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Sen. Sessions makes special trip to D.C.
Monday, May 31, 2004

Editor's note: "The Political Skinny" is an inside look at Alabama politics 
prepared by the staff of the Mobile Register. The column is compiled by 
Political Editor Jim Van Anglen, who can be reached at 
:jvananglen@mobileregister.com or 251-219-5608. 

Congress took last week off in honor of Memorial Day, and U.S. Sen. Jeff 
Sessions spent most of that time in Alabama -- except for a flight back to 
Washington on Wednesday afternoon, followed by a speedy return to the state 
Thursday morning. 

The reason? A Wednesday evening dinner at the White House with President 
Bush and a select group of invitees. 

"When the president calls, you come," spokesman Mike Brumas said. 
Describing the event as a "private" affair, Brumas would not say what was 
discussed or who else was on the guest list. 

But in recent weeks, Sessions, R-Mobile, has emerged as a leading defender 
of the Bush administration, which has come under intense criticism for its 
handling of the war with Iraq and the treatment of detainees at the Abu Ghraib 
prison. 

When Bush made a rare trip to Capitol Hill this month to reassure 
congressional Republicans, he left with his arm around Sessions, according to 
news reports. Sessions, a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, 
also recently joined a group of GOP senators for breakfast with Defense 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld at the Pentagon. 

Other members of southwest Alabama's congressional delegation spent the 
break less eventfully. For example, U.S. Rep. Jo Bonner, R-Mobile, gave 
speeches to the Monroeville Kiwanis Club and the Mobile Bar Association and 
spent two days in "wall-to-wall" office appointments, spokesman Matt Rhodes 
said. 

Meanwhile, U.S. Sen. Richard Shelby, R-Tuscaloosa, divided his time 
between Washington and Alabama, with constituent meetings in Tuscaloosa 
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and a visit to Vulcan Park in Birmingham, spokeswoman Virginia Davis said in 
a prepared statement. 

And U.S. Rep. Artur Davis, a Birmingham Democrat who is facing Perry 
County Commissioner Albert Turner Jr. in Tuesday's primary, spent the week 
"just bouncing from point to point" in his west Alabama district, spokesman 
Corey Ealons said. With the upcoming election, it was "a good time" to have a 
week off, Ealons said. 

Forrest returns to White House 

Some of south Alabama's best-known writers are finding their way into the 
White House, courtesy of U.S. Rep. Jo Bonner, R-Mobile. 

In September 2002, even before winning election to Congress, Bonner gave 
President Bush a copy of the classic novel "To Kill a Mockingbird" autographed 
by author Harper Lee of Monroeville. 

More recently, Bonner followed up with "Forrest Gump," signed by author 
Winston Groom of Point Clear. "Both the President and Mrs. Bush are 
voracious readers, so he thought that one was one they would enjoy as well," 
said Bonner spokesman Matt Rhodes. 

Some critics have unflatteringly likened Bush to Bayou La Batre's most famous 
fictional shrimper. Asked if any irony was intended, Rhodes replied, "None 
whatsoever." 

UA criticized over campus mail 

A national academic freedom organization is criticizing University of Alabama 
administrators for barring a conservative faculty group from using the campus 
mail system. 

"UA's message is clear," said Greg Lukianoff, director of legal and public 
advocacy for the Philadelphia-based Foundation for Individual Rights in 
Education. 

"Criticism of UA President Robert E. Witt and his administration will not be 
tolerated and will be met by repression and censorship." 

Lukianoff's statement was recently posted on FIRE's Web site. As the Mobile 
Register reported in January, the dispute started after University Provost Judy 
Bonner barred the Alabama Scholars Association from sending its newsletter 
via low-cost campus mail. Postal regulations allow only organizations funded 
and managed by the university to use the system, Bonner said at the time. 

Scholars Association leaders alleged that the policy was retaliation for their 
advocacy of term limits for administrators and a study that found widespread 
grade inflation in some departments. Caught in the crossfire was the venerable 
American Association of University Professors, which also was barred from the 
campus mail system. 

Lukianoff labeled the ban as "part of a pattern of disrespect for free speech." 
University spokesman Chris Bryant responded, "This is a postal regulation 
issue." 

The Alabama Scholars Association is the state chapter of the National 
Association of Scholars, a generally conservative organization with priorities 
that include free speech and academic standards. 
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Despite the campus mail cutoff, the group is finding other means of getting its 
message across. 

For example, in an article on its Web site titled "The Mandarins of Alabama," 
the association displays adjoining photos of the university's main administration 
building and the tomb of the late Chinese Communi st leader Mao Zedong. 

Jones addresses Kerry supporters 

Mobile County Commissioner Sam Jones delivered a speech to more than 100 
people last week at a meeting of John Kerry supporters. The longtime 
Democratic commissioner described President Bush as being in "over his 
head," according to a news release. 

The event took place at the International Brotherhood of Boilermakers Union 
Hall, 1610 Government St. in Mobile. 

The next "meetup" is scheduled for June 24, at a location still to be determined. 
For information, visit www.kerry2004.meetup.com, e-mail 
mobileforkerry@comcast.net or call 251-433-8729. 

GOP cancels primary event 

Mobile County Republicans have canceled their "2004 Victory Primary Party," 
which had been slated for Tuesday night at the Greater Gulf State Fairgrounds. 
The GOP still plans to hold a similar event this fall for the general election. 

"We are thrilled to have such a large Republican primary ballot for voters. 
However, the local races were small in number. Therefore, we decided to save 
our resources for the general election victory party," said Republican activist 
Terry Lathan of Theodore. "The presidential election will really add excitement 
for the Nov. 2 evening." 

Bonner staffer to make Mobile County stops 

A staff member from the office of U.S. Rep Jo Bonner, R-Mobile, will make 
stops Wednesday and Thursday in Mobile County, according to a news 
release. 

The purpose will be to meet with constituents who may be having difficulties 
with the federal government and who are seeking Bonner's assistance, the 
release states. The representative will be available Wednesday at Citronelle 
City Hall between 9:30 and 10:30 a.m. and Thursday at the Dauphin Island 
Town Hall between 12:15 and 1:15 p.m. 

For information, call Frazier Payne, Bonner's district representative, at 690-
2811 or 1-800-288-8721. 

Political announcements 

Eastern Shore Democrats will meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday in the Camellia Room 
of Homestead Village, 924 Plantation Blvd., Fairhope. The guest speaker will 
be Robert Smith, candidate for Place 1 on the Alabama Supreme Court, 
according to a news release. For information, call Katherine Thompson at 928-
7257 or Patricia Keoughan at 929-0136. 

The Baldwin Republican Coffee Club will meet at 7:30 a.m. Saturday at 
Country Cook'N in Robertsdale, according to a news release. Members of the 
legislative delegation are expected to be on hand to discuss the recently 
concluded session. 
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Today's column includes contributions from the following staff members: 
Tina Covington and Sean Reilly. 
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