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stUDent CoDe of ConDUCt
I. JurISDICTION
The Student Conduct Code, embodying the ideals of academic honesty, integrity, human rights, and 
responsible citizenship, governs all student conduct at Montana Western. Student enrollment in the 
University presupposes a commitment to the principles and policies embodied in this Code. In addition, 
students remain responsible under the civil and criminal laws of the State of Montana and the United 
States like any other citizen.
The Student Conduct Code ensures certain substantive and procedural rights to students charged with violating 
the Standards of Student Conduct. The Standards of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures follow.
Students at Montana Western may be subject to other University policies or regulations, as well as the 
Student Conduct Code. Other departments also may have specific professional conduct or honor codes.
The official source of procedure for conduct, discipline, and grievance purposes is this Student Handbook.
Violations of University vehicle and traffic regulations are governed by the procedures set forth in Montana 
Western’s Vehicle, Parking and Traffic Regulations, available at the Traffic Control Office.
Wherever referred to in this Code, administrative officers of the University include the officers and their designees.
Montana Western also has an obligation to uphold the laws of the larger community of which it is a 
part. While the laws of the larger community and the Student Conduct Code may overlap, they operate 
independently and do not substitute for each other. Montana Western may pursue enforcement of its 
rules whether or not legal proceedings are underway or in prospect, and may use information from third 
party sources, such as law enforcement agencies and the courts, to determine whether University rules 
have been broken. Conversely, Montana Western makes no attempt to shield members of the campus 
community from the law, nor does it automatically intervene in legal proceedings against members of 
the Montana Western community.
When a complaint is filed with appropriate Montana Western officials charging a student with violating 
the Student Conduct Code, Montana Western is responsible for conducting an investigation, initiating 
charges, and adjudicating those charges. Although the complainant’s responses are sought during the 
disciplinary process, the judgment of the case is the responsibility of the designated administrative 
officer. If the complainant decides to withdraw the complaint, Montana Western may proceed with the 
case on the basis of other testimony. 
A. Off CAMPuS OffENSES
 In exceptional circumstances, Student Conduct Code charges may be initiated against a student 

who engages in conduct off-campus that allegedly constitutes a criminal offense under Montana or 
Federal criminal law and directly and seriously threatens the health and safety of members of the 
campus community. A student or Montana Western employee having knowledge of the off-campus 
offense may file a complaint with the Dean of Students office. The Dean of Students office, with 
the advice and counsel of appropriate professional staff to determine whether requirements for 
off-campus application of Student Conduct Code charges are met, recommends to the Chancellor 
whether such charges should be made. In reaching a decision, the Chancellor considers whether 
criminal charges have been or will be filed and whether the alleged offender is in the custody of 
criminal justice authorities. Disciplinary procedures for General Misconduct apply to charges initiated 
under this section. Application of this Code to off-campus offenses is subject to procedures in Student 
Code of Conduct Section IV.C.1 (General Behavior Discipline Procedures) of this Handbook.

II. STuDENT rIgHTS
The University of Montana Western recognizes that its students retain the rights provided by the United 
States and Montana Constitutions, federal and state statutes, and other applicable University policy, while 
attending Montana Western. The provisions of this Student Conduct Code are intended to be consistent 
with these rights, and to limit or restrict only conduct that goes beyond the responsible exercise of these 
rights recognized by law. The following rights are specifically recognized and implemented in this Student 
Conduct Code.
A. STATEMENT Of rESPONSIBILITy
 The Montana Western community values personal and academic freedom and embraces the ideals of 

academic honesty and integrity. All members of the campus community have the personal responsibility 
to promote an atmosphere of civility in which the free exchange of ideas and opinions can flourish. We 
do so by learning from individual and collective differences and respecting every person.
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1. Civility Standards at Montana Western
 Civility is not a sign of weakness…let both sides explore what problems unite us instead of 

belaboring those problems which divide us.---John Fitzgerald Kennedy
 It should consistently be remembered that all Montana Western employees and students are 

working under the following set of standards for the betterment of the University, its employees, 
and its students.  It is the responsibility of each of us to live up to these standards.  All of the 
expectations below apply to face-to-face as well as virtual interactions.  This document is expected 
to be congruent with objectives of the 2013-23 Strategic Plan.

 Trust
•	 Trust	what	others	say	is	genuine	and	honor	their	word
•	 Talk	to,	not	about,	others

 respect
•	 Model	respectful	treatment	of	others	by	treating	others	as	you	would	like	to	be	treated
•	 Be	generously	understanding	and	accepting	of	diverse	ways	of	thinking,	teaching,	learning	

and accomplishing things
•	 While	discussions	may	become	heated	and	passionate,	they	should	never	become	mean,	

nasty or vindictive in spoken or printed or emailed words, facial expressions, or  gestures
 Listen

•	 Employ	active	listening	by	giving	undivided	attention	to	speakers,	allowing	them	to	complete	
their thoughts before you respond to them

•	 Use	“I”	statements	in	conversations	so	others	know	you	own	your	own	words
•	 Talk	face-to-face	with	others	as	much	as	possible,	especially	on	areas	of	disagreement

 understand
•	 View	 conflicts	 as	 learning	 opportunities	 to	 understand	why	 individuals	 hold	 conflicting	

viewpoints
•	 If	someone	informs	you	that	you	are	doing	something	offensive,	frustrating,	or		wrong,	try	

and understand what they are telling you without getting angry with them
•	 Externalize	conflicts;	do	not	view	conflicts	as	between	individuals	but	as	between	ideas

 responsibility
•	 Be	accountable	and	take	ownership	of	all	your	communications	and	other	actions;	do	not	

make unauthorized anonymous one-way communications to or about others
•	 Never	involve	students	or	community	members	in	campus	politics	to	gain	support	for	your	

point of view or to gain personal allies
•	 If	someone	is	doing	something	you	find	offensive,	disruptive,	frustrating,	or	wrong,	tell	them	

clearly, calmly, and politely
•	 Be	kind	to	others	at	all	times

B. STuDENT rESPONSIBILITy ENrOLLMENT & ATTENDANCE 
 Students are held responsible for making informed enrollment decisions and for knowledge of and 

compliance with Montana Western policies and procedures as outlined in this handbook, the current 
University catalog, the official UMW web site and the current printed class schedule as well as special 
registration instructions which may be issued on a semester-by-semester basis.

 Students at the University of Montana Western enroll on a semester basis and are expected to register 
(including paying tuition and fees) prior to the start of the term for all classes they plan to complete 
during that term and once registered, to actively participate in learning activities associated with courses 
in which they are enrolled.  Academic calendar add and drop deadlines are strictly enforced.  

 Faculty outline requirements for satisfactory completion of courses in a syllabus made available 
to students at the beginning of a class.  Students are responsible for ascertaining attendance and 
course completion requirements of each class in which they are enrolled.  Regular class attendance 
and participation is critical to student academic success.  

 Requirements for degrees and programs of study offered at Montana Western are listed in the 
University Catalog.  Students should consult their adopted catalog and contact their advisor or 
Advising Office staff with questions concerning course and grade requirements for graduation. 


