
Identify each other's habits; especially sleep (who's the early bird and who's the 

"bear" before 8:00 am).  Make mutual decisions on study and sleep hours and 

remember to compromise if you need to. 

Discuss how you both will practice visitation (if permitted).  Work out a system so 

that you will not violate each other's rights to privacy. 

Talk about the upkeep of your room.  Are you a slob? Would you like your roommate 

living with a slob? 

Remember the old "what's mine is yours" saying?  If you are not used to sharing, then 

don't.  Even if you don't mind sharing, it should be discussed. 

Talk about the way you both would talk about and settle disagreements.  Discuss how 

each of you as roommates will give and receive in this role. Inform your RA/RD the 

first (1st) time there is a major disagreement with your roommate. In doing so 

you can eliminate negative vibes and attitudes with the continuation of your stay 

in the residence hall. 

ROOMATES RIGHTS 

Although it seems that to be a good roommate, you have to do a great deal of 

compromising and understanding, and surrendering.  Remember that a roommate has 

rights too.  You have the right to: 

1. Refuse requests without feeling guilty or selfish; 

2. Express your individuality through whatever ethical means you find natural; 

3. Make mistakes; 

4. Have your needs be as important as those of others; 

5. Be independent; 

6. Feel or express anger; 

7. Be included and not considered a "third wheel"; 
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8. Be treated as a capable human adult and not to be patronized; 

9. Personal Privacy; 

10. Receive the same respect and consideration for your opinions that you give others; 

11. Engage in those physical, educational, and social pursuits that are a necessary part of 

your University career; 

12. Read and study free from undue interference in your room; 

13. File grievances and initiate action for impartial and fair adjudication through the 

proper channels; 

14. Be free from fear, intimidation, physical and/or emotional harm, and the imposition 

of sanctions apart from due process. 

STUDENT CARE OF ROOM 

You and your roommate are responsible for making sure your room is a clean and safe 

living environment.  The common areas (such as the bathrooms, lounge, laundry room, 

and hallways) are maintained by the housekeeping/custodial staff.  All residents, 

however, are expected to do their part in keeping these areas clean and safe.  It would 

help greatly if you would practice picking up after yourself and promptly report any 

damages or maintenance concerns to your RA or RD. 

Your room should be kept in a manner that does not cause a health or safety hazard.  This 

means that all food, trash, clothing and paper are not to be scattered throughout your 

room.  This will help to avoid the origin of a fire hazard and the attraction of bugs.  In 

addition to the residence hall staff, a fire/building inspector makes periodic building and 

random room checks. 

Joint Responsibility: If the premise is leased to more than one student, each shall be 

responsible for his own rental payments.  Each shall be responsible jointly and separately 

for such damage to room or room furnishings or the cost of repairs as may be assessed. 
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