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In commemoration of the events of September 11, Hot Flash presents a 
week long look at the Left's reaction to the events of 9-11. 

The Academic Left's Contempt for 
America
The academy reacts. 

By Kate Morse

Freedom of speech is one of the most important rights bestowed on 
Americans.  The right to say what we think, no matter how unpopular or 
important or ignorant or brilliant, is such a basic part of our lives that most 
of us take it for granted. Colleges and universities throughout the country 
are perfect examples of Americans exercising this right.  After September 
11, students on campuses all over the U.S. reacted to the terrorist attacks 
and made known their opinions on terrorism and America. Many spoke out 
in support of the war on terror and the president’s leadership in a time of 
crisis.  Many also, as was their right, rallied against war and America’s 
retaliation.  But many on the radical Left overflowed with hatred for 
America. 

Even right after the attacks, many on the Left were ready to blame America 
first. At a rally in Providence, Rhode Island, in late September that included 
students and faculty from Brown University, The Providence Journal  quotes 
Brown professor William Beeman as “urg[ing] people to… ‘detoxify the 
rhetoric’ of the Bush administration,” and observes of the protestors that 
“instead of rushing to judgment and seeking vengeance against those 
responsible for the terrorism,…understand the more difficult question of 
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‘why did they do it?’”  A Wesleyan University student, likewise, denounced 
the war in a Los Angeles Times article by saying that “ ‘for [the events of 
September 11] to turn into an excuse to have a war and kill more people, it 
seemed like it would just be too horrible.’”  Scott Laderman of The 
Minnesota Daily, a student-run newspaper at the University of Minnesota, 
also hates America. He writes:  

The events [of September 11] might have been grounded in the quite 
legitimate resentment…[of] American hubris and violence - whether 
military or economic… The president’s good and evil designations are 
not only ridiculous but dangerous. Human rights scholars have 
pointed to the establishment of an ‘us and them’ binary as a 
psychological precondition for widespread abuses and genocide. 
Given the probability the United States will soon embark on a 
campaign that might kill thousands of civilians, I seriously question 
those who argue it is inappropriate or untimely to challenge the moral 
basis for what might become large-scale mass murder.”  

Some on the Left were even more straightforward in blaming America first. 
Rutgers University professor Barbara Foley as offering this explanation for 
the attacks:  ‘Whatever its [September 11 terrorist attack] proximate 
cause, its ultimate cause is the fascism of U.S. foreign policy over the past 
many decades.’”

Thor Halvorssen, Executive Director of the Foundation for Individual Rights 
in Education, argues that “universities should be the center of absolute 
debate and pluralistic debate.”  There is, he says, “a real silencing going 
on” that is usually applied to professors whose views are known to be more 
conservative.

Many Americans have all been struggling to understand exactly what drove 
those terrorists to murder innocent people on September 11 and why there 
is so much hatred out there for everything American.  Freedom should be 
freedom, whatever is being said, whether it is perceived as anti-American 
or not.  But some schools are so wrapped up in allowing students and 
faculty to criticize their country that they have no time for those who praise 
it. 

—Kate Morse, a former AEI intern, writes from Alexandria, Virginia.
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