
RESIDENCE HALLS GUIDELINES, POLICIES, AND PROCEDURES

The	Residence	Hall	staff	tracks	damages	in	the	halls.		The	item	will	be	considered	billable	if	it	is	believed	that	the	damage	
was, or could have been, done by students or witnessed by students.  It will also be considered billable if it is believed that 
the damage could have been prevented.  This would be the case if:
	 •	 the	individual	gained	access	to	the	building	by	following	a	resident	into	the	building
	 •	 the	individual	gained	access	by	entering	through	a	propped	door
	 •	 the	individual	was	a	guest	of	someone	in	the	building
	 •	 a	stranger	without	an	escort	in	the	building	goes	unreported
	 •	 irresponsible	behavior	is	not	addressed	by	building	residents	and	damage	occurs.

If	the	person(s)	responsible	or	witnesses	come	forward,	the	damage	charge	is	assessed	to	the	person	responsible	for	the	
damage.

Once the damage is determined to be “billable”, a decision is made regarding who should be billed.  A number of factors 
are	taken	into	consideration:		location,	frequency,	consistency	and	type	of	damage,	intended	use	of	location,	and	amount	
of	traffic	at	location.		The	answers	to	these	questions	will	determine	if	the	charge	is	a	floor/wing/suite	charge	or	a	building	
charge.  At no point will an individual be excused from a common area damage charge billed to their living area.

Fines and damages are outlines at the end of the document.

DECORATIONS/ATTACHMENTS
While	there	is	a	chance	for	students	to	express	individuality	in	decorating	their	rooms	or	apartments,	all	decorations	must	
be removable without causing damage to surfaces. Also, the residents are recommended to observe good taste and common 
sense in decorating their rooms or apartments. No articles are to be displayed in the windows since the public views the 
facility	from	the	outside.	Nothing	should	be	hung	from	fire	suppressant	pipes	or	sprinkler	heads.

DISRUPTIVE / DISORDERLY CONDUCT
Disruptive behavior/disorderly conduct are defined as any activity that interrupts and interferes with the normal routine of 
the	campus	community.	When	students	enter	the	University	community,	they	take	upon	themselves	certain	responsibilities	
and obligations, including satisfactory academic performance and social behavior consistent with the lawful purpose of the 
University. Student conduct therefore is not considered in isolation within the University community, but as an integral part 
of the educational process.

Disruptive/disorderly conduct includes, but is not limited to assault, misconduct, threats to personal safety, fighting, throw-
ing	any	object	in	the	University	dining	facility	or	from	the	window	of	a	University	residential	facility,	making	excessive	
noise, and any other type of disruption or conduct that interferes with the rights and opportunities of those who attend the 
University for the purposes for which the University exists. Additionally, speech or behavior that materially and substan-
tially disrupts the University living environment will not be tolerated. Disciplinary action resulting from disruptive speech or 
behavior may include, but is not limited to temporary or permanent removal from University housing.

DRY PLANTS (CHRISTMAS TREES)
Due	to	the	flammable	nature	of	live	Christmas	trees,	such	trees	are	not	allowed	in	the	residence	halls.

ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES/EQUIPMENT
The residential facilities have limits on the capabilities of their electrical systems. Overloading these systems presents fire 
and safety hazards. Furthermore, electrical heating elements are dangerous when used in residence hall rooms or apart-
ment units. The following guidelines govern the use of electrical appliances, outlets, and power strips in residence hall 
rooms or apartment units:
	 •	 Any	electrical	appliance	with	an	exposed	heating	element	is	prohibited.
	 •	 Power	strips	may	be	used	under	the	following	conditions:	
	 	 o	 Only	one	power	strip	is	permitted	to	connect	an	appliance	with	an	electrical	outlet	(strips	may	not	be	used	in		 	
	 	 	 series).
  o Only grounded power strips may be used with appliances. 
	 	 o	 Power	strips	with	built-in	breakers	are	required	when	the	number	of	outlets	needed	is	greater	than	the	number			
   of outlets in the student’s room.
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