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Word on the street
Students unaware of First Amendment

December 6, 2003
 

The nation's undergraduates are mostly ignorant about the First Amendment's 
proclamation about freedom of religion, a survey shows.

A survey by the Foundation for Individual Rights in Education found that 30 percent of 
students overall named freedom of religion when they were asked to name any of the 
rights guaranteed by the First Amendment.

But when asked to specify which freedom is addressed first in the amendment, 10 
percent of public college students and 5 percent of private college students correctly 
said freedom of religion.

Far more students overall -- 73 percent -- mentioned freedom of speech when asked to 
name any specific right guaranteed by the First Amendment.

Baptist churches send clergy to the gym

The American Baptist Churches USA have awarded 35 "wellness grants" to ministerial 
leaders to use toward such health-related activities as a membership in a local fitness 
club. The $300 grants were distributed during what the denomination's Ministerial 
Leadership Commission called "Clergy Appreciation Season."

That season is part of the commission's Clergy Health Initiative that has sought to 
make clergy health a priority for American Baptists.

The grants can be used for "wellness opportunities," such as a one-year membership in 
a local health or fitness club, a family membership at the "Y," or a retreat at an 
American Baptist conference center or camp.

Catholic organization backs fair-trade coffee
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A new partnership hopes to persuade American Catholic churches to buy and serve 
"fair-trade" coffee that helps support poor Third World coffee growers.

Baltimore-based Catholic Relief Services has launched a program to quadruple the 
number of Catholic parishes that serve coffee that is sold at a higher price to help 
support coffee growers. The program hopes the 350 parishes that currently participate 
will grow to 1,900 -- 10 percent of the country's 19,000 Catholic parishes -- within a 
year.

American priest tapped to oversee education

An American priest has been named by Pope John Paul II to oversee the world's 1,200 
Catholic universities as secretary of the Vatican's Congregation for Catholic Education. 
The Rev. J. Michael Miller, currently president of the University of St. Thomas in 
Houston, will be made an archbishop by the pope in early January.

"I am not so much honored by it, but humbled by it," Miller told students at the school, 
according to the Houston Chronicle. "It is an extraordinary reflection of the mercy of 
God, who calls frail human creatures to do his work."

Miller will oversee the congregation's day-to-day operations, which include oversight 
of thousands of elementary and secondary schools as well as church seminaries. He 
will report directly to the department's prefect, Cardinal Zenon Grocholewski, and the 
pope. Miller has served as president of the Houston university since 1997 and has 
taught there since 1979 while also serving as chair of the theology department and 
dean of its School of Theology.

Between 1992 and 1997, he served in the Vatican's Secretariat of State. A member of 
the Basilian Fathers, Miller was born in Canada and received his U.S. citizenship last 
year

-- Religion News Service
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