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I. ACADEMIC FREEDOM AND TENURE

The Missouri Western State University Board of Governors has endorsed the following

statements on academic freedom and responsibility and academic tenure, as adopted by

the American Association of State Colleges and Universities.

A. DEFINITIONS

The purpose of these statements are to clarify and to promote understanding and

support of academic freedom and responsibility, and academic tenure.

Institutions of higher education are conducted for the common good and not for

the special interests of individuals. The common good depends upon the free

search for the exposition of truth and understanding wherever and whenever they

may be found.

The freedoms granted by the First Amendment to the Constitution of the United

States are indispensable to a democratic society.  Within the academic

community, the vigorous exercise of these freedoms by its members – to

participate in the democratic process of government as citizens, to learn and to

teach what scholarship suggests is the truth, to question even what is believed to

have been settled, to publish without fear of reprisal what scholarship has

discovered – gives vitality to democracy and is the essence of academic freedom. 

Without these freedoms, academe cannot fulfill its duty to society and may,

indeed, become an instrument for the suppression of freedom.  These truths, long

accepted and reaffirmed when tested, need continuous defense and

recommitment.

Academic freedom is not absolute.  It is recognized and protected only in order

that members of the academic community can perform a vital function, not to

create a privileged class.  For academic freedom to endure, academic

responsibility must be exercised.  The academic community which asks protection

from outside interference in order to perform its mission must not tolerate

sabotage of that mission by its own members.

Governing boards are responsible for establishing overall policy and interpreting

the institution to the public and the public to the institution.  Faculty, as the

professional staff, whether their roles are instructional or administrative, must

preserve freedom for all in the academic community, as well as interpret it to the

public.

Those who teach and those who administer must be faithful to the canons of their

calling, utilizing the best their disciplines have yielded, in order that their

commitment may be respected by others.  Each must play his or her role under


