
T h e  M a v e r i c k  G u i d e  | 57 
 

Student Code of Conduct and Conduct System 
Students are expected to act as a responsible adult and will be held accountable for 
inappropriate behavior. Colorado Mesa University is a community consisting of students, 
faculty, support staff, and administrators. The University does not attempt to define all 
student conduct. It relies on you the student to assume the responsibility and obligation of 
conducting yourself in a manner compatible with the purpose of the University as an 
educational institution and the community as a place of learning and residence. 

Residence Life has developed Community Standards for the residence halls and apartments 
that provide a framework to assist your success in a community living environment. These 
expectations and subsequent application and enforcement are the responsibility of all 
members of our housing community. The Community Standards supplement the Student 
Code of Conduct of Colorado Mesa University and therefore any and all violations could fall 
in one or both areas. In addition to University rules and regulations, you are subject to the 
same local, state, and federal laws as non-students and are beneficiaries of the same 
safeguards of rights as nonstudents. 

The academic community has a long and cherished tradition of expecting its members to 
conduct themselves in accordance with the highest standards of personal behavior.  

The following are among those acts of misconduct that are not consistent with the 
educational goals of Colorado Mesa University or with the traditions of the academic 
community. The following acts are intended to provide guidelines, not prescriptions of 
behavior, and each individual case will be decided upon its own merits. The Office of the 
Vice President for Student Services is also available to provide consultations and advocacy 
on behalf of students. Student Services personnel can advise and assist students with 
unusual circumstances or with problems not addressed elsewhere in the Student Handbook. 
Normally, conduct of the following nature is subject to disciplinary sanctions: 

1. Academic dishonesty, such as cheating, plagiarism, or knowingly furnishing false 
information to the University; 

2. Forgery, alteration, misuse or mutilation of University documents, records, 
identification materials, or educational materials. 

3. Intentional obstruction, demonstrations, or disruption of teaching, research, 
administrative, disciplinary proceedings, or other University activities, including 
public service functions and other authorized activities on University premises; 

4. Intentional interference with an individual’s rights to free speech, freedom to make 
academic inquiry, or freedom of conscience; 

5. Physical abuse or harassment of any person on University premises or at University 
sponsored or supervised functions, or any conduct which threatens or endangers the 
health or safety of any such person or oneself; 

6. Unwanted sexual contact, sexual harassment, sexual assault, stalking, or any 
unwanted sexual advances. 

7. Stalking. 
8. Dating Violence 
9. Domestic violence. 
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10. Attempted or actual theft of, or unauthorized possession of, or damage to, property 
of the University or of a member of the University community; 

11. Unauthorized entry into or use of University facilities, equipment, or materials; 
12. Violation of rules governing residence in University owned or controlled property;  
13. Failure to comply with the directions of University officials acting in the performance 

of their duties; 
14. Violation of civil law, criminal law, or University regulations concerning the 

possession and use, or unlawful sale of alcoholic beverages; 
15. Violation of civil law, criminal law, or University regulations concerning the use, sale, 

possession, manufacturing, or distribution of drugs; 
16. Disorderly conduct or loud, indecent or obscene conduct that is unwanted, and 

unreasonable for the area, time or manner that it occurs on University-owned or 
University-controlled property or at University sponsored functions; 

17. Violation of University policies or campus regulations, including the use of University 
facilities; 

18. Weapons of any kind are not appropriate to the University experience and are not 
allowed on campus (See Weapons Policy); 

19. Unauthorized access and/or abuse of computer functions or equipment or any 
violations as outlined in the Colorado Mesa University Computer Use Policy; 

20. Hazing, defined as an act which endangers the mental or physical health or safety of 
a student, or which destroys or removes public or private property, for the purpose 
of initiation, admission into, affiliation with, or as a condition for continued 
membership in, a group or organization; 

21. Conduct which could be viewed as a violation of federal, state and municipal law, or 
any other conduct not included above which adversely affects the function of the 
University and the pursuit of its educational purposes and objectives; 

22. Abuse of the Student conduct System; 
23. Making a false report. The false reporting of a fire, bomb, assault, or any other 

emergency either by the activation of an alarm or any other method, and/or 
reporting of a crime that did not occur; 

24. Violations of any of the restriction, conditions, or terms of any sanctions resulting 
from a previously held disciplinary hearing or housing behavioral contract; and, 

25. Misappropriation or misuse of student organization’s funds or property. 

The University views violations of the Student Code of Conduct separate from the rule of 
law, which govern civil and criminal behavior. The University role in Code of Conduct 
violations is to discipline and educate students, if found responsible for a violation, not 
prosecute students. Violations may parallel the laws of society in what they prohibit; 
however, neither the campus proceedings, the standards of proof required, nor the 
discipline imposed, even remotely similar in either the nature or substance of criminal 
procedures, standards of proof, or punishment. In fact, proceedings under the Student Code 
of Conduct may be carried out prior to, simultaneously with or following civil or criminal off 
campus proceedings. 


