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Liberal Group-Think 

No Shades of Gray
By JOE SABIA

Whenever I pen 
a column with a 
socially 
conservative 
theme, liberals 
invariably flood 
my inbox with 
messages that 
psychoanalyze 
me. For instance, 
in response to my most recent piece, 
"More Church, Less State," many 
leftists indicated their view that I am 
gay and suggested that my 
conservative commentary is simply a 
"cover" for my homosexuality. At first 
glance, I viewed these notes as puerile, 
anti-intellectual personal assaults. At 
second glance, I viewed them in much 
the same way. But underlying these 
attacks is a horrific assumption that 
strikes at the heart of intellectualism -- 
that group identity determines an 
individual's thought processes. 

Being gay is totally independent of how 
one thinks politically. There is no 
contradiction or hypocrisy in being both 
gay and politically conservative, just as 
there is no harmony or confluence in 
being both gay and politically liberal. 
Not a single argument I made in "More 
Church, Less State" would be any 
different if I were gay. One can agree 
or disagree with the arguments I put 
forth in that column, but whether I am 
attracted to Ryan Phillippe or Reese 
Witherspoon has no impact whatsoever 
on my arguments. A gay individual -- 
like a straight individual -- can worship 
God, be troubled at the secularization 
of the culture, and view gay marriage 
as destructive to the traditional family. 
In fact, even if a gay person believed 
that gay marriage were in his personal 
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interest, he might oppose it because he 
believes that it is not in the national 
interest. 

The critical point is that each individual 
-- gay or straight -- should determine 
his own views on religion, politics, and 
family values based on careful 
intellectual thought. Group identity 
does not preordain one's perspectives 
or viewpoints.

The same is true with regard to 
individuals who are part of a religious 
or racial group. A black American does 
not have to oppose school vouchers 
simply because he is black or because 
the Congressional Black Caucus says 
he should. A Jewish American does not 
have to boycott Mel Gibson's movies 
because she is Jewish or because the 
Anti-Defamation League alleges that 
anti-Semitism is rampant.

The Left specializes in demonizing 
members of traditionally liberal groups 
who choose not to toe the party line. 
The case of British journalist Andrew 
Sullivan is a classic example of a mafia-
style assault from the Left. Sullivan 
happens to be gay and his politics put 
him somewhere between a Clinton 
Democrat and a Schwarzenneger 
Republican. His deviation from the Gay 
Left's agenda is sufficiently heretical to 
have resulted in vile personal attacks.

Sullivan's political enemies on the Gay 
Left targeted the columnist's personal 
life, searching for damaging and 
embarrassing personal information. 
They scoured the internet to find dirt. 
Throwing all sense of decency aside, 
they unearthed Sullivan's past 
chatroom conversations and personal 
ads. In a particularly shocking 
revelation, liberals discovered that a 
gay man was interested in having sex 
with men. 

Normally, unearthing this type of 
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information would inspire the Left to 
erect a giant papier mache penis for 
the St. Patrick's Day parade. But not 
this time. Instead, Michelangelo 
Signorile, a leftist columnist for the gay 
New York newspaper LGNY, published 
lurid details about Sullivan's sex life to 
somehow discredit Sullivan's right-of-
center positions on such controversial 
issues as communism, social security, 
and terrorism. The purpose of 
Signorile's smear-job was clear -- to 
put all gay writers on notice. If they fail 
to adopt the radical social agenda of 
ACT-UP, they will be personally 
destroyed.

As America's premier black 
conservative, Justice Clarence Thomas 
receives similar vile treatment from the 
Left. In her 2002 bestseller Slander: 
Liberal Lies about the American Right, 
Ann Coulter '85 chronicled some of the 
outrageous attacks on Thomas. In 
1995, Clinton Surgeon General 
Joycelyn Elders called Thomas a 
"chicken-and-biscuit-eating Uncle 
Tom." Speakers at a 1996 meeting of 
the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference described Thomas as 
"Judas Iscariot" and "Benedict Arnold." 
The black magazine Emerge ran a 
caricature of Thomas on its cover that 
included the headline "Uncle Thomas: 
Lawn Jockey of the Far Right." Leftist 
columnist Julianne Malveaux expressed 
her desire that Thomas's "wife feeds 
him lots of eggs and butter and he dies 
early, like many black men do, of heart 
disease." 

Conservative blacks like Thomas and 
moderate gays like Sullivan are 
attacked so viciously precisely because 
they pose such a significant threat to 
the group-think mentality that is 
critical to the Left's political power. 
Thomas and Sullivan's success could 
pave the way for busting the monopoly 
of thought in the political leadership of 
American blacks and gays. If this 
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happens, deviating from the 
establishment's views will be 
destigmatized, resulting in eroding 
support for liberals. Leftists fear this 
outcome and launch all-out assaults on 
individuals who do not endorse the 
policy positions of their "assigned 
group." 

Therefore, it should surprise no one 
that Senate Democrats have engaged 
in savage attacks on Hispanic 
conservative Miguel Estrada and black 
conservative Charles Pickering, two of 
President Bush's key judicial 
nominations. Apparently, liberals 
cannot allow a racial minority to 
achieve national success when he does 
not subscribe to leftist group-think.

Many of America's colleges and 
universities -- especially Cornell -- are 
guilty of perpetuating such group-
think. Dr. Alan Kors, a professor of 
history at the University of 
Pennsylvania, described this sad state 
of affairs in an interview with me last 
year, saying:

"Students are told 'Here's what it 
means to be black,' 'Here's what it 
means to be female,' 'Here's what it 
means to be Latino,' 'Here's what it 
means to be Asian American,' 'Here's 
what it means to be gay.' And [they 
are taught] it's one politics, one voice, 
one worldview, one set of answers 
[but] liberation is the right of people to 
decide for themselves the importance 
or unimportance of their sex, their 
sexuality, their ethnicity, their race, 
and their religion."

The academy must recommit itself to 
intellectual individualism. Individuals 
who hold opinions that deviate from 
the "accepted" group ideology should 
not be targeted for personal 
destruction. We must all recognize that 
non-dogmatic group affiliation does not 
and should not dictate an individual's 
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way of thinking. Only when we accept 
that truth can true intellectual inquiry 
begin.

Joe Sabia is a grad student in 
economics. He can be reached at 
joe@joesabia.com. No Shades of Gray 
appears on Tuesdays. 
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