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Thursday, May 17, 2001

Scrutiny Falls on Albright College as 
It Moves to Fire Outspoken 
Professor

By JULIANNE BASINGER 

Albright College has begun proceedings to fire a 
tenured professor who has been an outspoken critic of 
the college's president, who included what appear to be 
misleading statements about his academic and 
publishing credentials on his résumé before he was 
hired. 

The college has scheduled a hearing for May 29, when 
a faculty committee will decide whether the professor, 
Achal Mehra, should be fired. Albright's president, Col. 
Henry A. Zimon, along with three other administrators 
and a faculty member who served on the presidential 
search committee that hired Colonel Zimon, started the 
proceedings against Mr. Mehra, a communications 
professor, in a complaint last January to a faculty 
committee on rank and tenure. They accused Mr. Mehra 
of "professional unfitness" and "moral turpitude" for his 
criticism and protests of the hiring of Colonel Zimon. 

The president and others said in their complaint that 
Mr. Mehra's actions amount to harassment, and they 
listed 67 instances of his efforts to protest the hiring of 
Colonel Zimon. 

Mr. Mehra says he was simply exercising his right to 
free speech and his professional responsibility to 
uphold academic integrity. Mr. Mehra said Wednesday 
that he would sue the college if he was fired. 

"I will not be intimidated," he said. "Let me assure 
Colonel Zimon and all those who are conspiring with 
him to muzzle academic freedom and free speech on 
this campus, that no matter how their little puppet-
theater performance at the college plays out, I will 
neither go away nor be silenced." 
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Questions about the president's academic and 
publishing credentials arose in the fall of 1999, when a 
Chronicle article detailed evidence supporting some 
faculty members' suspicions about the accuracy of the 
credentials on the résumé that Colonel Zimon provided 
the college before he was hired. Those credentials 
included two books he listed as forthcoming for 
publication. Neither book has a publisher. 

Barbara J. Marshall, a college spokeswoman, said 
Wednesday that the president declined to comment on 
the proceedings against Mr. Mehra. "This is a personnel 
matter, and as a matter of policy, the college doesn't 
comment on personnel matters," she said. 

The college's steps to decide whether to fire Mr. Mehra 
already have drawn attention from two national groups. 
The American Association of University Professors is 
monitoring the situation and plans to have a 
representative attend the May 29 hearing, said Marsha 
Green, a psychology professor at Albright and the 
president of the association's campus chapter. 

The Foundation for Individual Rights in Education, a 
group founded in 1999 by Alan C. Kors and Harvey A. 
Silverglate to protect free speech in academe, also has 
taken up Mr. Mehra's cause. Thor L. Halvorssen, the 
group's executive director, said Wednesday that the 
foundation would begin sending letters this month to 
Albright alumni, parents, and trustees, as well as to 
foundations, corporate donors, and reporters, to 
complain about the actions toward Mr. Mehra and its 
hiring of Colonel Zimon. The foundation also plans to 
support Mr. Mehra in any lawsuit he may file, Mr. 
Halvorssen added. 

"We will beat the drum and let the world know that 
Albright College has a speech code, has no academic 
integrity, and is run by a totalitarian," Mr. Halvorssen 
said. "They are going after someone who is telling the 
truth for telling the truth. Albright College is truly a 
topsy-turvy, Orwellian world, and we are going to tell 
people about it." 

Bruce E. Auerbach, a political-science professor at 
Albright, said some faculty members were upset with 
the college's actions toward Mr. Mehra. "It is going to 
cast a chilling pall on academic freedom at the college," 
Mr. Auerbach said Wednesday. 

Mr. Auerbach believes that the president's push for 
proceedings to fire Mr. Mehra were spurred by letters 
that Mr. Mehra sent last fall to a half-dozen foundations 
that have given money to the college informing them of 
the problems with Colonel Zimon's résumé. At least 
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one foundation, the DeMund Foundation, demanded 
that the college account for the situation. "A simple 
denial of the charges will probably not suffice, in light 
of the significant documentation provided by Mr. 
Mehra," wrote the foundation's president, Chuck 
DeMund. Albright has been facing financial difficulties. 

The situation with the college's president also affected 
its attempts to hire a provost during the past year, as 
candidates raised questions about the controversy over 
the résumé. 

In the statement of charges for the May 29 hearing on 
whether to fire Mr. Mehra, Albright's interim vice 
president for academic affairs, Thomas C. Brogan, 
accused the professor of harming the college's 
reputation. "The college's recruitment and fund-raising 
efforts have been compromised, and there is no end in 
sight," Mr. Brogan wrote. 

Mr. Mehra believes that he is being made a "scapegoat" 
by the president. "He needs to find someone to blame 
for the financial mess at the college and the failure to 
find a provost," Mr. Mehra said. 

Background articles from The Chronicle: 

●     Calling All Cheaters? (9/15/2000) 

●     Albright Trustee Quits Over Controversy 
Surrounding the President's Résumé (3/24/2000) 

●     Albright Professors Are Angry Over Panel's 
Support for Embattled President (12/17/1999) 

●     New Group Founded by Alan Kors Aims to 
Combat Political Correctness (11/12/1999) 

●     Questions Raised About Academic Credentials 
of Albright College's President (10/22/1999) 

●     A Fiercely Principled Critic Warns Universities 
on Free Speech (9/25/1998) 
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