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Columbia’s Summer Vacation
Changing policy behind closed doors.

By Jaime Sneider, a senior at Columbia University and columnist for the 
Columbia Daily Spectator
July 10, 2001 9:00 a.m.
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olumbia University is 
reversing much of its 
controversial Sexual Misconduct 
Policy to the surprise of student 
activists who lobbied on its 
behalf, and the head of the Sexual Misconduct Office, Charlene 
Allen who indignantly quit. While the proposed addendum to the 
policy is without question a step towards fairness, the university 
shamefully attempted to keep it hidden from the very students 
that it would affect. 

Passed in the spring of 2000, the policy has been the subject of 
national scrutiny, having been condemned by a diverse set of 
civil-libertarian groups including the Foundation for Individual 
Rights in Education and the Feminists for Free Expression. These 
organizations have rightly criticized Columbia for failing to 
specify what standard of evidence must be met to assess guilt and 
whether complainant or accused bears the burden of proof. Other 
deficiencies include the fact that the charged student is not 
permitted to cross-examine witnesses, be present during 
testimony, and review full transcripts of the proceedings 
occurring in his absence. 

 

Another Big Decision
WASHINGTON, DC 
— A Bush family 
moment. By Roman 
Martinez. 7/13/01 9:15 a.m.

Thanks, But No Thanks
MCLEAN, VA — 
America’s needs vs. 
“rights.” By Balint 
Vazsonyi. 7/13/01 9:05 a.m.

A Man You Don’t 
Know
SACRAMENTO — 
And weren’t supposed 
to meet. By Jonathan 
Wilcox. 7/13/01 8:55 a.m.

Reckless Disregard
FAIRFAX, VA — A 
familiar role for Alan 
Dershowitz. By Peter 
Berkowitz. 7/13/01 8:40 a.m.

Shays-Meehan Goes 
Down
WASHINGTON, DC 
— A victory for free 
speech. By Peter Roff. 
7/13/01 8:25 a.m.

China Diary, Part III
CHANGCHUN, NE 
CHINA — Nationalism 
trumps everything. By 
John Derbyshire. 7/12/01 
3:10 p.m.

Faith-Based Threats
WASHINGTON, DC 

http://www.thefire.org/offsite/data/nro_071301.html (1 of 3) [10/13/2004 1:55:38 PM]

http://connect.247media.ads.link4ads.com/click/1/National_Review_Online/National_Review_Online/National_Review_Online_ROS/40265;uniq=2004.10.13.13.55.36
http://www.nationalreview.com/news_alert/news_alert.shtml
http://www.nationalreview.com/
http://www.nationalreview.com/comment/comment-martinez071301.shtml
http://www.nationalreview.com/comment/comment-martinez071301.shtml
http://www.nationalreview.com/
http://www.nationalreview.com/goldberg/goldberg.shtml
http://www.nationalreview.com/daily/wdn.shtml
http://www.nationalreview.com/contentspage/contents.shtml
https://www.kable.com/pub/ntrv/subUpdate.asp?where=1
http://www.nationalreview.com/advertise/advertise247.html
http://www.nationalreview.com/welcome-weekend.html
http://www.nationalreview.com/contact/contact.shtml
http://www.nationalreview.com/nr_comment/nr_comment071201a.shtml
http://www.nationalreview.com/nr_comment/nr_comment071001b.shtml
http://www.nationalreview.com/nr_comment/nr_comment071001a.shtml
http://www.nationalreview.com/nr_comment/nr_comment071001a.shtml
http://www.nationalreview.com/nr_comment/nr_comment070901b.shtml
http://www.nationalreview.com/nr_comment/nr_comment070901b.shtml
http://www.nationalreview.com/nr_comment/nr_comment070901a.shtml
http://www.nationalreview.com/nr_comment/nr_comment070301a.shtml
http://www.nationalreview.com/nr_comment/nr_comment070301a.shtml
http://www.nationalreview.com/nr_comment/nr_comment070201a.shtml
http://www.nationalreview.com/nr_comment/nr_commentprint071001a.html
http://www.nationalreview.com/email_friend/email-friend.asp
http://www.thefire.org/
http://www.thefire.org/
http://www.nationalreview.com/comment/comment-martinez071301.shtml
http://www.nationalreview.com/dissent/dissent071301.shtml
http://www.nationalreview.com/comment/comment-wilcox071301.shtml
http://www.nationalreview.com/comment/comment-wilcox071301.shtml
http://www.nationalreview.com/comment/comment-berkowitz071301.shtml
http://www.nationalreview.com/comment/comment-roff071301.shtml
http://www.nationalreview.com/comment/comment-roff071301.shtml
http://www.nationalreview.com/derbyshire/derbyshire071201.shtml
http://www.nationalreview.com/york/york071201.shtml


NR Comment on NRO

After more than a year of reports concerning these shortcomings, 
the university finally decided the policy must be revised. If the 
changes are adopted, the policy will explicitly state that the 
accused is presumed innocent and, according to Columbia's 
Associate General Counsel Patricia Catapano, will set the 
standard of evidence required for a guilty verdict at "the highest 
below criminal." 

Rather than admit that proposed "clarifications" are indeed 
changes, however, Catapano instead asserts that the rights in 
question were never unprotected and attributes the negative 
attention the vague policy has received to a "misinterpretation" 
on the part of journalists. 

Of course, that fails to explain why administrators chose not to 
correct the misunderstanding for more than a year and a half, and 
why they then chose to do so in secret. Proposals to modify the 
policy became public knowledge only after Allen resigned in 
protest. Those close to her told the student newspaper that she 
became distraught by the absence of student involvement and 
because she had been prohibited from talking about the 
proposals. 

And perhaps more perplexing is why the administration defended 
the policy vigorously against its detractors while never pointing 
out that they intended to protect the very civil liberties in 
question. The university's form-letter response to inquiries from 
concerned parents listed only those rights explicitly protected 
under the policy, claiming that these were adequate in preserving 
due process — a statement the university no longer seems 
confident in making. 

Some insight is provided by the fact that Catapano has to call the 
changes to the policy "clarifications" if she wishes to circumvent 
the University Senate, which would otherwise have to vote on the 
policy again. Needless to say, attracting further publicity is 
something Columbia wants to avoid. 

The policy's original authors are hardly content with the proposed 
changes. They're specifically upset about the accused's right to 
observe the proceedings by closed-circuit television and the 
ability of the convicted student's dean to reopen the case. 

In order to ease fears of student activists who are enraged by 
Allen's resignation, Columbia has put six students on their payroll 
for the summer to help with hiring a replacement. And what 
qualities are students looking for in prospective applicants? Well, 
one student who works for the Rape Crisis Center said that she's 

— Will Democrats press 
for a federal gay rights 
bill — and a new 
investigation of the 
White House? By Byron 
York. 7/12/01 1:20 p.m.

A Cultural Antidote
NEW YORK — Why 
we need a Federal 
Marriage Amendment. 
By Stanley Kurtz. 7/12/01 
1:00 p.m.

The Power of a Name
WASHINGTON, DC 
— Embryos vs. 
blastocysts. By John J. 
Miller & Ramesh Ponnuru. 
7/12/01 12:45 p.m.

Less Gandhi, More 
Reagan
NEW YORK — The 
case for a spine. By 
Deroy Murdock. 7/12/01 
12:10 p.m. 

 
 

http://www.thefire.org/offsite/data/nro_071301.html (2 of 3) [10/13/2004 1:55:38 PM]

http://www.nationalreview.com/contributors/kurtz071201.shtml
http://www.nationalreview.com/daily/nr071201.shtml
http://www.nationalreview.com/murdock/murdock071201.shtml
http://www.nationalreview.com/murdock/murdock071201.shtml
http://connect.247media.ads.link4ads.com/click/1/National_Review_Online/National_Review_Online/National_Review_Skyscraper/43535;uniq=PLACE_RANDOM_NUMBER_HERE;tiedimp=y


NR Comment on NRO

concerned "They'll hire someone with a different kind of 
politics." In other words, a liberal litmus test will apply. 

Like Allen, these students are barred from speaking about 
changes to the disciplinary procedures, and the student who 
administrators admit was tried under the policy without the 
benefit of the proposed modifications. 

Regardless, one must wonder why Columbia goes out of its way 
to pander to student activists responsible for the atrocious policy, 
and also, why administrators work so hard to keep mere 
"clarifications" secret. 
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