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Life Issues

Law School Officially Recognizes Pro-Life Student Group
By Jim Brown
No lawyer could honestly say pro-life issues are "narrow."

PCANews - In an about-face, the Student Bar Association at the Washington 
University Law School says it will now respect a pro-life group's right to organize 
on campus. 

With a 27-6 vote that followed more than two hours of contentious debate, the 
Student Bar Association decided on October 14 to recognize Law Students Pro-
Life (the president of this group is Jordan Siverd, a member of Covenant PCA in 
St. Louis) as a legitimate student group on the St. Louis campus. The SBA, 
which is the law school's student government, had twice before rejected the pro-
life group's requests, claiming its position was "too narrow" and would be more 
consistent if it had an anti-death penalty stance. 

Greg Lukianoff is director of legal and public advocacy at the Foundation for 
Individual Rights in Education. He says no lawyer could honestly say pro-life 
issues are "narrow." 

"The whole idea of keeping things like private conscience outside of the power 
of people to vote them away is fundamental to our principles as a society," he 
explains. "You can't make the argument that you can violate peoples' 
fundamental human rights on the basis of 'we voted to violate those' -- that's 
why we call them inalienable rights." 

Lukianoff says cases surrounding pro-life issues have affected the right to 
protest, free speech, freedom of religion, and continue to echo in all right-to-
privacy cases. 

He adds that the Student Bar Association had been trying to dictate the 
conservative group's pro-life beliefs -- and in doing so, he says, ignored the 
group's right to private conscience. 

"I think the Student Bar Association is having a hard time distinguishing what 
they disagree with what they think is invalid -- and [unfortunately] I see a lot of 
that on college campuses," he says. "There are certain ideas and ideals that are 
considered simply without any merit, and that needed discussion. I find that 
creates an intellectually bereft environment." 

Lukianoff's group, along with the ACLU of Eastern Missouri, had written a letter 
to the SBA, asking it to respect the beliefs and rights of Law Students Pro-Life.
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 Is the PCA in Need 
of Refining Its 

Vision 

Laying Hold of 
Christ's Saving 

Work
There is really only 
one thing that can 
minimize Christ's 
saving work and 

that is our failing to 
lay hold of it. I'm 
convinced…that 
this is when we 

begin to make our 
forward steps as 
Christians: When I 

know through 
experience that I 
can lay hold of 

Christ's blood by 
faith to cover my 
sins this morning, 
and then to cover 

my sins this 
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By Jim Brown, a staff writer for AgapePress. 

For more articles like this go to PCANews.

E-mail to a Friend

Printer Friendly Version

afternoon, even if 
they're the same 
sins—when I know 

this, the 
preciousness of 
Christ's blood 

becomes a 
tremendous reality, 

I begin to live in 
the light of His 

presence and in the 
light of His 

work—not just in 
the past or in the 
future, but in the 
present. I begin to 
live in the reality of 

the supernatural 
world…a true 

Christian is that 
person who knows, 
by experience, the 

ever-present 
wonder of being 

able to lay hold of 
the blood of Jesus 
and then being able 
to say thank you, 

knowing that his or 
her fellowship with 
God is completely 

restored.
-------------

Francis Schaeffer
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