
Chemicals and Explosives
Chemicals and explosives (including firecrackers, spraypaint, explosive devices, smoke 
bombs, combustion engines, flammable and explosive liquids/gases, ammunition and 
fireworks) are not permitted in the residence halls. The act of spray painting is not allowed 
in the residence hall rooms. Use of spray paint is only allowed in the designated areas 
for educational purposes. If residents are unsure about a substance, check with an RA/
RD. This includes materials and devices which by themselves, or when combined, could be 
explosive, toxic, flammable or dangerous (such as camping fuel).

Spray adhesive can be used unless it is disrupting other residents in the building.

Cleanliness
It is the duty of both roommates to help keep their room clean. Roommates should keep 
their respective sides of the room in a fashion that suits their tastes without infringing 
upon the roommate’s rights. One's personal hygiene should be such that it does not create 
an unsanitary condition or an offense to others. It is every student's responsibility to help 
maintain cleanliness in public areas. Students are responsible for the cleanliness of the 
area outside their room. Vandalism and messes requiring extra clean-up will be charged 
to those responsible .

Commercial Use
Residents may not operate, advertise or promote a private business from the premises. 
Commercial use of any part of the dwelling, facilities or grounds, and commercial solicitation 
and promotion in the Residence Halls is forbidden.

Cooking in Rooms
Because of health concerns, Residence Life encourages only minimal cooking in student 
rooms. Most halls have a common area kitchen that students can utilize for cooking. Popcorn 
poppers, coffee pots, hot pots and toasters are permitted in student rooms if there is no 
exposed heating element, but care should be taken to maintain these appliances. Toaster 
ovens, George Foreman grills, and hot plates are not permitted. Small microwave ovens 
are allowed as long as they have a UL-approved sticker. Microwave ovens and refrigerators 
may not be stored or used in closets or under beds because heat generated from these 
appliances in an enclosed area may create a fire hazard.

Damage Charges
In order to help keep residence hall costs as low as possible, anyone who steals, loses, 
destroys or damages Montana State University property will be charged accordingly, required to 
pay the charges immediately, and will be subject to disciplinary action. If the damage exceeds 
$50 or is malicious in nature, arrest for damage to state property may result. 

Dart Boards
Because of the potential for bodily harm and physical damage to the residence hall rooms, 
hard tip darts and dart boards will not be allowed. Any damage resulting from the use of a 
dart board in a room will be the financial responsibility of the residents of the room. Soft 
tip darts and boards are acceptable.

Decorations/Room Displays
Since the residence halls will be students’ new home, Residence Life encourages students 
to take the time to make their room a special place. Decorate with posters, plants, or rugs. 
Students are free to display posters and other things in their room. Possessions or displays 
which are inconsistent with accepted standards or University policies should not be displayed 
on the outside of room doors or in general view of the public. This includes room windows.

For example, posters of nude men or women, and harassing or intimidating visual materials 
are generally considered inappropriate. Some room displays in public view may constitute 
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a violation of University policies regarding racial and sexual harassment. (See Harassment 
pg. 30).

Check with a Residence Life Staff member if there are questions about what may or may 
not be appropriate.

Most residence hall rooms may be painted by residents. To initiate this process please 
see the hall front desk Program Assistant for a paint contract. Residence Life restricts 
the colors and the type of paint available for student use, although it is provided free of 
charge. Contact the Program Assistant for a color chart and request a form, Mon . – Fri .  
8:00 a .m . – 5:00 p .m . All painting must be completed before the last two weeks of the 
semester and clean up must be completed within three working days of the paint contract 
date. Residents will assume the responsibility for meeting the specific painting requirements 
set forth by the Office of Residence Life. Any unauthorized painting will result in the student 
being charged to have the room repainted. 

Please remember that students will be accountable for any and all damage to their room 
and its furnishings. Tape (especially carpet tape or duct tape) has a tendency to leave a 
residue which is extremely difficult to remove. Nails leave holes that will require repair, so 
an alternative method of hanging personal items is suggested. Ask an RA if there are any 
questions about what students can or can't do to their room.

Due to recent room remodels, room painting will not be permitted in Hapner and Langford.

Dining Hall Behavior
Students are expected to abide by the rules and regulations outlined in the Residence Hall 
Food Services Handbook. Violation of these regulations and/or inappropriate behavior may 
result in disciplinary action. Taking items from the dining halls will be considered theft.

Disruptive Behavior
Students are expected to exhibit appropriate behavior within the communities of the 
residence halls. Individuals who participate in or display inappropriate behavior while in a 
residence hall will be subject to disciplinary action. Inappropriate behavior may be defined 
as, but not limited to any activity that disrupts, endangers or interferes with the environment 
of the residence hall community. 

Drugs
The Montana State University Residence Life Department strives to maintain an environ-
ment within the residence halls that is drug free. Residence Life makes aggressive efforts 
to identify and report drug use and sale to law enforcement. Any suspected drug activity is 
forwarded to the housing officials who communicate with University Police.

Manufacturing, possessing, selling, transmitting, using or being present to any activity involv-
ing an illegal drug, controlled substance or drug paraphernalia is a violation of University 
policy as well as a violation of the law. Neither residents, nor their guests, are permitted 
to possess paraphernalia such as bongs, pipes, rolling papers, etc.

Smoking marijuana in the residence halls, will result in disciplinary action for those involved. 
The odor of marijuana is sufficient evidence to take administrative action within the resi-
dence halls .

Although Montana state law permits the use of medical  marijuana, i.e., use by persons 
possessing lawfully issued medical marijuana cards, federal laws prohibit marijuana use,  
possession and/or cultivation at educational institutions and on the premises of other 
recipients of federal funds. The use, possession or cultivation of marijuana for medical 
purposes is therefore not allowed in any Montana State University housing or any other 
Montana State University property; nor is it allowed at any University-sponsored event or 
activity off campus.

Students who violate the drug policy are subject to either/or both administrative and/or civil 
action. The University will take whatever action necessary, regardless of civil action pending. 
See pg. 23 for possible disciplinary action for violations of this policy.
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