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FIRE seeks free speech fairness 

The First Amendment guarantees freedom of speech and expression. 

Freedom of speech is a right that must be guarded against infringement, especially on college campuses 
where there is supposed to be an open forum for discussion of all issues. College students may not even 
realize when these rights are being taken, and if they do, they have little recourse to fight administrators 
on these policies. FIRE, the Foundation for Individual Rights in Education, is striving to defend First 
Amendment rights on college and university campuses across the country. Students and professors have 
a responsibility to fight for these rights. They must take action and make use of FIRE and similar 
organizations to ensure the protection of free speech and expression. 

In a perfect example of FIRE being used effectively by students, a professor at the University of South 
Carolina at Columbia has come under attack for setting forth specific discussion guidelines that are seen 
by many as stifling the free speech of her students. Students are asked not to discuss views that could be 
construed as racist, sexist, classist or heterosexist because these come from "misinformation." This is one 
of several cases where teachers have been accused of discriminating against students of certain political 
beliefs or racial backgrounds. 

At the University of California-Berkeley, a course description advised "conservative thinkers" to "seek 
other sections." The pressure from students and FIRE on the administrators at Berkeley forced the 
change of this description. Now, the administrators at USC are feeling that pressure and are transferring 
it onto the professor who uses these guidelines. 

Limiting the enrollment or topics discussed in a class violates students' First Amendment rights. Students 
and professors who were understandably upset by these events did the right thing to take action. 
Concerned students and faculty should seek FIRE's help in situations like these to provide education of 
rights and the support of a network of experts on First Amendment issues. Students should use FIRE's 
power more often to encourage action against these policies and thus shame schools into re-examining 
them. 

First Amendment issues are regularly problematic as people sort through the right to free expression and 
the limits of comfort and offensiveness. However tricky it may be though, the First Amendment 
guarantees all American citizens certain rights and privileges. Organizations like FIRE that promote 
debate over the First Amendment are necessary, especially on college campuses where the line between 
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free speech and good taste is often blurred. Students, professors and administrators have a responsibility 
to struggle to protect First Amendment rights. 

The fight that FIRE has taken on is worth being fought by everyone. This issue should be the concern of 
all college students and FIRE, or similar organizations, should be used to their fullest potential to help 
maintain these rights on college campuses. If we truly value our constitutional right to free speech, we 
must stop at no end to protect it. 
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