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NEWS

Proposed Res Life policy to be postponed
Rule to be reviewed for future
By Joan Garrett
Senior Staff Reporter
August 21, 2003

A proposed Office of Residential Life policy to ban window displays in residence 
halls is pending review by student organizations and is not likely to go into effect 
this year.

Kathleen Cramer, interim UA vice president of student affairs, said the policy will 
probably be reviewed by the Student and Campus Life standing committee soon 
and would likely not be enacted during the 2003-04 academic year. She said she 
has not seen the proposal. 

Allan Guenther, assistant director of marketing for Res Life, also said the proposal 
will not be implemented this year and that no organization has seen it.

"No one has reviewed the proposal yet," Guenther said. "But we want to get it in 
front of as many student groups as we can over the course of the academic year."

The Residence Hall Association and the Resident Assistant Association said the 
proposal would be reviewed at future meetings, but would not necessarily be on the 
agenda for their first meetings. Leaders of both organizations declined to comment 
any further.

In July, an RHA representative who wished to remain anonymous told The Crimson 
White executives on campus for summer voted to approve the proposal but felt it 
was unenforceable under the guidelines set for it.

After two months without SGA comment on the issue, SGA President Katie Boyd 
released a prepared statement Tuesday night concerning the proposal.

The statement reads, "The SGA reaffirms their commitment to protecting the rights 
of all students. We support the right of self-expression, while at the same time 
respecting the feelings of all students and visitors. The SGA also believes that 
students have a responsibility to protect the sensitivity of other students, visitors 
and community in expressing their First Amendment rights. Additionally, the 
executive cabinet of the SGA is currently working with the Office of Residential Life 
regarding this proposal."

UA officials have denied allegations the proposal is aimed at removing Confederate 
flags from residence hall windows. 

However, as reported by The CW in June, the proposed policy came into the public 
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eye over the summer after Byrd Hall professor-in-residence Byron Rush White was 
told by Res Life to remove a Confederate flag being displayed on a resident's door. 
Byrd Hall houses the Mallet Assembly honors program.

The proposed policy has since come under strong opposition from organizations 
including the Mallet Assembly, the Foundation for Individual Rights in Education 
and the League of the South -- a special interest group focused on the preservation 
of Southern heritage. All three of those groups have said they are viewing the 
policy as an infringement of students' First Amendment rights.

When asked why the proposal was acted on before it was approved to become a 
policy, Res Life director Lisa Skelton said White being asked to remove the 
Confederate flag was not an enforcement of the policy because he was asked to 
remove the flag from a hallway.

"The proposal only has to do with windows," Skelton said.

However, a draft of the proposal sent by Mark Foster, assistant director of the 
Office of Student Judicial Affairs, to White following the Byrd Hall incident prohibited 
all displays in the residence halls that are "inconsistent with accepted standards or 
University policies." In July the proposal was limited to banning all window displays.

Guenther said he knows of no existing policy that mandates the removal of 
offensive material displayed in residence halls.

"We have complaints all the time, and it's our role to consider our residents," 
Guenther said. "We've asked people to voluntarily remove things and that's about 
all."

Guenther said because of numerous complaints, Res Life began exploring the 
implementation of a policy in order to have guidelines concerning offensive material 
in the future.

Dean of Students Tom Strong said his office has held meetings on the University's 
First Amendment policies throughout the summer, most recently last week. 

Asked if the meetings were spurred by the controversial Res Life policy, Strong 
said that though it might have been a part of the equation, his office tries to review 
their policy on a regular basis.

Cramer said the Office of Student Affairs has also had a similar meeting about the 
University's free speech policies, but it was not held to discuss the Res Life 
proposal. 

She said officials will begin to look into the Res Life policy soon.

"It's going to get pretty interesting," Cramer said. 
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