
4

*Close of day is defined as including late afternoon and evening classes.

It is the policy of the University of Missouri-Columbia to 
respect the diversity of our students. The faculty is reminded 
that students might want to observe religious holidays and days 
of special commemoration and is encouraged to accommodate 
students who have a conflict with a class period, test or activity 
because of these obligations. Approved by the MU Faculty 
Council by the MU Faculty Council on October 6, 2011.

For more information, see The Mizzou Diversity Guide to 
Religions. 

http://diversity.missouri.edu/get-involved/religion/holidays.php

For additional information see Academic Dates and Deadlines.

http://registrar.missouri.edu/

MISSION STATEMENT OF THE 
UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI
 (Approved by the Board of Curators March 20, 1992)

The University of Missouri serves the people of Missouri by 
providing instructional, research and extension programs. The 
University offers undergraduate, graduate and professional 
programs which respond to student needs and serve the broader 
economic, social and cultural needs of the state. The University 
offers doctoral degrees and is committed to the creation of new 
knowledge through research. 

Through its extension program, the University extends its 
knowledge base throughout the state. 

The fundamental purpose of the University is to provide 
enlightened and able graduates who have the potential to provide 
leadership in the economic, social and cultural development of 
the state and nation. The fulfillment of this basic mission depends 
upon a sound general education program at the baccalaureate 
level. The University has well-defined admission requirements, 
which ensure a high probability of academic success for its 
students. 
As the state’s only public, doctoral granting, research institution, 
the University has a major commitment to research, scholarly 
work and creativity. The University emphasizes graduate 
and professional programs, and, as a land-grant institution, 
the University selectively extends the results of its research 
throughout the state. 

The University is committed to the principles of academic 
freedom, equal opportunity, diversity and to protecting the 
search for truth and its open expression. These commitments are 
indispensable to the fulfillment of the University’s mission. 
The University is governed by a bipartisan Board of Curators 
as established by the State Constitution. In all areas, the Board 
welcomes advice from all those in the University community 
and seeks specific advice on matters concerning academic issues. 
The Board delegates the management of the University to the 
President and Chancellors of the institution. 

The President and the Chancellors seek advice from others within 
the University community in the day-to-day management of the 
institution. 

The University was established by the citizens to serve Missouri, 
but the benefits of its programs and graduates extend to the nation 
and the world. 

The University of Missouri, MU, is the largest and oldest campus 
of the state’s major public research institutions. MU’s primary 
mission in research and doctoral education provides enhanced 
opportunities and challenges in the undergraduate areas of 
humanities, arts and sciences and in selected professional fields, 
and provides the basis for service to the people of the state via 
outreach programs. 
A predominantly residential campus, MU serves select and 
diverse undergraduate and professional students from all parts 
of the state. Its graduate students are recruited nationally and 
internationally. Through its outreach programs, MU meets 
selected educational and informational needs of Missouri citizens 
throughout the state. 

MU aspires to achieve national and international prominence 
for its research and educational contributions. It will build on its 
research strengths in basic and applied biological and biomedical 
sciences; nuclear and related physical and engineering sciences; 
and selected social and behavioral sciences. It will strengthen 
its leadership roles in agriculture and journalism. Because of 
its large enrollment of undergraduates, MU will enhance the 
core disciplines required of all those seeking baccalaureate 
degrees, giving special attention to areas such as languages and 
mathematical sciences that provide the necessary foundation for 
truly educated citizens.

RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

A. The University’s goals and responsibilities to its 
students: 

The University’s goals are to provide an atmosphere conducive 
to the transmission of knowledge, the pursuit of truth, the 
development of students, and the general well-being of society. 
Free inquiry and free expression are essential to attain these 
goals. The University strives to provide students with advising 
services and access to instructors, assistant professors, department 
chairs and deans. The University also provides information about 
the institution, its policies, practices and characteristics to its 
students so they may better utilize its services. 

The University is obligated to ensure that students are free to 
organize and/or join associations to promote their common 
interests. Campus advisors may advise organizations on 
responsibilities, but have no control over the policy of the 
organizations. Campus organizations must be open to all students 
without respect to race, color, religion, national origin, age, 
disability, status as a disabled veteran or Vietnam veteran status. 
In addition, the University requires financial responsibility from 
all recognized student organizations. 

B. A student’s responsibility to the University: 
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As a student at the University of Missouri, you are a full member 
of the University community and the larger community of 
Columbia. As a member of the University community, you are 
subject to the responsibilities of that community. When you 
violate a University regulation, you are open to disciplinary 
action of the University.

A student at the University of Missouri has the responsibility to 
be honest in all academic and personal relationships. Academic 
integrity is imperative to the progression to real knowledge and 
to a student’s capacity to apply that knowledge to life’s problems. 
Personal integrity is what permits a student to realize goals. 

In reference to participation in organizations, students are 
responsible for following guidelines concerning hazing, the 
use of alcohol and/or drugs, and any other University policies 
designed to protect the University community.  Students 
also must be aware of the nondiscriminatory policies of the 
University, and follow those policies.

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 
(FERPA)

The following is for informational purposes only and does not 
constitute an offer of a contract. If there are any inconsistencies 
with the University of Missouri’s policy, the UM System policies 
apply. Direct any questions to the Office of the University 
Registrar, 125 Jesse Hall, (573) 882-7881.

Overview
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 is 
a federal law designed to protect the privacy of educational 
records; to establish the rights of students to inspect and review 
their education records; and to provide guidelines for the 
correction of inaccurate and misleading data through  informal 
and formal hearings. The law applies to any individual who is or 
has been in attendance at an institution and regarding whom the 
institution maintains educational records.

Once students have matriculated to the University of Missouri, 
i.e. enrolled in course work, FERPA rights transfer to the student, 
regardless of the student’s age.
Primary rights under FERPA

1. To inspect and review educational records 
2. To seek to amend educational records through informal 

and formal hearings
3. To have some control over the release of information 

about educational records 
Educational records contain information that is directly 
related to a student and are maintained by an educational agency 
or institution, or by a third party acting on the behalf of the 
agency or institution.

Examples include:
1. Handwritten notes
2. Computer files/generated information 
3. Printed information
4. Video or audio tapes 
5. Film
6. Microfilm or microfiche

7. Any information maintained in any way about a student. 

Directory information
Directory information may be shared, unless restricted (see 
“Update My Personal Information” on-line for instructions on 
changing your privacy settings on myZou or go to 125 Jesse 
Hall.). Directory information is information that is generally 
not considered to be harmful or an invasion of privacy if 
released.  Examples include but are not limited to name, address, 
telephone listings, major, and level (year in school.)  See chapter 
180.020 Student Records on the University of Missouri System 
website (http://www.umsystem.edu/ums/rules/collected_rules/
information/ch180/180.020_student_recordsl).

Students wanting to restrict their directory information from 
the University of Missouri online directory must change their 
Privacy Settings, which restricts your directory information from 
being released, in myZou. You can change this information in 
myZou by going to Student Center>Personal Information>Other 
Personal>Privacy Settings>FERPA-Restrict Release of Personal 
Information. If students wish only to restrict publication of 
telephone number and/or address, students may do so by going 
to Student Center>Personal Information>Other Personal>Privacy 
Settings>Outlook Directory Options. The online directory may be 
updated at any time via myZou

Unless covered by an exception, staff may not release:

1. Social Security number
2. Student number
3. Date of Birth
4. Race/ethnicity/nationality
5. Gender
6. Grades, or 
7. Other personally identifiable information without written 

consent or when covered by an exception. 

To release information other than directory information, students 
must authorize access to non-directory information for third 
parties, including parents (available on-line or for those who can’t 
access it, by request from the Office of the University Registrar, 
125 Jesse Hall.)

The consent must specify records to be disclosed, state the 
purpose of the disclosure and identify the party or class of parties 
to whom the disclosure must be made.

To view the complete University of Missouri policies related 
to the sharing of students record information, refer to the link 
provided below:
(http://registrar.missouri.edu/policies/ferpa.php)
Exceptions
Although not required, institutions may release information from 
student records without prior consent:

· To school officials with legitimate educational interest 
(as defined by institution within FERPA guidelines). 

· To schools in which the student seeks or intends to 
enroll. 

· To federal, state and local authorities involving an audit 
or evaluation of compliance with education programs. 


