to a person who is under 21 years of age is also in 
violation. Additionally, it is unlawful to use identification fraudulently or to allow another person to 
use one’s own identification fraudulently to obtain alcoholic beverages.   
 
 
Alterations 
No permanent alterations can be made to a room or apartment. This includes painting the walls. All 
shelves, beds, tarps, etc., must be free-standing and may not be affixed to walls, balconies, or other 
permanent fixtures. Ceiling fans, dimmer switches, and other electrical alterations are prohibited. 
Prior approval by the Office of Residence Life & Housing is required to make any modifications to 
a room/apartment. When approved, such modifications become the property of Emory University 
and must remain when the resident departs their room/apartment. 
 


