
Standards of Conduct

What follows is a listing of the University policies, rules, and regulations that prescribe
the standards of conduct the University requires of students. Students are required to
become familiar with these policies and must comply with them. Violations of any of
these policies will be handled in accordance with the appropriate University procedure. 

The use and/or abuse of alcohol and/or drugs will not be considered a mitigating
circum stance for any violation of the Code of Student Conduct. Rather, individuals may
be additionally charged with the appropriate alcohol or drug violation. 

Violations are listed in alphabetical order; the order of violations is not indicative of the
seriousness of each violation. All violations are assigned a level representing the degree
of seriousness of the violation. That level is listed next to each violation. It should be
noted that while the level represents the degree of seriousness of the violation, other
factors might be taken into consideration in applying sanctions. Such factors include
but are not limited to the nature of the violation, severity of the damage, harm or injury,
or the student’s past conduct history. 

Experience demonstrates that inappropriate behavior will often involve violations of
more than one standard of conduct listed in this Code. Repeated violations, multiple
violations, or the severity of the misconduct may heighten the University’s response
and may yield sanctions beyond those discussed in this Code or beyond the suggested
seriousness listed in level definitions. Such heightened response could include sus-
pension or expulsion from the University and/or cancellation of the Residence Hall
and Dining License Agreement. In addition, students may incur monetary fines of up
to $200. Information regarding specific sanctions can be found on pages 17, 18, and
22–23. 

The University reserves the right to notify parents when a student has been referred to
the Office of Student Conduct and Conflict Resolution (OSCCR). 

The definition of each level follows:

Level I:
Sanctions for the first violation of level I are up to and including expulsion. 

Level II:
Sanctions for the first violation of level II are up to and including deferred suspension. 

Level III:
Sanctions for the first violation of level III are up to and including probation. 

Level IV:
Sanctions for the first violation of level IV may be a written warning but can be up to
and including probation. 

Abuse of Others
1.  Verbal, written, graphic, or electronic abuse. (level II or III*)
2.  Harassment (defined as repeated and/or continuing unwanted behavior), coercion, or

intimidation of an individual or group, either directly and/or indirectly or on the basis
of race, color, religion, religious creed, genetics, sex, sexual orientation, age, national
origin, ancestry, disability, or veteran status. (level II or III*)

3.  Bullying, defined as the repeated use of written, verbal, or electronic expression
and/or communication and/or a verbal, electronic, or physical act or gesture or any
combination thereof, directed at a member of the University community that (i) causes
physical, psychological and/or emotional harm to a University community member or
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damage to his/her property; (ii) places a University community member in reasonable
fear of harm to him/herself or damage to his/her property; or (iii) creates a hostile,
threatening, intimidating, humiliating, or abusive environment [at the University] for 
a University community member or substantially interferes with his/her educational
performance, opportunities, or benefits. For purposes of this section, bullying may
include, but is not limited to: social exclusion or isolation, humiliation or degradation,
threats, intimidation, harassment, stalking, theft and/or damage/destruction of prop-
erty, or the perpetuation of any of the conduct listed in this section by inciting,
 soliciting, or coercing others to demean, embarrass, humiliate, or cause emotional,
psychological, or physical harm to a member of the University community. 
(level II or III*)

*The level of sanctioning will be dependent upon the nature of the incident with respect
to above description. 

Academic Integrity
As defined in the Academic Integrity Policy (pages 41–43). (level II)

Aiding and Abetting
Aiding, abetting, or cooperating in an act or action that violates the Code of Student
Conduct. A student may be held responsible as though he or she was a direct partici-
pant in the violation, even if information indicates he or she was not directly involved 
in the perpetration of the violation. (level I through IV*)

*The level of the sanctioning for the student present may depend upon the actual

 violation committed. 

Alcohol Policy
The University expects that all of its students, whether on or off campus, abide by the
law and abide by University regulations concerning alcohol and drug use. Where a stu-
dent engages in conduct off campus that violates University regulations concerning
alcohol and drug use and such violation results in behavior which, in the University’s
sole judgment, is destructive, abusive, or detrimental to the University’s interests, the
University’s conduct process shall apply and such matters will be processed accordingly. 
1.  A person under the age of twenty-one is prohibited from being in the presence of

alcoholic beverages in the residence halls, with the following exception: an individual
under the age of twenty-one who has a roommate of legal drinking age may be in the
presence of an open container of alcohol in his or her room only if his or her room-
mate of legal drinking age is also present. Non-roommates who are under the age of
twenty-one may not be in the room when alcohol is being consumed by the of-age
roommate. (level IV)

2.  A person under the age of twenty-one is prohibited from possessing empty alcohol
containers. (level IV)

3.  No postings, announcements, promotions, or ticket sales may be made, placed, or
distributed on Northeastern University-owned or -leased property for non-University
sponsored events at which alcohol will be served or consumed. (level IV)

4.  On-campus possession of a keg, beerball, alcohol by the case, other central sources
of alcoholic beverages, or other unauthorized quantities of alcohol is not permitted.
Personal possession of alcoholic beverages is limited to one twelve-pack of beer
(144 ounces/4.26 liters) OR one-half gallon (64 ounces/1.89 liters) of wine OR one
pint (16 ounces/470 milliliters) of hard liquor. (level III)

5.  Possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages in locations or under conditions
prohibited by University policy or by law. (level III)

    a.  A person must be of legal drinking age to possess or consume alcoholic beverages.
In the United States, the legal drinking age is twenty-one.
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