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Earlier this year, Sen. LaMar Alexander (R-Tenn.) and Rep. Roger Wicker (R-
Miss.) introduced legislation that encourages teaching about our Constitution, 
our system of government and what we used to term civics. 

Alexander had no trouble in the Senate, but Wicker ran into some resistance in 
the House. Perhaps if Wicker had had the results of two surveys from the 
Foundation for Individual Rights in Education he might have blunted some of 
that resistance.

The Foundation known as FIRE, located appropriately in Philadelphia, 
surveyed college students and college administrators about the Constitution. 

According to the Wall Street Journal, a mere 21% of administrators knew that 
the first amendment guaranteed freedom of religion. Thirty percent of students 
knew that but that means 70% of the student body did not. Only 6% of 
administrators and just 2% of students knew that Freedom of Religion was the 
first freedom mentioned in the first amendment, and while 87% of 
administrators and 74% of students said they believe it is essential that students 
have freedom of religion, only 41% of administrators and 32% of students think 
that religious individuals should promulgate their beliefs by whatever legal 
means are possible. 

In fact, only 43% of administrators, and get this, an appalling 23% of students 
strongly support allowing religious groups, including those with traditional 
views to advance those views on campus.

Not only are students as well as administrators ignorant of the Constitution 
when it comes to the first amendment (other parts of the survey were just as 
discouraging) they seem hostile to the right of believers to even discuss 
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religious beliefs.

At both Rutgers and the University of North Carolina the InterVarsity Christian 
Fellowship was, according to FIRE, threatened with denial of official 
recognition because it insisted that its members be.Christian. 

Both Christians and religious Jews are finding it increasingly difficult to 
practice their faiths through college groups on so-called mainline campuses in 
the United States. 

This has tragic long-term consequences for the country and we should all be 
grateful to FIRE, the Rutherford Institute and others for meeting this issue head 
on. Their legal action and threatened lawsuits, by now numbering in the 
thousands, have made administrators and student governing bodies back off or 
reverse themselves when they adopted policies hostile to religion.

Speaking of surveys, on a completely unrelated matter, I was reviewing our 
foreign aid expenditures for the coming year and then a regular reader of NNN, 
Ralph Peterson, sent me a compilation of the votes various nations that receive 
our aid cast at the UN. 

Egypt, which now gets over 2 billion annually from us, votes against us 79% of 
the time. Jordan receives in the vicinity of $200 million, votes against us 71% 
of the time. India and Pakistan each vote against us 75 to 80 percent of the time 
despite significant amounts of aid going to each nation. There is some 
indication India is moderating its views to be more in line with the USA, but 
still they have a long way to go.

My favorite is Kuwait. Had it not been for Bush 41 and the coalition he 
assembled there would be no Kuwait. Still they vote against us 67% of the time. 
We are always told by the State Department that even though Saudi Arabia has 
funded and nurtured various terrorist groups, she is really our friend. But she 
manages to vote against us 73% of the time.

I could go on and on. Every Arab nation votes against us at least two thirds of 
the time. Now granted some of those votes are on Israel, and while the United 
States may not like it, many of these governments wouldn't survive unless they 
did vote against Israel. So casting those votes aside, it appears that on other 
matters not related to Israel, the Arab states still vote against us half the time. 
Other recipients of foreign aid have an even worse record.

What is true on an individual basis, it turns out is also true in nationhood. You 
can't buy friends. With a few exceptions - where but for our intervention and 
support a nation wouldn't survive - we ought to stop trying.

My colleague, Bill Lind, who is a historian, is fond of pointing to an era when 
the United States was respected nearly everywhere. Guess what? We weren't 
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giving foreign aid back then. Nor did we attempt to be the world's policeman. 

Instead we were strong internally and we were strong militarily but we worked 
hard at not intervening. The world was beating a path to our shores because 
they admired the nation we had become.

Perhaps we can't ever return to a pre-World War I era (given the many foreign 
entanglements of which George Washington warned us and in which we have 
gotten ourselves mired), but at very least we ought to revise our foreign aid 
program so that we at least get something in return for what we give. 

Egypt ought to be told that just because it has made peace with Israel (and I 
admit that is significant) the yearly billions will not be forthcoming unless we 
are shown a little respect. 

Policy makers still think that if we just hand out more money the world's 
problems will be solved. Many nations are like rebellious teenagers who try to 
figure out just how many times they can kick us in the teeth while still taking 
our money. 

I firmly believe if they were told that the jig is up, they would suddenly fall in 
line just the way teenagers do when it finally occurs to them that they might be 
out in the cold if they don't shape up.

No matter how good a President we have, things at the State Department remain 
about the same. Richard Nixon even ran on a platform of changing things at 
State. Instead State changed him. Perhaps one day before it is too late, a 
candidate will run for President on a platform of getting rid of aid to nations 
that hate us, and will mean it. Then watch how things change on the 
international stage. 

(Paul M. Weyrich is chairman and CEO of the Free Congress Foundation.)

Copyright 2003, Free Congress Foundation
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	f5:  Earlier this year, Sen. LaMar Alexander (R-Tenn.) and Rep. Roger Wicker (R-Miss.) introduced legislation that encourages teaching about our Constitution, our system of government and what we used to term civics. 

Alexander had no trouble in the Senate, but Wicker ran into some resistance in the House. Perhaps if Wicker had had the results of two surveys from the Foundation for Individual Rights in Education he might have blunted some of that resistance.

The Foundation known as FIRE, located appropriately in Philadelphia, surveyed college students and college administrators about the Constitution. 

According to the Wall Street Journal, a mere 21% of administrators knew that the first amendment guaranteed freedom of religion. Thirty percent of students knew that but that means 70% of the student body did not.  Only 6% of administrators and just 2% of students knew that Freedom of Religion was the first freedom mentioned in the first amendment, and while 87% of administrators and 74% of students said they believe it is essential that students have freedom of religion, only 41% of administrators and 32% of students think that religious individuals should promulgate their beliefs by whatever legal means are possible.  

In fact, only 43% of administrators, and get this, an appalling 23% of students strongly support allowing religious groups, including those with traditional views to advance those views on campus.

Not only are students as well as administrators ignorant of the Constitution when it comes to the first amendment (other parts of the survey were just as discouraging) they seem hostile to the right of believers to even discuss religious beliefs.

At both Rutgers and the University of North Carolina the InterVarsity Christian Fellowship was, according to FIRE, threatened with denial of official recognition because it insisted that its members be.Christian. 

Both Christians and religious Jews are finding it increasingly difficult to practice their faiths through college groups on so-called mainline campuses in the United States.  

This has tragic long-term consequences for the country and we should all be grateful to FIRE, the Rutherford Institute and others for meeting this issue head on. Their legal action and threatened lawsuits, by now numbering in the thousands, have made administrators and student governing bodies back off or reverse themselves when they adopted policies hostile to religion.

Speaking of surveys, on a completely unrelated matter, I was reviewing our foreign aid expenditures for the coming year and then a regular reader of NNN, Ralph Peterson, sent me a compilation of the votes various nations that receive our aid cast at the UN.  

Egypt, which now gets over 2 billion annually from us, votes against us 79% of the time. Jordan receives in the vicinity of $200 million, votes against us 71% of the time. India and Pakistan each vote against us 75 to 80 percent of the time despite significant amounts of aid going to each nation. There is some indication India is moderating its views to be more in line with the USA, but still they have a long way to go.

My favorite is Kuwait. Had it not been for Bush 41 and the coalition he assembled there would be no Kuwait. Still they vote against us 67% of the time. We are always told by the State Department that even though Saudi Arabia has funded and nurtured various terrorist groups, she is really our friend. But she manages to vote against us 73% of the time.

I could go on and on. Every Arab nation votes against us at least two thirds of the time. Now granted some of those votes are on Israel, and while the United States may not like it, many of these governments wouldn't survive unless they did vote against Israel. So casting those votes aside, it appears that on other matters not related to Israel, the Arab states still vote against us half the time. Other recipients of foreign aid have an even worse record.

What is true on an individual basis, it turns out is also true in nationhood. You can't buy friends. With a few exceptions - where but for our intervention and support a nation wouldn't survive - we ought to stop trying.

My colleague, Bill Lind, who is a historian, is fond of pointing to an era when the United States was respected nearly everywhere. Guess what? We weren't giving foreign aid back then. Nor did we attempt to be the world's policeman. 

Instead we were strong internally and we were strong militarily but we worked hard at not intervening. The world was beating a path to our shores because they admired the nation we had become.

Perhaps we can't ever return to a pre-World War I era (given the many foreign entanglements of which George Washington warned us and in which we have gotten ourselves mired), but at very least we ought to revise our foreign aid program so that we at least get something in return for what we give. 

Egypt ought to be told that just because it has made peace with Israel (and I admit that is significant) the yearly billions will not be forthcoming unless we are shown a little respect. 
 
Policy makers still think that if we just hand out more money the world's problems will be solved. Many nations are like rebellious teenagers who try to figure out just how many times they can kick us in the teeth while still taking our money. 

I firmly believe if they were told that the jig is up, they would suddenly fall in line just the way teenagers do when it finally occurs to them that they might be out in the cold if they don't shape up.

No matter how good a President we have, things at the State Department remain about the same. Richard Nixon even ran on a platform of changing things at State. Instead State changed him. Perhaps one day before it is too late, a candidate will run for President on a platform of getting rid of aid to nations that hate us, and will mean it. Then watch how things change on the international stage. 

(Paul M. Weyrich is chairman and CEO of the Free Congress Foundation.)
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