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BREAKING NEWS: GREEK LIFE
FRATERNITY MEMBERS INVOLVED IN PARTIES SUSPENDED 
FROM AUBURN
STAFF REPORTS — UNIVERSITY RELATIONS
November 15, 2001

AUBURN -- Auburn University Interim President William F. Walker announced Thursday 
that he has indefinitely suspended from the university -- pending further disciplinary action -- 
15 students who wore Ku Klux Klan attire and blackface to fraternity Halloween parties. 

The suspended students were members of the now disbanded Beta Theta Pi and Delta 
Sigma Phi fraternities. 

They were suspended under a section of the AU Code of Student Discipline that permits 
the president to remove students "where the action of a student or a group of students 
poses an immediate threat to the well being of the university, or there is substantial 
evidence that the continued presence of the student(s) on the campus shall disrupt the 
university . . ." 

Another student had earlier dropped out of school because of the incident. 

The suspended students could later face penalties ranging up to explusion from AU. 

"I think the continued presence of these students in the university community poses an 
immediate threat to the well-being of the university, and we're taking that action," said 
Walker. "The student cases will go forward in accordance with the Code of Student 
Discipline." 

Walker also announced that he has asked the university's general counsel to request an 
investigation by the Lee County District Attorney's Office to determine if any crimes were 
committed in association with the two fraternity parties 

Walker also: 

** Announced he has appointed a task force to look into the establishment of a multicultural 
center on campus. 

** Instructed the provost's office to expand course offerings on tolerance and diversity in 
Auburn's curricula, possibly concentrating on mandatory courses in the core curriculum. 

"We're going to redouble our efforts to diversify," said Walker. "The level of cultural 
awareness on this campus is not nearly where it should be." 
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Auburn had a 24 percent increase in its enrollment of African Americans in its freshman 
class this fall, but African-Americans make up only 7.2 percent of the overall enrollment of 
22,469. Over the past five years, the number of African-American faculty increased by 29 to 
47 out of a total of 1,100 faculty members. 

Walker said he was concerned about the enrollment of African American students at 
Auburn in the future in light of the recent events. 

"We're going to have to work even harder to attract African-American students to our 
campus," he said. "We're going to have to raise more money for scholarships." 

Beta Theta Pi and Delta Sigma Phi fraternities were immediately suspended by AU and 
later by their national organizations after photographs of the two Halloween parties were 
posted on the Internet on Nov 4. 

Earlier this week, AU withdrew its recognition of the local chapters. The national fraternities 
also pulled the charters of the local chapters. 

Both fraternities made public apologies. 

Walker has solicited and received the assistance of the Southern Poverty Law Center in 
providing tolerance training to AU faculty, staff and students through its Tolerance.org wing. 
The first session on campus was Wednesday, but another is tentatively scheduled for early 
December. 

"We've got to create a situation where people have an opportunity to begin to work out the 
issues," said Walker. "What we've got to do is to figure out what changes we're going to 
make in our curricular and in our way of conducting business to get past this to make sure 
that this kind of thing doesn't happen again 
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