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"Lawyer, professor start FIRE; Foundation will aim to uphold individual rights on campus" 

by Andrea Billups 

A Boston civil liberties lawyer and a University of Pennsylvania history professor have teamed to open a 
new foundation in Philadelphia, designed to champion liberty and fight the culture of political 
correctness that they say continues to worsen on the nation's college campuses. 

Lawyer Harvey A. Silverglate and Professor Alan Charles Kors, authors of "The Shadow University," 
have joined forces to open the Foundation for Individual Rights in Education (FIRE). 

The nonpartisan, nonprofit foundation, which will open officially in September, will be funded by 
contributions from individuals and foundations that believe in the cause of liberty and free speech on 
campuses, says FIRE Executive Director Thor Halvorssen. 

FIRE's mission will be to uphold individual rights - freedom of speech, legal equality, due process, 
religious liberty and sanctity of conscience - "at America's increasingly repressive and partisan college 
and universities." 

"What has happened to campuses all over the country is systemic," says Mr. Silverglate, a former head of 
the Massachusetts chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union, who will serve as FIRE's treasurer. 

"It's deeply rooted in the culture of campuses in what's called P.C.," he said, "the double standards, 
speech codes, kangaroo courts and attitudinal reorientation, what we used to call brainwashing." 

Mr. Silverglate and Mr. Kors were flooded with hundreds of phone calls, e-mails and letters after their 
book, which chronicles extreme examples of campus political oppression, was published last October. 

Both wanted to be responsive, but they have full-time jobs and were spending many hours each week 
trying to field every inquiry, Mr. Silverglate said. By forming a foundation, they now will have a better 

http://www.thefire.org/offsite/washtimes_061201.html (1 of 2) [7/23/2004 9:54:35 AM]

http://www.thefire.org/
javascript:parent.window.close();
http://www.thefire.org/offsite/topbar.html#
http://www.thefire.org/offsite/topbar.html#
https://app.etapestry.com/hosted/FoundationforIndividualRigh/cases.html
http://www.thefire.org/contact.php
http://www.thefire.org/support/


The Foundation for Individual Rights in Education, Inc.

structure to further their cause. 

"We realized there was a tremendous need," Mr. Silverglate said yesterday from his office in Boston. 
"This myth that has been perpetrated, that the horror stories on campuses are individual cases that are 
few and far between, is nonsense." 

FIRE will serve as a clearinghouse to weed through cases to make sure they are not bogus, Mr. 
Halvorssen said. For those with merit, FIRE will provide advice and further support. 

Among its advisory board members are Candace De Russy, Christina Hoff Summers, Wendy Kaminer, 
Ken Cribb, Nat Hentoff and David Brudnoy. 

The foundation also plans to publish advisory reports for parents, students and faculty so they will better 
understand their rights and liberties. 

FIRE will offer a toll-free number and Web site "where accurate information on the current assault on 
American values can be found," Mr. Halvorssen said. 

"One thing we are aiming for is public exposure and we're hoping that universities will restore liberty 
once we put some light on what they are doing," said Mr. Halvorssen, who is compiling a list of 
journalists and lawyers who may have interest in these types of cases. 

"When public exposure is not enough," he said, "FIRE will secure protection through any and all legal 
means to those who defenseless in light of the repressive campus orthodoxies." 

Sunlight, adds Mr. Silverglate, has been quite effective in the past in making universities take notice of 
bad behavior. 

A little negative publicity has brought about change at a few schools, but there is still much work left to 
be done, he said. 

"This a very real phenomenon and a very serious threat to our universities and academic freedom," he 
said. "This is a not a couple of rotten administrators in a barrel. It's the barrel." 
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