
� Freedom of Government: Students have the right to organize and maintain maximum democratic government in order to

guarantee the rights and freedoms of the individual. Students also have the right to formulate within existing laws their own

social rules and code of conduct.

� Freedom of Access to Higher Education: The admissions policies of each college and university are a matter of

determination by the academic community provided that each college and university makes clear the standards which it

considers relevant to success in the institution's program. Within the limits of its facilities, this College shall be open to all of

its enrolled students, and it shall use its influence to secure equal access for all students to public facilities in the local

community.

� Right to the Best Possible Education: It is a basic right that students have a well-devised curriculum, adequate library and

laboratory facilities, and competent teaching staff, operating in an environment of academic freedom which nourishes the

education process. Students have a right to guidance, advisement, and ancillary services that aid in education and/or career

planning which helps them progress toward their goals.

� Right of Freedom of Thought in the Classroom: Students should be informed of the standard of academic performance

expected by each professor or department. Students should be free to take reasoned exception to the data or views offered in

any course of study and to reserve judgement about matters of opinion. Students should have protection through orderly

procedures against prejudiced or capricious academic evaluation. At the same time, they are responsible for maintaining

standards of academic performance established for each course in which they are enrolled.

� Freedom of Expression: Students and student organizations should be free to discuss, pass resolutions, distribute leaflets,

circulate petitions and take other action by orderly means which do not disrupt the essential operation of the institution. They

are free to examine and to express opinions publicly or privately.

� Freedom of Communications Media: All forms of student expression must enjoy full freedom of the press as guaranteed

in the Bill of Rights of the United States Constitution. The communications media are free of censorship and advance

approval of copy, and the editors and managers are free to develop their own editorial policies and news coverage. The

editorial freedom of student editors and managers entails corollary responsibilities to be governed by the canons of

responsible journalism. At the same time, it should be made clear to the academic and larger community that in their public

expressions or demonstrations, students and student organizations speak only for themselves. Editors and managers of

communications media are protected from arbitrary suspension and removal because of student, faculty, administrative or

public disapproval of editorial policy or content.

� Freedom of Association: Students must be free to organize and join associations for educational, political, social, religious

or cultural purposes.

� Freedom to Choose Speakers and Topics: No area of investigation and no point of view shall be excluded from the

precincts of the College. It is consonant with the principles of academic freedom, the traditions of free inquiry, and the

educational purposes of the State University of New York to assert that the student body, acting responsibly in the spirit of

free intellectual inquiry, is free to invite any person it chooses to address it on any topic.

� Freedom from Disciplinary Action Without Due Process: The student body must have clearly defined means to participate

in the formulation and application of regulations affecting student affairs. No sanction or other disciplinary action shall be

imposed on a student by or in the name of the State University of New York in an arbitrary manner.

� Freedom from Improper Disclosure: Protection against improper disclosure of information is a serious professional

obligation of faculty members and administrative staff which must be balanced with their other obligations to the individual

student, the institution and society. (Judgements of ability and character may be provided under appropriate circumstances).

Information about student views, beliefs and political associations which professors and College staff acquire in the course of

their work as instructors, advisors, and counselors should be considered confidential. No information from records is

available to prospective employers, graduate or professional schools, or government agencies without the explicit consent of

the student, and such information must be limited to their academic experiences only.

�� Freedom to Rights as a Private Citizen: College students are citizens as well as members of the academic community.

As citizens, students should enjoy the same freedom of speech, peaceful assembly and right of petition that other

citizens enjoy and as citizens they are subject to the obligations which accrue to them by virtue of this membership.
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