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resiDenCe Life
WELCOME
Welcome to the Residence Life program at the University of Montana Western.  We are excited you 
have chosen to live on campus.  Here in Residence Life, your success is our top priority.  We believe in 
creating an environment conducive to the achievement of your academic goals and we strive to make 
your stay on campus stress-free, safe, and fun.  During your stay with us, you will have the opportunity 
to get involved in on-campus activities, to meet a lot of new people, and to contribute to the community 
at UMW.  Our dedicated staff is here to serve you in whatever way we can.  Each floor is supervised by 
at least one resident assistant (RA) whose goal is to create a safe, unified community, to uphold school 
policies, and to be a resource for you.  
MISSION STATEMENT & gOALS
Residence Life at Montana Western provides residents with a safe and respectful learning community. 
We promote a fun lifestyle and a sense of belonging through a wide range of diverse social and personal 
experiences. Specifically, we:
•	 Promote	activities	that	get	residents	involved	on	the	weekends;
•	 Stress	the	importance	of	education	and	being	a	student;	
•	 Make	the	halls	a	fun	and	relaxed	place	to	live	by	offering	social	and	recreational	opportunities;
•	 Are	a	staff	that	the	campus	knows	and	respects;
•	 Model	a	positive	lifestyle	for	all	students,	despite	background	or	life	experience;		
•	 Are	fair	and	consistent	in	applying	rules	and	regulations.
rESIDENT rIgHTS & rESPONSIBILITIES
Living in campus housing presents both opportunities and challenges. Community responsibilities, such 
as cooperation and respect, accompany group living situations. Your actions affect others, especially 
when space is limited. The Residence Life staff members help foster a sense of community; however, 
each resident is ultimately responsible for the creation and maintenance of this community. 
You have the right to get the best education possible; you have the responsibility to work toward 
your own academic success.
You have the right to equal opportunity and access to University housing without regard to race, creed, 
sex, age, disability, national origin or sexual orientation; you have the responsibility to help maintain 
the sense of community by including others and making them feel part of the group.  Action, direct or 
covert, that discriminates based on race, creed, sex, age, disability, national origin or sexual orientation 
is not tolerated in this community.
You have the right to associate with whomever you please; you have the responsibility to accept all 
other residents for who they are and from where they come, and to educate yourself on issues of human 
diversity and to appreciate differences as simply differences.
You have the right to a reasonably peaceful and quiet space in which you can study and sleep; you 
have the responsibility to observe quiet hours, keep your stereo and your voice at a reasonable volume 
in the residence halls, and remind others that you expect the same courtesy of them.
You have the right to privacy and the proportionate use of your room both in terms of space and time, and 
the right to be free of unwanted guests in your room; you have the responsibility to let your roommate 
know of your preferences for study hours, sleep, and visitation and to work through any differences that 
may arise in a peaceful manner, within established guidelines.
You have the right to choose your means of recreation and relaxation; you have the responsibility 
to know and abide by the laws of the State of Montana, including those pertaining to alcohol, illegal 
drugs, and smoke-free environment; and to follow the rules and regulations established by Montana 
Western to support its educational purpose and to sustain a safe and comfortable living environment 
in the residence halls.
You have the right to confront another person, in an appropriate manner, whose behavior infringes upon 
your rights; you have the responsibility to examine your own behavior when confronted by another 
person and work toward resolving conflicts.
You have the right to feel safe and free from threat of intimidation, physical, or emotional harm; you have 
the responsibility to help maintain personal and community security by being aware of and reporting 
any suspicious acts, as well as taking practical precautions (never prop doors open, allow unescorted 
visitors into the residence halls, or lose, lend, or forget room or building keys).
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You have the right to participate in residence hall programs and activities as you choose; you have 
the responsibility to attend all mandatory hall programs.
You have the right to confidential assistance from your Residence Life Staff and other Montana Western 
personnel, and referral to appropriate areas when you need help with a problem; you have the responsibility 
to notify the Residence Life Staff of a problem, and to cooperate in mutually working toward a solution; and 
to refer friends or peers in times of need to Residence Life Staff or other appropriate resources.
ABOuT rESIDENCE LIfE
Staff in each residence hall consists of Resident Assistants (RA’s) supervised by a Hall Director. RA’s 
are assigned to each floor to assist the student with personal and academic related issues. It is also the 
responsibility of the RA’s to complete duty rounds and to document all infractions of University policies.
The Hall Director has the same responsibility toward assisting residents and documenting violations of 
policy. Any concerns a resident might have should be first directed to the RA or Hall Director, and then 
to the Residence Life Office.
The Director of Residence Life supervises the residence life program, and is responsible for training and 
supervision of the undergraduate and office staff. 
rESIDENCE HALL PrOgrAMMINg
WHAT ArE PrOgrAMS?
A program is an event designed to enhance your learning and development or help facilitate floor com-
munity.  You’ll learn something new and have fun at the same time.  Sometimes these activities will happen 
spontaneously on your floor, and other times, your RA will plan an activity for your floor or hall.
Throughout the semester, programs will be presented on your individual floors, in the main lobbies, and 
in other areas on campus.  Keep an eye out for program announcements in your community!
WHy SHOuLD I ATTEND PrOgrAMS?
Students who get involved in college activities are more likely to be successful as students at UMW.  You’ll 
spend a great deal of time on your floor or in your residence hall, so it is important to become involved 
and connected.  By attending programs, you will get to know the students in your hall. 
rESIDENCE LIfE fACILITIES
Halls
Residence Life at Montana Western consists of two types of housing: standard rooms (Jordan-Davis-
Centennial complex), and non-standard rooms (Mathews Hall).
Residence Life Office 
Residence Life Office (RLO) is located in Davis Hall. Services include room and roommate assignments 
and changes, I.D. cards, incoming packages and stamps, refrigerator and microfridge rentals, and 
outgoing mail drop. The Residence Life Office is open from 8-5 Monday through Friday and from 12-2 pm  
and 7-9 pm on Saturday and Sunday.
What’s In Your Room
The typical “double room” contains two single beds, two closets with drawers, two desks, two chairs, 
bookshelves, mini-blinds, wastebasket, mirror, smoke detector, and fire suppressing device.
Bed Lofts
Bed lofts designed for use in Montana Western’s residence hall rooms are available through the RLO. 
These bed lofts are safety inspected and incorporate existing bed frames that cannot be stored elsewhere. 
Bicycles
Bicycle racks are available outside the residence halls. Students are responsible for proper lock-up and 
security of their bikes.  All bikes must be removed from residence hall racks at the end of Spring semester 
or they will be confiscated by Montana Western.
Laundry Rooms
Coin-operated laundry facilities are located in Mathews Hall and the Jordan-Davis-Centennial Complex. 
Lounges
Television and study lounges are provided in each residence hall.
Vending Machines
Snack, juice, and soft drink vending machines are located throughout the residence halls.


