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Life sometimes imitates fiction 
in frightening way

It's one thing to turn on the TV and watch a story "ripped from the headlines." It's 
another to open a book and see something even more compelling, and certainly more 
chilling, staring back at you. 

Headlines ripped from a 50-year-old story! 

For the last five weeks, some in Jacksonville have been looking at the ticker scrolling 
across the bottom of their 24-hour news channels a little differently --- comparing 
headlines about technology and war and Ben and J-Lo to the future as described by Ray 
Bradbury in Fahrenheit 451. 

This is the final week of the second year of Jax Reads, a program that encourages people 
to read the same book at the same time, then talk about it. And by putting the world 
Bradbury wrote about in 1953 alongside the one we inhabit in 2003, readers have had 
plenty to talk about. 

The premise behind the full title -- Fahrenheit 451: The Temperature at Which Book Paper 
Catches Fire, and Burns -- still feels sci-fi. We don't live in a world with where firemen 
respond to alarms and set fires, burning all books. 

But what about a world where people pursue happiness through technology; where if 
televisions on three walls is good, then televisions on four walls is better? A world free of 
politically incorrect speech and full of mind-numbing entertainment passing for news? A 
world of tiny earpieces, helicopter chases, fast cars, fast wars, fast food and, despite all 
the ways to communicate, a profound lack of meaningful communication? 

With this tale fresh in their minds -- and the story's constant thread of society controlling 
how, when and where people think (or don't think) -- Fahrenheit 451 readers opened up 
their paper last week and saw this headline: 

"UNF's free-speech zone debated." 

The University of North Florida eventually put on hold plans to limit impromptu protests to 
a small area marked by white lines in a concrete plaza. Still, the mere concept worried 
some of those who gathered at the Barnes and Noble in Mandarin last week to discuss 
Fahrenheit. 

"That's really disturbing to think that one zone would be the exception rather than the 
rule," said Jeff Bellamy, 30. 

"It's like they're trying to go backward, not forward," said Alison Lacara, a ninth-grader at 
Bishop Kenny. 

Mark Woods is a metro 
columnist for The Times-
Union. His column 
usually appears on 
Sundays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays.
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A Philadelphia-based organization agrees. The group was formed four years ago to fight 
the growing number of colleges with speech zones and speech codes. But last week, as it 
prepared to take on UNF, what struck me perhaps even more than its mission was its 
name: the Foundation for Individual Rights in Education. 

FIRE. 

It turns out that the acronym was sparked by a book, just not this one. It came from The 
Shadow University. 

Still, the group's CEO, Thor Halvorssen, is a Fahrenheit fan and says of the UNF situation: 
"It's college. Hello. You're supposed to have lots of passionate debate. ... Perhaps what 
they want is exactly the environment promised in Fahrenheit 451, where everything is 
surgical and clean. Freedom is messy, but totalitarianism is a lot messier." 

It's also Banned Book Week, an annual celebration of our freedom to read. So I'd like to 
steal an idea from a Fahrenheit discussion group and ask you to tell me if you lived in that 
world and could rescue one book, what would it be and why? (Perhaps to make it 
interesting, we should make it the one book in addition to the Bible, Torah, etc.) Send me 
your choice -- along with your name, age and occupation -- I'll turn the responses into a 
column. 

Mark Woods' column appears Sunday, Wednesday and Friday. He can be reached 

at (904) 359-4212 or mark.woods jacksonville.com. 

(Other headlines from our Metro section)
» Police arrest woman in arson
» Prosecutor cleared of wrongdoing
» Many mobilize to cheer soldiers
» St. Andrew's missing chalice recovered
» JTA delays vote on Atlantic interchanges
[ More Metro Headlines ]

(Latest topics from our Story Comment Message Board)

Home > News > Metro > Mark Woods

LEXUS Pre-Owned 
SALE! 1.9% APR on 
all certified...

View all TopAutos

 

About us | Advertise Here | Help | User Agreement | Privacy Policy | Contact Information | Directions | Feedback
This site, and all its content, © Copyright The Florida Times-Union

Jacksonville.com, c/o The Florida Times-Union | Switchboard: (904) 359-4111
Street: 1 Riverside Ave., Jacksonville, FL 32202 | Mailing: P.O. Box 1949, Jacksonville, FL 32231

http://www.thefire.org/offsite/data/florida_times-union_092103.html (2 of 2) [7/22/2004 11:23:44 PM]

http://cgi.jacksonville.com/cgi-bin/phonelist/list.cgi?addr=mark.woods
http://cgi.jacksonville.com/cgi-bin/phonelist/list.cgi?addr=mark.woods
http://cgi.jacksonville.com/cgi-bin/phonelist/list.cgi?addr=mark.woods
http://www.jacksonville.com/tu-online/stories/103103/met_13925697.shtml
http://www.jacksonville.com/tu-online/stories/103103/met_13925605.shtml
http://www.jacksonville.com/tu-online/stories/103103/met_13925608.shtml
http://www.jacksonville.com/tu-online/stories/103103/met_13924638.shtml
http://www.jacksonville.com/tu-online/stories/103103/met_13924144.shtml
http://www.jacksonville.com/tu-online/metro/
http://cgi.jacksonville.com/cgi-bin/most_popular.cgi
http://cgi.jacksonville.com/cgi-bin/printit.cgi?story=ZZNOSTORYZZ
http://cgi.jacksonville.com/cgi-bin/msgboard/boards/news/post.cgi?action=story&story=ZZNOSTORYZZ
http://cgi.jacksonville.com/cgi-bin/sendit/sendit.cgi?story=ZZNOSTORYZZ
http://www.jacksonville.com/
http://www.jacksonville.com/tu-online/
http://www.jacksonville.com/tu-online/metro/
http://classifieds.jacksonville.com/classifieds-bin/classifieds?ad_id=14268051&tid=67541&property=jacksonville%20topads
http://classifieds.jacksonville.com/classifieds-bin/classifieds?ad_id=14268051&tid=67541&property=jacksonville%20topads
http://classifieds.jacksonville.com/classifieds-bin/classifieds?tid=67522&property=jacksonville%20topads&classification=TRANSPORTATION
http://www.jacksonville.com/aboutus/
http://www.jacksonville.com/access/sponsor.html
http://www.jacksonville.com/aboutus/help.html
http://www.jacksonville.com/aboutus/member_agreement.html
http://www.jacksonville.com/aboutus/privacy.html
http://cgi.jacksonville.com/aboutus/contact.html
http://www.ypengine.com/yp.cfm?ln=401787908&ENH=19373&pag=353&BRD=2206&listurl=%2Fyp%2Ecfm%3Fpag%3D403%26brd%3D2206%26BC%3D%26BN%3DFlorida%2BTimes%2DUnion%26AreaSearch%3D1%26rid%3D1787%26ct%3D%26zp%3D%26st%3D
http://www.jacksonville.com/aboutus/feedback.html
http://www.jacksonville.com/aboutus/copyright.html

	thefire.org
	Jacksonville.com: Mark Woods: Life sometimes imitates fiction in frightening way 09/21/03


	GIBGPGICJGPCEPGCOKABKPJHLAADDLOE: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 

	f2: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: [http://www.jacksonville.com/]

	f2: 




