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FIGHTING FOR THE RIGHT TO STIR UP FOR TUFTS MAGAZINE 
AND ITS LIBERAL FOES, A FREE SPEECH TEST 

By Jenna Russell, Globe Staff Correspondent 

MEDFORD - At the normally quiet hour of 5 a.m., Sam Dangremond was guarding the 
Revolutionary War cannon at Tufts University when he found himself in a pitched battle of his 
own. 

Dangremond is the editor of the conservative student journal The Primary Source, and, along with 
some of his staff, he had just spray-painted stars, stripes, and patriotic messages on the cannon. 
Painting the cannon is a campus tradition, and Dangremond was guarding his work in the wee 
hours of Oct. 2 when a group of left-leaning students came to paint their own message. 

Dangremond said he was restrained. The liberal group said they were pushed. Dangremond called 
campus police and, later, each side filed its own assault complaint. It's just another controversy for 
the Primary Source, a publication with a 20-year history of provocation. 

Before the scuffle could make its way through the university's judiciary system, The Primary 
Source was embroiled in another uproar. This time, it was charged with sexual harassment by a 
female student leader for publishing a cartoon that, she said, degraded her body and created a 
hostile environment. 

Since then, Sam Dangremond and his magazine have become the center of a contentious battle 
over whether freedom of expression includes the right to hurt people - to be, as he puts it, "mean 
for a reason." 

Born, like many conservative campus papers, in the age of Ronald Reagan, the magazine has long 
made waves. In 1989, it fought a speech policy briefly adopted by the administration that forbade 
injurious expression in classrooms and dorms. 

Dangremond, a chemical engineering major from New Hampshire, became editor this fall. His 
magazine, which receives $17,000 from the Tufts student government, is a mix of serious and snide. 
Content ranges from David Letterman-style top 10 lists and parodies of the Tufts Daily, complete 
with misspellings, to serious student essays on terrorism and abortion. Writers mock the school's 
peace and justice studies major, and critique the hygiene of a handful of "radical" student leaders. 

Dangremond said the magazine's sometimes sniping humor is the hook that draws new readers - 
and that its snideness is a statement in itself. The Primary Source even posts a note on "The Right 
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to Offend" on its Web site. 

His critics, however, say the magazine has soured the tone of political debate on campus. Junior 
Adam Carlis, a liberal activist, said that as recently as his freshman year, leftists and right-wingers 
enjoyed cordial relations, and even met in a kickball game. No longer. 

Back then, Carlis said, liberal leaders "actually would read The Source together, point out our 
names, and think it was funny . . . It's gone to us being scared of what's in there, and scared to be 
around them." 

Carlis blames the shift on new leadership at The Source, including Dangremond. What was once a 
thoughtful journal, he said, has turned to personal attacks and threatening content, including 
sexual harassment, becoming "more of a grocery store tabloid." 

This fall's harassment complaint was triggered by an Oct. 11 cartoon depicting a woman's torso in 
a tight tank top labeled "SLAM." The acronym stands for Student Labor Action Movement, a 
group that seeks higher pay for college janitors. 

The group is led by Iris Halpern, a senior from Northborough who filed the complaint. She said 
other students discussed her body in front of her after the cartoon appeared, creating the "hostile 
environment" described in Tufts' sexual harassment policy, and undermining her role as a campus 
leader. "It's impossible for me to be taken seriously," she said. 

"I think it's important and healthy that [The Source] exists, but it would be better if they decided 
not to target individuals," she said. 

Dangremond has since apologized for the cartoon, and the harassment charge was dismissed. He 
wrote in a Nov. 22 editorial that he regretted that Halpern was hurt. 

In the cannon incident, the three liberal students - members of the Coalition for Social Justice and 
Nonviolence, as The Primary Source likes to point out - were found guilty of harassing 
Dangremond and placed on probation. The decision cited the liberals' nonviolence training as 
justification for their punishment. 

But since then, the magazine has remained a target. Copies of the Nov. 22 issue, which trumpeted 
the dismissal of the sexual harassment case on a tabloid-style cover, were plastered with neon-
colored stickers and then stolen. More than 1,500 copies of the Dec. 6 issue disappeared overnight. 
Campus police are investigating. 

Dangremond tends to see the uproar, particularly the thefts of his magazine and the 
administration's failure to stop them, as piling-on by the campus's liberal majority. Adding insult 
to injury, Dangremond said, was a recent appeal hearing before the Committee on Student Life, at 
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which the liberal students' punishment for the cannon incident was reduced from probation to a 
warning. Dangremond maintains their actions were assault, and said the university "sanctioned 
the use of violence against conservatives" with the revised ruling. 

"They don't stop," Dangremond said of his liberal foes. "I just want to make a magazine and have 
a few people read it, but they're so adamant about disagreeing with me. They will use any means 
necessary." 

Some watchdog groups agree with him. Politically conservative and Christian students are "the 
most put-upon groups on college campuses today," according to Thor Halvorssen, executive 
director of a Philadelphia-based watchdog group, the Foundation for Individual Rights in 
Education, that helped Dangremond fight the sexual harassment charge. 

Dean of students Bruce Reitman agreed that outspoken conservatives are persecuted by their 
liberal peers, but said that may be the price of outspokenness. Tufts supports their right to speak 
out, he said, but also supports others' rights to criticize them back. 

"Should they feel persecuted? They should feel accountable for their use of freedom of 
expression," he said. 
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