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The man behind war on 
liberals 

Horowitz crusade hits state colleges 

By Peggy Lowe, Rocky Mountain News
September 27, 2003 

David Horowitz is writing about a favorite anecdote, the one about 
the "leftist biology professor" in Missouri. 

Horowitz, whose call for more conservatives and Republicans as 
college speakers and faculty sent shock waves through Colorado 
academia this month, describes how he was targeted during a 
speech at the University of Missouri in April. 

Days before his appearance, the biology 
professor "slandered" him, called him a "racist" 

and offered her students extra credit to protest his address, 
Horowitz writes at gopusa.com Web site. 

But campus Republicans had tipped him off to the activities of the 
biologist, so Horowitz hit the Missouri ground running, ready to take 
on the professor. 

"It's just another example of how the liberal left is out of control on 
college campuses," Horowitz told local reporters. 

That's a classic clip from the David Horowitz road show - a steamroll 
into town, a heated meeting with conservative students, then a fiery 
speech about the liberal academic elite who are giving your kids just 
half an education because they have outlawed conservatives on 
campus. 

Horowitz will wheel into Colorado this week, first appearing at 
Metropolitan State College in Denver on Tuesday and the University 
of Denver on Wednesday. He will visit Mesa State College in Grand 
Junction later in the week. 

"Professors protest academic freedom; I take the battle to 
Colorado," Horowitz proclaimed this week on his Web site, 
FrontPagemag.com. 

His battle has been fueled in Colorado by the GOP legislative leaders 
who would like to require state colleges to use a version of 
Horowitz's "Academic Bill of Rights," an eight-point manifesto that 
calls for balance, tolerance and political diversity in faculty hiring and 
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curriculum. 

Both sides agree 

Many people from both sides of the political spectrum agree with the 
principles in his bill of rights. But Horowitz's critics say his tactics 
and methodology cloud the issue. 

Take the incident in Missouri with the "leftist biology professor 
named Miriam Golomb," as Horowitz describes her on gopusa.com. 

Golomb and several of her students, contacted by the Rocky 
Mountain News, dispute Horowitz's version of the event. She denies 
she offered extra credit for protesting the event; the offer was for 
anyone who wanted to attend the event, she says - and only after 
one of her students who is a Horowitz fan requested it. 

As for calling him a racist, Golomb says she was one of the authors 
of a flier distributed at his speech that quoted a Time magazine 
columnist as saying Horowitz was "a real, live bigot." 

Missouri administrators investigated, questioned her students and 
cleared Golomb. They went on to praise her for raising issues on 
both sides of the political spectrum in her "Genetics and Society" 
class. 

Golomb, still smarting from the brouhaha, said Horowitz is "a liar 
and a bully" who intimidates his critics with personal attacks. 

"I have to say, when people get investigated after saying anything 
about Horowitz, that puts a damper on academic freedom," she said. 

Horowitz counters that he's not surprised that the administration 
cleared her, "but that's part of the damnproblem." He says Golomb 
"smeared" him as a racist and that Missouri administrators 
"whitewashed" the incident without offering him any redress. 

"If (California Democratic Lt. Gov.) Cruz Bustamante was there and 
a professor calls him a racist, the university administrators would be 
licking his shoes and begging his forgiveness for that," Horowitz 
said. "With me? I didn't get a note from anybody or anything. And 
that's because I'm a conservative." 

Horowitz says a conservative University of Denver law student was 
threatened with the loss of his career by a liberal professor. He won't 
name names. 

"It's like being asked who's a Communist in the McCarthy period," he 
said. "The fact of the matter is, at your universities the conservative 
students have almost nobody to turn to because you've cleaned out 
the faculty of conservatives, you've cleaned out the administrations." 

Horowitz has led many battles, including fights against PBS 
programming and against reparations for slaves. 

Accused of 'playing victim' 

"He's constantly trying to turn himself and his allies into free speech 
martyrs," said Steve Rendall, a senior analyst for Fairness and 
Accuracy in Reporting, a media watchdog group. "He runs around 
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and is constantly talking about victimology. The biggest victim in his 
story is always himself." 

Horowitz angrily cites the four bodyguards he must hire to protect 
himself from protesters. And he's just as angry about the lack of 
respect he gets from academics. 

"I should be getting honorary degrees at Berkeley, for crying out 
tears!" he said. 

"I know what I've done and accomplished. I know you can cut me off 
at the knees for a comment like that. But the reality is, to pick 
someone else, Cornel West (the Harvard professor who wrote the 
best-seller Race Matters), who is an absolute airhead, has gotten 20 
honorary degrees!" 

Horowitz has been a lightning rod for a host of causes since he 
attended the University of California-Berkeley in the late 1950s and 
early 1960s. His parents were Communists and he grew up to be a 
leader in what was called the "New Left," editing the magazine 
Ramparts, an influential left-wing publication. 

Stories about Horowitz use terms like "lapsed liberal" and always 
mention his former affiliation with the Black Panthers. 

His right turn came in the 1980s and then he gained attention with 
his book Destructive Generation: Second Thoughts about the Sixties, 
written with his partner, Peter Collier. 

Horowitz has since created several nonprofit conservative groups, 
including his Center for the Study of Popular Culture, and is also a 
contributor on the Fox News Channel. 

When news surfaced of Horowitz's meeting with Colorado Republican 
leaders in June, Democrats and some professors quickly reacted with 
criticism, attacking his methods in achieving his "academic freedom" 
goals. 

For instance, on the Web site for his group, "Students for Academic 
Freedom," Horowitz coaches students on "how to research faculty 
bias." 

In an elaborate six-point plan, he coaches students on how to find 
the home addresses of administrators and professors, obtain their 
voting records and then create an Excel spreadsheet for the 
information. 

Students should select tenure or tenure-track professors in English, 
history, philosophy, political science and sociology, the site instructs. 

One science or technology department should be looked at, and civil 
engineering should be the top choice, the Web site says. 

Students are also told to report abuses to the Student for Academic 
Freedom Web site. 

"If you have a professor who routinely refers to President Bush as a 
'moron' or a sociology class where all the texts are written from one 
side of the political spectrum, please let us know about it," writes 
Sara Russo, the national campus director, in an open letter on the 

http://www.thefire.org/offsite/data/rocky_mountain_news_092703.html (3 of 5) [7/22/2004 6:13:00 PM]



Rocky Mountain News: State

Web site. 

Plan likely to surface in '04 

Those researching and reporting tactics have led many Democrats 
and some professors to say his effort is "academic McCarthyism" and 
simply a cover for creating a quota system for Republicans. 

"I basically think this is affirmative action for conservative 
Republicans, to get them into universities," said Sen. Joan Fitz-
Gerald, a Golden Democrat and Senate Minority leader. 

Legislative observers say the effort has a good chance of success 
during the 2004 session. Jon Caldara, head of the conservative 
Independence Institute in Golden, said lawmakers wouldn't have to 
take on the task if the school's governing bodies would demand 
academic diversity. 

"Don't blame David Horowitz for this," Caldara said. "Blame a bunch 
of pansy-assed regents who won't stand up and demand ideological 
diversity on college campuses." 

Horowitz's belief that there's a dearth of Republicans on U.S. 
campuses is mirrored in a recent survey. 

According to a 2001-2002 report by the Higher Education Research 
Institute at UCLA's Graduate School of Education & Information 
Studies, 48 percent of college and university faculty identify 
politically as either "liberal" or "far left"; 34 percent describe 
themselves as "middle-of-the road"; and 18 percent say they are 
"conservative" or "far right." 

A Rocky Mountain News survey showed Democrats outnumber 
Republicans 6-to-1 in political science departments at large public 
colleges along the Front Range. 

Meanwhile, several national groups also strive for academic freedom. 

The Foundation for Individual Rights in Education is a Philadelphia-
based civil liberties and civil rights nonprofit group. It has defended 
both pro-war and anti-war students, atheists and Christians, said 
FIRE's CEO, Thor Halvorssen. 

The majority of cases on campuses involving violations of free 
speech and due process involve "conservative students, pro-lifers, 
religious conservatives, assimilationist blacks, sexual minorities who 
choose to dissent from group think, irreverent humor magazines and 
conservative student newspapers," Halvorssen said. 

"We do not create the reality on college campuses, we respond to 
it," he said. "It is undeniable that those are the most put-upon 
groups on a college campus." 

Halvorssen said his group likes the Academic Bill of Rights and 
universities "would do well to adopt it." 

"Whether or not a university board of trustees or student body 
agrees with Mr. Horowitz's views on other cultural or political 
matters, we can all agree that freedom of speech in the academic 
community is essential, that pluralism and diversity, critical inquiry 
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and tolerance are vital to American education," he said. 

lowep@RockyMountainNews.com or 303-892-5482 
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